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e DATES TO REMEMBER
MARKETING ASSISTANCE LOANS (MAL)
FSA ADVISES PRODUCERS TO ANTICIPATE PAYMENT REDUCTIONS DUE TO MANDATED
SEQUESTER

e FSA ANNOUNCES THE RESUMPTION OF 2013 CROP COMMODITY LOAN DISBURSEMENTS
NEW COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION BALLOTS TO BE MAILED
LDPS FOR UNSHORN LAMB PELTS

Mason/Oceana/Lake/Manistee Dates to Remember
County FSA Office

December 25 — Office closed for Christmas Day
655 N. Scottville Rd.
Scottville, MI 49454-9569 January 1, 2014 — Office Closed for New Year's Day
Phone: 231-757-3707

Fax: 855-663-1378 . .
January 15, 2014 - Apples, Asparagus, Blueberries, Cherries, Grapes,

. . Peaches, Plums, Strawberries, and all other perennial orchard crops
County Executive Director:

Kathi Lerg . . . .
January 15, 2014- Deadline to submit previous year’s (2013) production
records.

Farm Loan Manager:

Larry Cleary ** NOTE: Beginning with the November 15, 2013 certification deadline for
2014 crop year perennial forage certifications, a late filing fee will be

Program Technicians: assessed on crops certified after their respective reporting deadlines.

Debbie Schulz
Beth Saxton
Laura Wilson

MARKETING ASSISTANCE LOANS (MAL)

County Committee

John LaPointe Short-term financing is available by obtaining low interest commodity loans
Chuck Schade for eligible harvested production. A nine-month Marketing Assistance Loan
Sarah Grabowski provides financing that allows producers to store production for later
James Bush marketing. The crop may be stored on the farm or in the warehouse.

Eric Herrygers
Loans are available for producers who share in the risk of producing the

Advisor eligible commodity and maintain beneficial interest in the crop through the
Shirley MacKenzie duration of the loan. Beneficial interest means retaining the ability to make
decisions about the commodity, responsibility for loss because of damage to
Next County Committee the commodity and title to the commodity. Once beneficial interest in a
Meeting: January 23, 2014 commodity is lost, it is ineligible for a loan, even if you regain beneficial

at 9:00 am interest.



FSA ADVISES PRODUCERS TO ANTICIPATE PAYMENT
REDUCTIONS DUE TO MANDATED SEQUESTER

USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) is reminding farmers and ranchers who participate in FSA programs to plan
accordingly in FY2014 for automatic spending reductions known as sequestration. The Budget Control Act of 2011
(BCA) mandates that federal agencies implement automatic, annual reductions to discretionary and mandatory
spending limits. For mandatory programs, the sequestration rate for FY2014 is 7.2%. Accordingly, FSA is implementing
sequestration for the following programs:

Dairy Indemnity Payment Program;

Marketing Assistance Loans;

Loan Deficiency Payments;

Sugar Loans;

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program;

Tobacco Transition Payment Program;

2013 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Payments;

2013 Average Crop Revenue Election Program;

2011 and 2012 Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program;
Storage, handling; and Economic Adjustment Assistance for
upland cotton

Conservation Reserve Program payments are specifically exempt by statute from sequestration, thus these payments
will not be reduced.

These sequester percentages reflect current law estimates; however with the continuing budget uncertainty, Congress
still may adjust the exact percentage reduction. Today’s announcement intends to help producers plan for the impact of
sequestration cuts in FY2014.

At this time, FSA is required to implement the sequester reductions. Due to the expiration of the Farm Bill on
September 30, FSA does not have the flexibility to cover these payment reductions in the same manner as in FY13.
FSA will provide notification as early as practicable on the specific payment reductions.

For information about FSA programs, visit your county USDA Service Center or go to www.fsa.usda.gov/.

FSA ANNOUNCES THE RESUMPTION OF 2013 CROP
COMMODITY LOAN DISBURSEMENTS

The Farm Service Agency has resumed processing and disbursement of 2013 crop commodity loans. Crop year 2013
commodity loan-making was suspended Oct. 1, 2013, to make changes necessary to accommodate the automatic
funding reductions known as sequester.

The commodity loan programs provide interim financing to producers for agricultural commodities stored after harvest
and then sold throughout the year. Producers requesting 2013 crop commaodity loans on their harvested commodities
now will have a 5.1 percent reduction to the loan amount upon its disbursement, due to the sequestration. Commodity
loans issued by marketing associations and loan servicing agents are also subject to the sequestration reduction.

During the period that loan-making was suspended, producers were still able to submit loan applications to their county
FSA offices, marketing associations and loan servicing agents. The processing and disbursement of these applications
will begin immediately.

For further information about commaodity marketing loans, farmers may contact their local FSA office or go online to
www.fsa.usda.gov.
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NEW COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION BALLOTS TO BE MAILED

The County Committee Election ballots that were mailed to producers on Nov. 4 were incorrectly printed with the
producer's name and address on the back of the ballot. County committee elections must use a secret ballot so the
misprinted ballots cannot be used. Please destroy or recycle the misprinted ballot. If you have already voted, your ballot
will be destroyed unopened.

New ballots will be mailed to producers on December 20, 2013. These ballots will indicate that they are the
corrected ballot in several places, including on the outside of the mailing, on the ballot and on the outside of the return
envelope.

The corrected ballot must be returned to the Scottville Service Center FSA Office or postmarked by January
17, 2014. All newly elected county committee members will take office February 18, 2014. All county committee
members whose term expires on Dec. 31, 2013, will have their term extended to January 31, 2014.

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and provide a link between the
agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected to county committees help deliver FSA programs at
the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to make decisions on commaodity price support programs;
conservation programs; incentive indemnity and disaster programs for some commodities; emergency programs and
eligibility. FSA committees operate within official regulations designed to carry out federal laws.

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program. A person who is not of
legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm may also be eligible to vote.

More information on county committees, such as the new 2013 fact sheet and brochures, can be found on the FSA
website at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or at a local USDA Service Center.

LDPS FOR UNSHORN LAMB PELTS

Eligible producers have until Jan. 31, 2014, to apply for Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP) for unshorn pelts produced
during the 2013 crop year.

Eligible producers must have beneficial interest in the pelts, owned the lamb for at least 30 calendar days before the
date of slaughter and sell the unshorn lamb for immediate slaughter. Producers must also comply with wetland
conservation and highly erodible land conservation provisions on all lands they operate or have interest in.

To qualify for payment, pelts must have been produced by an eligible producer from live unshorn lambs of domestic
origin in the United States.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410
or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),

(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=cce
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