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COC Nomination Deadline

The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county
committees is important to farmers and ranchers. ltis crucial that every
eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county
committees are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA).

County committee members are a critical component of the operations of
FSA. They help deliver FSA farm programs at the local level. Farmers and
ranchers who serve on county committees help with the decisions necessary
to administer the programs in their counties. They work to ensure FSA
agricultural programs serve the needs of local producers.

FSA county committees operate within official regulations designed to carry
out federal laws. County committee members apply their judgment and
knowledge to make local decisions.

The COC nomination period runs from June 17, 2014 through August 1,
2014. The nomination form is available at USDA Service Centers and
online. For more information contact your local FSA office.

2012 & 2013 ELAP Losses Must be filed By
Aug. 1, 2014 For Honeybee, Livestock and
Farm-Raised Fish Losses

Producers who suffered eligible livestock, honeybee or farm-raised fish
losses have until August 1, 2014, to submit a notice of loss and application

for payment under the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and
Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP).

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish that
have losses due to disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires. ELAP

assistance is provided for losses not covered by the Livestock Forage Program (LFP) and Livestock Indemnity
Program (LIP). Producers who suffered eligible livestock, honeybee or farm-raised fish losses during 2012 and
2013 program years must submit a notice of loss and application for payment to their local FSA office by August
1, 2014. For 2014 program year losses, the notice of loss and an application for payment must be submitted by
November 1, 2014.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing

For more information, producers can review the ELAP Fact Sheet on the Farm Bill webpage. Producers are
encouraged to make an appointment with their local FSA office to apply for these programs.

Filing for NAP Losses

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by
any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops including

grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop
insurance, you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of
the disaster or when losses become apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final
planting date for the crop.

2012 Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
Coverage for Frost, Freeze, or Weather Related Fruit Losses

The 2014 Farm Bill authorized the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) to
retroactively provide assistance at additional coverage levels under the 2012 Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) to producers of eligible non-insurable fruit crops grown on a tree or bush when low
yields occur due to a natural disaster. Producers are not required to have previously purchased 2012 NAP
coverage to be eligible for this additional assistance.

For more information, producers can review the NAPFF Fact Sheet at:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/nap_frost freeze final.pdf. Producers are encouraged to make an
appointment with their local FSA office to apply for these programs.

New Farm Bill Offers Increased Opportunities for Producers

The 2014 Farm Bill offers increased opportunities for producers including farm loan program modifications that
create flexibility for new and existing farmers. A fact sheet outlining modifications to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Programs is available here.

The Farm Bill expands lending opportunities for thousands of farmers and ranchers to begin and continue
operations, including greater flexibility in determining eligibility, raising loan limits, and emphasizing beginning
and socially disadvantaged producers.

Changes that will take effect immediately include:

e Elimination of the 15 year term limit for guaranteed operating loans.

¢ Modification of the definition of beginning farmer, using the average farm size for the county as a
qualifier instead of the median farm size.

¢ Modification of the Joint Financing Direct Farm Ownership Interest Rate to 2 percent less than regular
Direct Farm Ownership rate, with a floor of 2.5 percent. Previously, the rate was established at 5
percent.

e Increase of the maximum loan amount for Direct Farm Ownership Down Payment Loan Program from
$225,000 to $300,000.

e Elimination of rural residency requirement for Youth Loans, allowing urban youth to benefit.

e Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will not prevent borrowers from obtaining additional loans from
the federal government.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/nap_frost_freeze_final.pdf
http://fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140324_insup_en_fbill.html

e Increase of the guaranteed percentage on Conservation Loans from 75 to 80 percent and 90 percent for
socially disadvantaged borrowers and beginning farmers.

e  Microloans will not count toward direct operating loan term limits for veterans and beginning farmers.

Additional modifications must be implemented through the rulemaking processes. Visit the FSA Farm Bill website
for detailed information and updates to farm loan programs.

USDA Kicks Off the 2014 "Feds Feed Families" Nationwide
Food Drive

USDA kicked off the 6th annual Feds Feed Families Campaign on June 2, 2014.

The food drive is an annual event in which Federal employees, nationwide, collect food for distribution by food
banks, food pantries, and shelters.

The Feds Feed Families program started in 2009. The 2014 food drive officially began on June 2 and will run
through August 27.

All Federal agencies across the country participate in the campaign and Federal employees are asked to donate
non-perishable food items throughout the summer. Donations are given to local food banks across the country —
having a positive impact to help food banks address food insecurity. Secretary Vilsack noted that the latest USDA
estimates show that in 2012, food insecurity affected 14.5 percent of American households at some point.

If you are interested in making a donation to the annual "Feds Feed Families" Food Drive, please contact your
local USDA Service Center at 616-942-4111 x 2.

For more information on the Feds Feed Families campaign, please visit: http://www.usda.gov/fedsfeedfamilies.

Important Dates to Remember

e August 1st - Final date for County Offices to receive FSA-669A’s, County Committee nomination forms

e August 1st - 2012 and 2013 Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised
Fish Program (ELAP) signup deadline

e August 1st - Deadline to request a farm reconstitution for 2014

August 15th - Deadline to report 2013 Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)

production evidence

September 22nd — NAPFF signup deadline

September 1st — Office closed in observance of Labor Day

October 13th — Office closed in observance of Columbus Day

November 1st - 2014 ELAP Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised

Fish Program (ELAP) signup deadline

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-
9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).


http://fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing&utm_source=spotlight&utm_medium=click&utm_content=rotation1&utm_campaign=2014farmbill
http://www.usda.gov/fedsfeedfamilies
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