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The sign-up periods for DCP and ACRE are still open. Producers are
encouraged to sign up for DCP before the August 2, 2013, deadline. An
even earlier deadline is for ACRE, which will end June 3, 2013.

The 2013 DCP and ACRE program provisions are unchanged from 2012,
except that all eligible participants in 2013 may choose to enroll in either
DCP or ACRE for the 2013 crop year. This means that eligible producers
who were enrolled in ACRE in 2012 may elect to enroll in DCP in 2013 or
may re-enroll in ACRE in 2013. Likewise producers who were enrolled in
DCP may opt for ACRE enrollment.

Read more about DCP and ACRE or contact the FSA county office for more
information, or an appointment to enroll.

Microloans Are Cultivating Big Dreams on
a Small Scale

Microloans are helping small, niche and beginning farmers and ranchers
meet their goals. The less burdensome and more simplified loan process
allows producers to apply for a maximum of $35,000 to pay for initial start-up
expenses such as hoop houses, essential tools, irrigation, delivery vehicles
and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer, utilities, land rents, marketing
and distribution expenses. Producers interested in applying for a microloan
should contact Larry Cleary or Nicole Phillips.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=ner&newstype=newsrel&type=detail&item=nr_20130122_rel_0023.html
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing

CRP Sign-Up Starts Today

Beginning today, the USDA will conduct a four-week general sign-up for the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP), beginning May 20 and ending on June 14. CRP protects the nation's natural resources through voluntary
participation, while providing significant economic and environmental benefits to rural communities across the
United States.

Currently, about 27 million acres are enrolled in CRP. Producers that are accepted in the program can receive
cost-share assistance to plant long-term, resource-conserving covers and receive an annual rental payment for
the length of the contract which is 10-15 years.

Contracts on 3.3 million acres of CRP are set to expire on September 30, 2013. Producers with expiring
contracts or producers with environmentally sensitive land are encouraged to evaluate their options under CRP.

For more information on CRP and other FSA programs, visit a local FSA service center or www.fsa.usda.gov.

Acreage Certification

After spring planting, producers should certify their 2013 acreage. Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops
and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits for a
variety of programs.

Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the disaster event and before disposition of the crop.
Prevented planting must be reported no later than 15 days after the final planting date.

Acreage reports are required for many Farm Service Agency programs. For crops enrolled in programs other
than NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program), acreage reports are to be certified by the July 15th
deadline. All 2014 perennial forage, fall wheat and all other fall-seeded small grains must be reported by the
November 15th deadline.

Acreage reports on crops covered by NAP are due in the county office by January 15th for all perennial crops
such as: apples, cherries, grapes, peaches, asparagus and strawberries. The deadline is July 15th for all other
crops, or 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the specific crop acreage being reported.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

Farm Storage Facility Loans

The Farm Storage Facility Loan Program (FSFLP) allows producers of eligible commodities to obtain low-interest
financing to build or upgrade farm storage and handling facilities.

The new maximum principal amount of a loan through FSFL is $500,000. Participants are now required to
provide a down payment of 15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for the remaining 85 percent of the net cost of
the eligible storage facility and permanent drying and handling equipment. New loan terms of seven, 10 or 12
years are available depending on the amount of the loan. Interest rates for each term rate may be different and
are based on the rate which CCC borrows from the U.S. Treasury Department.

Payments are available in the form of a partial disbursement and the remaining final disbursement. The patrtial
disbursement will be available after a portion of the construction has been completed. The final fund
disbursement will be made when all construction is completed. The maximum amount of the partial disbursement
will be 50 percent of the projected and approved total loan amount.

Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the FSA county office that maintains the farm's records. An FSFL
must be approved before any site preparation or construction can begin.

Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the FSA county office that maintains the farm's records. An FSFL
must be approved before any site preparation or construction can begin.

For more information about FSFL please visit your FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov.

Dates to Remember

May 20 CRP sign-up begins

May 27 Memorial Day-Office closed

June 3  ACRE enrollment deadline

June 14 CRP sign-up ends

June 30 Last day to report fall seeded grain crops without a late fee assessment
July 4  Independence Day-Office closed

July 15 Crop reporting deadline

August1  Close of County Committee nomination period for LAA 2

August 2 DCP enrollment deadline

Farm Record Changes

June 1, 2013 is the deadline to provide changes to your farm records at the local FSA office for the current crop
year. If you are changing your operation entity type, adding or dropping cropland or farms, or adding entities to
your operation, contact the FSA county office by June 1.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

Guaranteed Loan Program

The Farm Service Agency loan limit for the Guaranteed Loan Program has increased to $1,302,000. The limit is
adjusted annually based on data compiled by the National Agricultural Statistics Service.

The lending limit increases every year according to an inflation index. The maximum combined guaranteed and
direct farm loan indebtedness has increased to $1,602,000.

As a reminder, the one-time loan origination fee charged on FSA guaranteed farm ownership and operating
loans is 1.5 percent of the guaranteed portion of the loan.

Producers should contact their local FSA County Offices with questions about farm loans.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),

(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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