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Lapeer/Oakland County News 
 

June/July 2010                                                                             Issue No. 2 

     
Lapeer/Oakland 
County FSA 
USDA Service Center 
1739 N Saginaw St 
Lapeer, MI  48446 
810-664-0895 ext. 2 
810-664-8254 ( fax) 
 
Web Sites 
www.fsa.usda.gov 
www.sc.egov.usda.gov 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mi 
 
Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
County Committee 
Jerry Cooper, Chairperson 
Barb Knust, Vice-Chair 
Terry Lose, Member 
Dennis Fogler, Member 
Tom Valentine 
Alfonso Castillo, Advisor 
 
Staff 
Marlene Chesney, PT 
Tara Eldridge, PT 
Diane Koehler, PT 
Susan Swosinski, PT 
Lloyd “Doc” Russell, Field Asst. 
Larry Sheridan, FLO 
Andrew Calcaterra CED 
 

Dates to Remember 
May 31- Memorial Day, office 
closed 
June 1 –Final date to request 
’09 corn & soybean loans 
June 1 – DCP/ACRE Enroll-
ment deadline 
June 15 – Deadline to submit 
forms CCC-927/928 to IRS 
June 30 – Deadline to report 
fall-seeded small grains 
July 5 – Office closed in obser-
vance of Independence Day 
July 15 – Deadline to report all 
crops except fall-seeded small 
grain 
Aug 1 – Last day to request a 
farm combination or division 
Continues – Farm Storage 
Facility Loans 
Continues – Continuous Con-
servation Reserve Program & 
CRP-SAFE 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Crop Reporting 
The annual, timely and accurate reporting of 
acres for all crops and land uses, including 
failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits for 
a variety of Farm Service Agency programs.  
All cropland on the farm must be reported to 
receive benefits from the Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program, marketing assistance loans 
and Load Deficiency Payments. 
Conservation Reserve Program acreage must 
be reported to receive annual rental payments. 
And, crop acreage for Non-insured Crop Dis-
aster Assistance Program (NAP) must also be 
reported.  
Crop reports, form FSA-578, Report of 
Acreage, must account for all cropland on a 
farm, whether idle or planted. Producers need 
to file their acreage reports by June 30, 2010 
for fall seeded small grains and July 15, 2010 
for all other crops, including land enrolled in 
CRP and GRP. 
Prevented Planting: 
Prevented planting needs be reported no later 
than 15 calendar days after the final planting 
date. 
Failed Acreage: 
Reports of failed acreage must be filed before 
disposition of the crop, and producers must be 
able to establish to the satisfaction of the 
county committee that the crop failed and was 
prevented from being replanted through the 
normal planting period because of natural 
disaster conditions. 
 
 

Measurement Service 
Farmers who would like a guarantee on their 
crop plantings and land use acreages can make 
it official by using the FSA measurement ser-
vice. Producers must file a request with the 
county office staff and pay the cost of a field 
visit to have stake and referencing done on the 
farm.  Measurement service is available using 
digital imagery and where an on-site visit is 
not required are charged at a reduced rate. 
 
Producers can request ortho-imagery and CLU 
covering their land (commonly referred to as a 
clip) at no charge. This would provide the 
acreage of an entire field.     
 

 
 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) 

      
USDA has a Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Internal Revenue Service to establish 
an electronic information exchange process for 
verifying compliance with the adjusted gross 
income (AGI) provisions for farm programs.  
Written consent will be required from each 
producer or payment recipient for the tax re-
view process.  No actual tax data will be 
included in the report that IRS sends to 
USDA.   
 

The agreement ensures that payments are not 
issued to producers whose AGI exceeds cer-
tain limits.  The limits set in the 2008 Farm 
Bill are $500,000 nonfarm average AGI for 
commodity and disaster programs; $750,000 
farm average AGI for direct payments; and $1 
million nonfarm average AGI for conservation 
programs.  
 
Participants in programs subject to average 
AGI rules must submit form CCC‐927 (Indi‐
vidual) and/or CCC‐928 (Legal Entity) to the 
Internal Revenue Service by June 15 to avoid 
interruption of program benefits.  These 
forms may be obtained from local FSA and 
NRCS offices or online at: 
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov  
 
Maintenance of DCP/ACRE Program 
Acres 
DCP participants are required to protect all 
idle contract acres from erosion and weeds.  
Idle fields designated as “contract acres” must
have a sod cover, crop residue, or volunteer 
grasses.  Weeds are not an acceptable cover 
and must be mowed.  Failure to control weeds 
on contract acres will cost you program bene-
fits if the COC determines the producer failed 
to demonstrate a good faith effort to control 
weeds and/or erosion. 
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Nominations for County Committee Open June 15 
County Committee (COC) members are a critical component of the operations of Farm Service  
Agency (FSA). They help in the delivery of FSA farm programs at a local level, as well as, work to 
make FSA farm programs serve the needs of local producers.  
  
Since County Committee elections happen once a year, here is a refresher. For election purposes, 
counties are divided into local administrative areas, or LAAs. Each LAA contributes one producer to 
serve a three-year term on the Farm Service Agency county committee. 
  
Each year, an election is held in an LAA to replace the committee member whose three-year term is 
expiring. Lapeer and Oakland County will be holding an election for a person to represent LAA 3, 
which includes Goodland, Imlay, Hadley, Metamora, Dryden, and Almont Townships. LAA 4 which 
includes Holly Groveland, Rose, Springfield, Highland, White Lake, Commerce, Lyon, Novi, and Mil-
ford Townships. 
 
Nominations for candidates to run for the FSA county committee election representing producers in 
Local Administrative Area 3 & 4 will be accepted from June 15 
through August 2, 2010. 
 
Producers who are eligible to vote in LAA 3 & 4 and who participate or cooperate in an FSA 
program and are of legal voting age, may be nominated to serve on the county committee. 
  
Individuals may nominate themselves or others as candidates. Additionally, organizations 
representing minority and women farmers may nominate candidates. All farmers, ranchers and other 
agricultural producers are encouraged to participate. 
  
To be valid, the nomination form must be signed by the person being nominated, indicating agreement 
to serve if elected, and returned to the FSA county office by the close of business on August 2, or 
postmarked by midnight August 2, 2010. 
  
A nomination form, FSA-669A, is included in this newsletter. More information on the elections, including 
nomination forms, is available at the county office or online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections .  
 

 
 

Sodbuster Regulations 
The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the plowing up of erosion-prone grasslands for use as cropland. Sodbuster violations 
are unauthorized tillage practices on highly erodible lands that converted native vegetation such as rangeland or woodland, to 
crop production after Dec. 23, 1985. 
 
Farmers and ranchers should be aware that if they use highly erodible land for crop production without proper conservation 
measures, they risk losing eligibility to participate in Farm Service Agency programs. 
Before producers clear, plow or otherwise prepare areas not presently under crop production for planting, they are required to 
file an AD-1026, indicating the area to be brought into production. 
If Natural Resources Conservation Service indicates on a CPA-026 that the area will be highly erodible land, the producer will 
be required to develop and implement a conservation plan on the affected acreage, before bringing land into production. 
In addition, producers and the producer’s affiliates have to file an AD-1026 in the administrative or control county office be-
fore any farm program payments can be made. The AD-1026 is the producer’s signed certification that HELC, as well as 
wetland conservation, provisions will not be violated. 
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Lapeer County FSA Office 
1739 N Saginaw St  
Lapeer, MI 48446 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-
grams.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   
 
To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400  
Independence Avenue, SW. Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 
(English Federal relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal relay).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
 
Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing impairment.  If accommo-
dations are required, please contact Andrew Calcaterra at 810-664-0895, ext. 2 
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