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NEW COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION 
BALLOTS TO BE MAILED 
The County Committee Election ballots were mailed to farm owners and 
operators in the following townships this year:  Woodstock, Cambridge, 
Rome, Franklin, Adrian, Clinton, Tecumseh and Macon.  Nominees are 
Michael J. Feight of Tecumseh (incumbent) and John Scott Schultz of 
Onsted.  

The ballots mailed on November 4 were incorrectly printed with the 
producer's name and address on the back of the ballot. County Committee 
elections must use a secret ballot, so the misprinted ballots cannot be used. 
Please destroy or recycle the misprinted ballot. If you have already voted, 
your ballot will be destroyed unopened.  

New ballots will be mailed to producers on December 20, 2013.  

These ballots will indicate that they are the corrected ballot in several places, 
including on the outside of the mailing, on the ballot and on the outside of 
the return envelope.    

The corrected ballot must be returned to the Lenawee County FSA 
Office or postmarked by January 17, 2014. All newly elected County 
Committee members will take office February 18, 2014.   

If you don’t receive a ballot and own or operate agricultural land or share in 
crop ownership, please call 263-7400 extension106 and we will get you on 
our records and get a ballot to you. We don't want to omit anyone who is an 
eligible voter.    

County Committee members are an important component of the operations 
of FSA and provide a link between the agricultural community and USDA. 
Farmers and ranchers elected to county committees help deliver FSA 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing


 

 

Next County Committee 
Meeting:  January 22, 2014 at 
8:30 AM 

programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to make 
decisions on commodity price support programs; conservation programs; 
disaster and emergency programs and program eligibility. FSA committees 
operate within official regulations designed to carry out federal laws.  
 
To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate 
in an FSA program. A person who is not of legal voting age, but supervises 
and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm may also be eligible to 
vote. More information on county committees, such as the new 2013 fact 
sheet and brochures, can be found at this office or on the FSA website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.   
 

 

 
2014 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES 
Attention hay and wheat producers! The acreage reporting date was November 15th for 2014 crop wheat and 
forage.  This includes established hay fields and new forage seedings.  Due to a waiver being authorized, 
producers now have until January 15, 2014 to report wheat and forage crops without paying a late-file fee.  Late 
file fees will be assessed for 2013 crops reported after September 15, 2013, and 2014 crops reported after 
January 15, 2014.  Please note that the Risk Management Agency (RMA) did not grant a waiver so producers 
need to consult their crop insurance agent for deadlines for insured crops.  

Please call 263-7400 extension 106 for an appointment to do your crop report. 2014 crop reports for apples, 
blueberries, cherries, grapes and peaches are due by 1/15/14.  

If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 
later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided 
to the county office. If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.  

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date 
for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the reporting date or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the 
crop begins.  

New!  Producers can purchase both NAP and RMA coverage for 2014 annual forage crops. NAP coverage will 
not be available for 2015 annual forage crops.  

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact us at 517-263-7400 extension 
105 or 106.  

For information about FSA programs, visit your county USDA Service Center or go to www.fsa.usda.gov/.  
 

FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOAN PROGRAM 
The Farm Storage Facility Loan Program (FSFLP) allows producers of eligible commodities to obtain low-interest 
financing to build or upgrade farm storage and handling facilities.  

The new maximum principal amount of a loan through FSFL is $500,000. Participants are required to provide a 
down payment of 15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for the remaining 85 percent of the net cost of the 
eligible storage facility and permanent drying and handling equipment. Additional security is required for poured-
cement open-bunker silos, renewable biomass facilities, cold storage facilities, hay barns and for all loans 
exceeding $50,000. Loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available depending on the amount of the loan. Interest 
rates for each term rate may be different and are based on the rate which CCC borrows from the Treasury 
Department.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=cce
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTMxMTE1LjI1Mjg4NDgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEzMTExNS4yNTI4ODQ4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTczNzE5JmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2Fzc2llLmJhYmxlQHR4LnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1jYXNzaWUuYmFibGVAdHgudXNkYS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&100&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


The following commodities are eligible for farm storage facility loans: 
 
·         Corn, soybeans, oats, wheat, barley or minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain  

·         Corn, wheat, oats or barley harvested as other-than-whole grain  

·         Hay  

·         Renewable biomass  

·         Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables - cold storage facilities  

·         Honey  
 
For more information about FSFL please visit your FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov.    

 
MARKETING ASSISTANCE LOANS (MAL)  
Short-term financing is available by obtaining low interest commodity loans for eligible harvested production. A 
nine-month Marketing Assistance Loan provides financing that allows producers to store production for later 
marketing. The crop may be stored on the farm or in the warehouse.  

Loans are available for producers who share in the risk of producing the eligible commodity and maintain 
beneficial interest in the crop through the duration of the loan.  Beneficial interest means retaining the ability to 
make decisions about the commodity, responsibility for loss because of damage to the commodity and title to the 
commodity. Once beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, it is ineligible for a loan, even if you regain beneficial 
interest. 

 
MAINTAINING THE QUALITY OF LOANED GRAIN 
Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is heaped up, airflow 
is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases.  

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans use the farm-stored grain as collateral and should remember 
that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term of the loan. 

 
UNAUTHORIZED DISPOSITION OF GRAIN 
If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without prior written 
authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The financial penalties for 
unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s name will be placed on a loan violation list for a two-year 
period.  Always call before you haul any grain under loan.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),  
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

