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BEGINNING FARMER LOANS 
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under 
these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible 
applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a 
beginning farmer as a person who:  

* Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

* Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

* Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial
management program sponsored by FSA 

* Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size
farm. 

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are 
available at your local USDA Service Center.  You may also visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov.   

USDA’S FARM SERVICE AGENCY (FSA) 
OFFERS FARM BILL WEBSITE AND 
ONLINE OVERVIEW OF FARM BILL 
PROGRAMS 
The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the Act), also known as the 2014 Farm Bill, 
was signed by President Obama on Feb. 7, 2014.  The Act repeals certain 
programs, continues some programs with modifications, and authorizes 
several new programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA). 
Most of these programs are authorized and funded through 2018.   

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing


For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, please visit our Farm Bill website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for an FSA program overview please read, download and/or print our recently 
posted FSA Farm Bill Fact Sheet titled, What’s in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service Agency Customers?  
 
For more information on FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center or visit us online at 
www.fsa.usda.gov.  
 

 
2014 MAL AND LDP REQUESTS 
 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting requests for marketing assistance loans (MALs) and loan 
deficiency payments (LDPs) for eligible 2014 commodities.   
 
MALs and LDPs for the 2014 crop year become available to eligible producers beginning with harvest/shearing 
season and extending through a specific commodity’s final loan availability date. Sugar commodity loans for the 
2014 crop will be available to sugar processors beginning Oct. 1, 2014.   
 
MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other 
oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool, mohair and honey.  MALs provide producers interim financing 
after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities when market prices are 
typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain 
an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-
long staple cotton.  
 
The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per individual or entity not to exceed $125,000 annually 
on certain commodities for the following program benefits: price loss coverage payments, agriculture risk 
coverage payments, marketing loan gains (MLGs) and LDPs.  These payment limitations do not apply to MAL 
loan disbursements.  
 
Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 2014 Farm Bill, which states that a producer 
whose total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP.    
 
National and county loans rates for 2014 crops are posted on the FSA website 
at:  www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.  
 
For more information, please visit a nearby USDA Service Center or FSA’s website www.fsa.usda.gov.  
 

 
HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND AND WETLAND COMPLIANCE 
 
Landowners and operators are reminded that in order to receive payments from USDA, they must be compliant 
with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.   Farmers with HEL determined 
soils must apply tillage, crop residue and rotation requirements as specified in their conservation plan.   
 
Producers should notify FSA prior to conducting land clearing or drainage projects to ensure compliance.  If you 
intend to clear any trees to create new cropland, these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure any work will not 
jeopardize your eligibility for benefits.  
 
Landowners and operators can complete form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland 
Conservation (WC) Certification to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) is necessary.    
 
For more information on Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation provisions, contact a FSA County 
Office or visit the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov.   
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140311_insup_en_fbil.html
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


 
FARM RECONSTITUTIONS 
 
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution may be necessary. The 
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming 
operation.  
 
Reporting any changes to your farming operation such as farming new land, ownership changes, or no longer 
associated with a farm is vitally important to keeping your records up to date.  Having current information will 
save you time when certifying or enrolling in programs. 
 

 
FARM SAFETY 
 
Summer is an exciting and hectic time for farmers.  Isabella County FSA employees care about our customers, 
and want to remind them to practice farm safety.  
 
Remember to: Walk around machinery and check shields and guards; make sure the PTO’s master shield is in 
place; make sure Slow Moving Vehicle signs are on machinery.  
 
If you are taking medicine, take it at the appropriate time and eat on schedule.   
 
If you are working in grain bins know that flowing grain can kill, and it can kill quickly. It takes less than five 
seconds for a person caught in flowing grain to be trapped. Try not to work alone in bins or confined spaces, and 
if that’s not possible let someone know where you are by checking in regularly by cell phone.  
 
The American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) offers the following safety tips for farmers:  
 

1. Educate yourself on farm equipment.  Read and follow instructions according to the equipment’s 
manuals about safety.  
 

2. Conduct regular equipment inspections.  
 

3. Don’t wear loose clothing while entering confined spaces such as grain bins, silos and hoppers as this 
can prevent entanglements.  
 

4. Install Rollover Protective Structures (ROPS) on tractors.   
 

5. Use seat belts while operating tractors with a ROPS. Do not allow additional passengers on the tractor 
with you.  
 

6. While operating tractors and other farm equipment, be very cautious on rural roadways.  
 

7. Use protective gear when operating machinery: Be familiar with hazardous chemicals.  Take extra 
precaution when handling chemicals such as anhydrous ammonia, carbon dioxide, methane gas and 
hydrogen sulfide.   
 

8. Consistently educate your family and co-workers about safety practices, especially children.  
 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-
9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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