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2014 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES 
Producers now have until January 15, 2014, to report crops that have a 
November 15, 2013, or December 15, 2013, reporting deadline without 
paying a late-file fee. Crops under this waiver include wheat and native and 
improved grasses intended for grazing or haying. The Risk Management 
Agency (RMA) did not grant a waiver so producers need to consult their crop 
insurance agent for deadlines for insured crops.  
 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers 
are encouraged to visit the Montcalm County FSA office to file an accurate 
crop certification report by the applicable deadline.  
 
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Montcalm County:   
  
November 15, 2013:      Wheat, Alfalfa/Mixed Hay (new and existing) all fall 
seeded Small Grains  
 
January 15, 2014:         Apples, Blueberries, Cherries, Grapes, Peaches  
 
July 15, 2014:               CRP, Forage seedings, All other crops  
 
The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:  
 
.           If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting 
date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after 
planting is completed. 
  
·         If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage 
reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars 
days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must 
be provided to the county office. 
  
·         If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover 
only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be 
reported by July 15th.   
 
Late file fees will be assessed for 2013 crops reported after September 15, 
2013, and 2014 crops reported after January 15, 2014.  
 
For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please 
contact the Montcalm County FSA office at (989)831-4212 extension 2.  

 
 

 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing


 
INCREASED GUARANTEED LOAN LIMIT 
2BThe Farm Service Agency maximum loan limit for the Guaranteed Loan Program has increased to $1,355,000 
effective Oct. 1, 2013. The limit is adjusted annually based on data compiled by the National Agricultural 
Statistics Service.   
 
The lending limit is adjusted every year according to an inflation index. The maximum combined guaranteed and 
direct farm loan indebtedness will also increase to $1,655,000. 
 
As a reminder, the one-time loan origination fee charged on FSA guaranteed Farm Ownership and operating 
loans is 1.5 percent of the guaranteed portion of the loan. 
 
Producers should contact their local FSA Office with questions about farm loans.  

 
MARKETING ASSISTANCE LOANS (MAL)  
Short-term financing is available by obtaining low interest commodity loans for eligible harvested production. A 
nine-month Marketing Assistance Loan provides financing that allows producers to store production for later 
marketing. The crop may be stored on the farm or in the warehouse.  

Loans are available for producers who share in the risk of producing the eligible commodity and maintain 
beneficial interest in the crop through the duration of the loan.  Beneficial interest means retaining the ability to 
make decisions about the commodity, responsibility for loss because of damage to the commodity and title to the 
commodity. Once beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, it is ineligible for a loan, even if you regain beneficial 
interest.  

 
MICROLOAN PROGRAM 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to better serve the unique financial 
operating needs of beginning, niche and small family farm operations.    

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers with credit needs of $35,000 or less. The loan 
features a streamlined application process built to fit the needs of new and smaller producers.  This loan program 
will also be useful to specialty crop producers and operators of community supported agriculture (CSA).    

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop 
houses to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer, 
utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution expenses.  As financing needs increase, applicants can apply for 
a regular operating loan up to the maximum amount of $300,000 or obtain financing from a commercial lender 
under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Program.  

Individuals who are interested in applying for a microloan or would like to discuss other farm loan programs 
available should contact their local FSA office to set up an appointment with a loan official.   

 
FSA SIGNATURE POLICY 
Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in program 
benefits. The following are FSA signature guidelines:  

·         Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an 



interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the county office  

·         Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures, 
corporations, or other similar entities  

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office.  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),  
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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