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Farm Safety 
Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon can be fatal. It takes 
less than five seconds for a person caught in flowing grain to be trapped.   
The mechanical aspects of grain handling equipment, also presents a 
real danger.  Augers, power take offs, and other moving parts can grab 
people or clothing.  

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are 
dangerous enough for adults; not to mention children.  It is always 
advisable to keep children a safe distance from operating farm 
equipment.  Always use extra caution when backing or maneuvering farm 
machinery.  Ensure everyone is visibly clear and accounted for before 
machinery is engaged.  

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year, and that begins 
with putting safety first. 

 

Retirement Announcement 
After 37 years of dedicated service to the Agency, and to the Producers 
of Ogemaw and Bay County's, our Donna Jacobs is retiring. So if you are 
in the area, between now and the end of May stop by the office and 
wish Donna well in her new chapter in life. An open house is being 
planned for May 14th, 2014 from 12-3 p.m.at the Bay County FSA office 
in her honor. All are invited.  

 

https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/11718463/resend%23link_1398267363200
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/11718463/resend%23link_1398267381514
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/11718463/resend%23link_1398267386179
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/11718463/resend%23link_1398267393168
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/11718463/resend%23link_1398267401092
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/11718463/resend%23link_1398267410047
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing


 

USDA SETS DATE FOR SOYBEAN REQUEST FOR 
REFERENDUM  
USDA will offer soybean producers the opportunity to request a referendum on the Soybean Promotion and 
Research Order (Order), as authorized under the Soybean Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information 
Act (Act).  

Soybean producers who are interested in having a referendum to determine whether to continue the Soybean 
Checkoff Program are invited to participate. To be eligible to participate, producers must certify and provide 
documentation that shows that they produced soybeans and paid an assessment on the soybeans during the 
period of Jan. 1, 2012, through Dec. 31, 2013.  

Producers may obtain a form by mail, fax, or in person from FSA county offices starting on May 5, 2014 
through May 30, 2014. Forms are also available on the AMS website. Producers who don't participate in FSA 
programs can still request a referendum at the FSA county office where they own or rent land.  

Completed forms and supporting documentation must be returned to the appropriate FSA county office by fax 
or in person no later than close of business May 30, 2014. If returned by mail, it must be postmarked by 
midnight May 30, 2014, and received in the office by close of business on June 5, 2014.  

Notice of the Request for Referendum will be published in the March 4, 2014, Federal Register. For more 
information, visit the AMS website or contact James Brow, Research and Promotions Branch; Livestock, 
Poultry and Seed Program, AMS, USDA; STOP 0251 - Room 2610-S; 1400 Independence Avenue, SW; 
Washington, D.C. 20250-0251; tel. (202) 720-0633.  

 

2013 ACRE 
Participation in 2013 ACRE requires production reports for planted acres that must be submitted for the 
covered commodities and peanuts planted on the farm by July 15, 2014.  Failure to report production for those 
covered commodities and peanuts planted on ACRE farms may result in contract termination.  If the contract 
is terminated, all payments, including direct payments previously received plus interest will be required to be 
refunded 

 

USDA ANNOUNCES THE EXTENSION OF THE MILK INCOME 
LOSS CONTRACT PROGRAM FOR 2014  
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently announced the extension of the Milk Income Loss Contract 
(MILC) program which protects dairy farmers against income loss through Sept. 1, 2014, or until a new Margin 
Protection Program for dairy producers (MPP) is operational.  

Contracts for eligible producers enrolled in MILC on or before Sept. 30, 2013, are automatically extended until 
the termination date of the MILC program.  Dairy operations with approved MILC contracts will continue to 
receive monthly payments if a payment rate is in effect.   

MILC compensates enrolled dairy producers when the Boston Class I milk price falls below $16.94 per 
hundredweight (cwt), after adjustment for the cost of dairy feed rations.  MILC payments are calculated each 
month using the latest milk price and feed cost, just as in the 2008 Farm Bill.  The payment rate for October 
2013 through January 2014 marketing's is zero.  Payment rates during the months after January 2014 until the 
termination of the MILC program will be determined as the appropriate data becomes available.    

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/SoybeaninformationontheSoybeanRequestforReferendum
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/SoybeaninformationontheSoybeanRequestforReferendum


Continued… 

Producers who want to select a different production start month must visit their local FSA office between April 
14, 2014, and May 30, 2014.  

FSA will provide producers with information on program requirements, updates and sign-ups as the 
information becomes available 

 

USDA ENCOURAGES EARLY REGISTRATION FOR FSA 
PROGRAMS  
USDA recommends that farmers and ranchers register in advance for FSA programs in order to improve the 
sign-up process and expedite implementation of programs. Producers are encouraged to report farm records 
and business structure changes to a local FSA Service Center as soon as possible.   

Examples of updates or changes to report include:  

· New producers or producers who have not reported farm records to FSA.  
 

· Producers who have recently bought sold or rented land.  Those producers need to ensure that 
changes have been reported and properly recorded by local FSA county office personnel. Reports of 
purchased or sold property should include a copy of the land deed, and if land has been leased, then 
documentation should be provided that indicates the producer had/has control of the acreage.  
 

· Producers that have changed business structures (e.g. formed a partnership or LLC) need to ensure 
that these relationships and shares are properly recorded with FSA.  Even family farms that have 
records on file may want to ensure that this is recorded accurately as it may impact payment limits.  

 Farm records can be updated during business hours at FSA Service Centers that administer the county 
where the farm or ranch is located. Producers can contact their local FSA Service Center in advance to find 
out what paperwork they may need.  In addition, bank account information should be supplied or updated if 
necessary to ensure that producers receive payments as quickly as possible through direct deposit.  

For further information about our disaster programs and USDA’s Farm Bill implementation plan, visit FSA’s 
2014 Farm Bill Web page.  FSA Service Center locations can be found on the FSA website.  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, 
DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing&utm_source=spotlight&utm_medium=click&utm_content=rotation1&utm_campaign=2014farmbill
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app

