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SOYBEAN REFERENDUM 
Soybean Request For Referendum- The USDA Farm Service Agency is 
accepting Soybean Request For Referendum documents through May 30th 
2014.  The United Soybean Board administers a coordinated promotion and 
research program designed to expand uses of soybeans and soy 
products.  Eligible voters must have produced soybeans and paid an 
assessment in 2012 or 2013.  Producers who desire a referendum shall 
participate.  Form LS-51-1 can be obtained online or from your FSA office 
and should be accompanied by supporting documentation.  Contact 
your County Office for additional information. 

HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND AND WETLAND 
COMPLIANCE 
Landowners and operators are reminded that in order to receive payments 
from USDA, they must be compliant with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and 
Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.   Farmers with HEL determined soils 
must apply tillage, crop residue and rotation requirements as specified in 
their conservation plan.   

Producers should notify FSA prior to conducting land clearing or drainage 
projects to ensure compliance.  If you intend to clear any trees to create new 
cropland, these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure any work will not 
jeopardize your eligibility for benefits.  

Landowners and operators can complete form AD-1026 Highly Erodible 
Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to 
determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) is necessary.    
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USDA’S FARM SERVICE AGENCY (FSA) OFFERS FARM BILL 
WEBSITE AND ONLINE OVERVIEW OF FARM BILL PROGRAMS 
The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the Act), also known as the 2014 Farm Bill, was signed by President Obama on Feb. 
7, 2014. The Act repeals certain programs, continues some programs with modifications, and authorizes several 
new programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA). Most of these programs are authorized and 
funded through 2018. 

For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, please visit our Farm Bill website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for an FSA program overview please read, download and/or print our recently 
posted FSA Farm Bill Fact Sheet titled, What’s in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service Agency Customers?  

For more information on FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center or visit us online at 
www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
MIDLAND COUNTY IS ELIGIBLE FOR EMERGENCY LOANS 
Midland County was declared a contiguous disaster county due to physical damage and losses caused by 
excessive rain, flash flooding, flooding, high winds, hail, lightning and tornado like conditions that occurred from 
April 12, 2014 through April 15, 2014. Under this designation, producers with operations in any primary or 
contiguous county are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans.  

Emergency loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding and other 
natural disasters or quarantine.  

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration (until January 5, 2015) to apply for emergency loan 
assistance. FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, 
security available and repayment ability. Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of actual production or physical 
losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000.  Other eligibility requirements apply.  

For more information about emergency loans, please contact your local FSA office or visit our website on 
Emergency Loans. 

 
NEW FARM BILL OFFERS INCREASED OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
PRODUCERS 
The 2014 Farm Bill offers increased opportunities for producers including farm loan program modifications that 
create flexibility for new and existing farmers. A fact sheet outlining modifications to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Programs is available here.  

The Farm Bill expands lending opportunities for thousands of farmers and ranchers to begin and continue 
operations, including greater flexibility in determining eligibility, raising loan limits, and emphasizing beginning and 
socially disadvantaged producers.  

Changes that will take effect immediately include:  

· Elimination of loan term limits for guaranteed operating loans.  

· Modification of the definition of beginning farmer, using the average farm size for the county as a 
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qualifier instead of the median farm size.  

· Modification of the Joint Financing Direct Farm Ownership Interest Rate to 2 percent less than regular 
Direct Farm Ownership rate, with a floor of 2.5 percent. Previously, the rate was established at 5 
percent. 

· Increase of the maximum loan amount for Direct Farm Ownership down payments from $225,000 to 
$300,000.  

· Elimination of rural residency requirement for Youth Loans, allowing urban youth to benefit.  

· Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will not prevent borrowers from obtaining additional loans from 
the federal government.  

· Increase of the guarantee amount on Conservation Loans from 75 to 80 percent and 90 percent for 
socially disadvantaged borrowers and beginning farmers.  

· Microloans will not count toward loan term limits for veterans and beginning farmers.  

Additional modifications must be implemented through the rulemaking processes. Visit the FSA Farm Bill website 
for detailed information and updates to farm loan programs.  

 
LIVESTOCK DISASTER ASSISTANCE SIGN-UP UNDERWAY 
Livestock disaster program enrollment opened on April 15, 2014. These disaster programs are authorized by the 
2014 Farm Bill as permanent programs and provide retroactive authority to cover losses that occurred on or after 
Oct. 1, 2011.  

To expedite applications, all producers who experienced losses are encouraged to bring records documenting 
those losses to their local FSA Office. Producers should record all pertinent information of natural disaster 
consequences, including:    

• Documentation of the number and kind of livestock that have died, supplemented if possible by 
photographs or video records of ownership and losses  

• Dates of death supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts  
• Costs of transporting livestock to safer grounds or to move animals to new pastures  
• Feed purchases if supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed  
• Crop records, including seed and fertilizer purchases, planting and production records   

Eligible producers can sign-up for the following livestock disaster assistance programs:  

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP):  

· LIP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered livestock death losses in 
excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by 
the federal government or protected by federal law. Producers who suffered livestock death losses 
should submit a notice of loss and an application for payment to their local FSA office by January 30, 
2015.  

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)  

· ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish 
that have losses due to disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires. 
ELAP assistance is provided for losses not covered by LFP and LIP. Producers who suffered eligible 
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livestock, honeybee or farm-raised fish losses during 2012 and 2013 program years must submit a 
notice of loss and application for payment to their local FSA office by August 1, 2014. For 2014 program 
year losses, the notice of loss and an application for payment must be submitted by November 1, 
2014.     

For more information, producers can review the LFP, LIP and ELAP Fact Sheets on the Farm Bill webpage. 
Producers are encouraged to make an appointment with their local FSA office to apply for these programs. 

 
GOVDELIVERY CUSTOMERS ARE NOT IMPACTED BY THE 
HEARTBLEED BUG  
GovDelivery customer subscriptions are not affected by the Heartbleed bug.  This bug has caused major security 
concerns among users of cloud technology. The Heartbleed bug refers to a flaw in an encryption tool used on the 
Internet that can expose data that is meant to be hidden.  

Your GovDelivery account and information is safe. Nothing in the GovDelivery network architecture is 
affected by this bug.  

You can find out more about the Heartbleed bug at http://heartbleed.com. 

 
SAVE TIME – MAKE AN APPOINTMENT WITH FSA 
As we roll out the Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, there will be related signups and in some cases 
multiple management decisions that need to be made by you, the producer, in consult with FSA staff.  To insure 
maximum use of your time and to insure that you are afforded our full attention to your important business needs, 
please call our office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to discuss any records or documentation that 
you may need to have with you when you arrive for your appointment. For local FSA Service Center contact 
information, please visit: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app .  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 
377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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