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Ogemaw County FSA Updates 
DEAR PRODUCERS:  Welcome to the new bulletins and updates service from your Ogemaw County 
FSA office. Note that you are welcome to request to receive bulletins from more than one county and 
can add or remove individual subscriptions at any time.  

 
 Ogemaw County 
FSA Office  
    
Address:  
240 W. Wright St 
West Branch, MI 48661 
 
Phone:  989-345-5470 
Fax:  989-345-4010    
 
Hours: 8:00 AM - 4:30 
PM 
 
County Executive 
Director:  
John C. Porath 
 
Program Technicians:  
Jane Illig 
 
County Committee 
(COC)  
James Bischoff, Chair  
Bradley Kartes, Vice 
Chair  
Klint Marshall, Member  
Julie Nelkie, Advisor 

County Committee Nominations 
     The election of agricultural producers to the Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
county committees is important to all farmers and ranchers, whether 
beginning or long-established, large or small operation. It is crucial that every 
eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county 
committees are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture.   
     County committee members are a critical component of the operations of 
FSA. They help deliver FSA farm programs at the local level.  Farmers and 
ranchers who serve on county committees help with the decisions necessary 
to administer the programs in their counties. They work to ensure FSA 
agricultural programs serve the needs of local producers.  
     FSA county committees operate within official regulations designed to 
carry out federal laws. County committee members apply their judgment and 
knowledge to make local decisions.   
     The COC nomination period runs from June 15, 2012 through August 1, 
2012.  For more information just contact your local FSA office.   

 
DCP/ACRE Sign-Up Deadline  
     Enrollment for the 2012 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) will 
continue through June 1, 2012. USDA urges producers to make use of the 
eDCP automated website to sign-up or visit any USDA Service Center to 
complete the 2012 DCP contract.  
     USDA computes DCP Program payments using base acres and payment 
yields established for each farm. Eligible producers receive direct payments 
at rates established by statute regardless of market prices.  For more 
information on this or other programs, contact the nearest FSA office.   
     The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) offers producers an 
alternative to Direct and Counter-Cyclical (DCP) payments. The ACRE 
alternative provides eligible producers a state-level revenue guarantee, 
based on the five-year state Olympic average yield and the two-year national 
average price.  
     ACRE payments are made when both state- and farm-level triggers are 
met. By participating in ACRE, producers elect to forgo counter-cyclical 
payments.  Producers also agree to receive a 20 percent reduction in direct 



payments and a 30 percent reduction in loan rates.  
     A decision to elect ACRE binds the producer to the program through the 
2012 crop year, the last crop year covered by the 2008 Farm Bill.  For more 
details contact the local FSA office.  

 
Deadline for Reporting Crop - July 15th 
     The annual, timely and accurate reporting of acres for all crops and land 
uses, including failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits for a variety of 
FSA programs.  All cropland on the farm must be reported to receive benefits 
from the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program, marketing assistance loans 
and Load Deficiency Payments.  
     Conservation Reserve Program acreage must be reported to receive 
annual rental payments. Crop acreage for Non-Insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) also must be reported.  
     Crop reports — form FSA-578, Report of Acreage — must account for all 
cropland on a farm, whether idle or planted. Producers need to file their 
acreage reports by July 15, 2012. 

 
MILC Program 
     FSA’s Milk Income Loss Contract Program (MILC) compensates dairy 
producers when domestic milk prices fall below a specified level. MILC 
payments are made when the Boston Class I milk price falls below $16.94 
per hundredweight (cwt) as adjusted by the dairy feed ration adjustment. The 
monthly Boston price is posted online at:  
http://www.fmmone.com/Northeast_Order_Prices/NE_Prices_main_new.htm.  
     Eligible producers should submit the current MILC (Milk Income 
Loss Contract) statements for payment. Eligibility for 2012 must be 
completed before payments can be disbursed.  Please contact the office to 
check the status of your eligibility.  New producers are encouraged to apply 
for the program any time before Sept. 30, 2012.   

 
Dates to Remember 
June 1 SURE Sign up closes  
June 1 2012 DCP Enrollment Closes  
June 1 Farm Record Changes Deadline  
June 15 COC Nominations Open  
June 15 AGI Form CCC 931 Due  
Aug. 1 Last Day for COC Nominations  
Deadline for spring planted crop insurance purchase or change.  
Deadline for non-insured (NAP) spring crop coverage purchase at FSA. 
    

 

 
For more information on bulletin subjects with the Ogemaw County FSA Office, contact John C. Porath, 
County Executive Director call 989-345-5470.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to 
USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-
9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 
(Spanish Federal-relay).  
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