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Ottawa County Farm Service Agency News

DCP Signup Underway

Signup has started for the 2009 Direct and
Counter-cyclical Payment (DCP) Program for
farms with base acres. You can signup online
or at local USDA service centers. Signup will
continue until June 1, 2009. The June 1, 2009
deadline is mandatory for all participants. FSA
will not accept any late-filed applications.

The electronic DCP (or eDCP) service will
save you time, reduce paperwork and speed
up contract processing at FSA offices. Itis
available to anyone eligible to participate in
the DCP Program and can be accessed at
www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp. To access this on-line
service, you must have an active USDA eAu-
thentication Level 2 account, which requires
filling out an online registration form at
http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov followed by a
visit to the local USDA Service Center for
identity verification.

FSA computes DCP Program payments using
base acres and payment yields established for
each farm. Eligible producers receive direct
payments at rates established by statute re-
gardless of market prices. For 2009, you may
request to receive advance direct payments
based on 22 percent of the direct payment for
each commodity associated with the farm.
FSA will issue advance direct payments later
this month, if requested. Counter-cyclical
payment rates vary depending on market
prices and are issued only when the effective
price for a commodity is statutorily set below
its target price.

Producers who are eligible for the DCP Pro-
gram will also be eligible to enroll in the
Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Pro-
gram. The enrollment period for the ACRE
Program will begin in the spring. You may first
enroll in the DCP Program, receive advance
direct payments and then later modify your
enrollment to include the ACRE program or
you may wait and elect to enroll in DCP and
ACRE at the same time in spring 2009. Once
ACRE is elected for the farm it will remain
enrolled in ACRE for the duration of the 2008
Farm Bill, regardless of owner/operator
changes.

Controlled Substance

Any person who is convicted under federal or
state law of a controlled substance violation
could be ineligible for USDA payments or
benefits. Violations include planting,
harvesting or growing a prohibited plant.
Prohibited plants include marijuana, opium,
poppies and other drug producing plants

MILC Sign Up Underway

Signup for the Milk Income Loss Contract
Program (MILC) is underway and will continue
through the program's expiration date, Sept.
30, 2012.

The 2008 Farm Bill reauthorizes the MILC
Program, which operates similarly to the
counter-cyclical payment program for crops,
and makes three key changes in program
operation. Under the Farm Bill, the MILC
payment rate and the per-operation poundage
limit are modified, depending on when the milk
is produced. In addition, a “feed cost adjuster,”
is introduced over the life of the 2008 Act,
which adjusts the $16.94 per hundredweight
(cwt.) benchmark price upward depending on
the cost of feed rations. When available,
MILC payments are based on a payment rate
percentage that is multiplied by the difference
between a now-flexible target ($16.94 per cwt.
or higher) and the specific month’s Boston
Class | price of milk.

The 2008 Farm Bill made changes to the pro-
visions for payment eligibility and adjusted
gross income (AGI). If the individual or entity
has non-farm AGI greater than $500,000, the
individual or entity is not eligible for MILC
benefits.

For more information on the MILC program,
contact your local USDA Service Center.




Appointments
Recommended

We recommend you call to
make an appointment
before coming to the office
to conduct  business.
This will enable us to pre-
pare any necessary
paperwork and research
issues before your
appointment. We realize
how important your time is,
and this will reduce the
amount of time that you
have to wait in the office.

Appeal Process
After an FSA official
makes a decision on
your request for USDA
services or application,
you will be sent a letter
informing you of the
decision and options you
can pursue if you dis-
agree.

Generally, program
participants have three
choices — an informal
review with the original
agency decision-maker,
an opportunity for me-
diation and finally an
appeal to the next level
of authority within the
agency.

Revised Policy
for Accepting
Prevented
Planted Acreage
Reports

Prevented planted acre-
age credit will no longer be
limited to the maximum
number of acres of the
specific crop planted or
prevented from being
planted effective with the
2009 crop year. CCC-
576’s (notice of loss; ap-
plication for NAP) for
prevented planted acreage
credit are still required.

Power of Attorney

For those who find it difficult to visit the
county office personally because of work
schedules, distance, health, etc., FSA has a
power of attorney form available that en-
ables you to designate another person to
conduct your business at the office. If you
are interested, please contact our office or
any Farm Service Agency office near you
for more information.

Bank Account Changes

Current policy mandates that FSA payments
be electronically transferred into your bank
account. In order for payments to be made,
producers need to notify the FSA county
office if your account has been changed or if
another financial institution purchases your
bank. Payments can be delayed if the FSA
office is not aware of updates to your ac-
count and routing numbers.

Current Disaster Designations

Ottawa County has been designated as a
natural disaster area where eligible farmers
may qualify for FSA emergency loans due
to losses caused by:

Drought conditions that occurred May 1
through September 17, 2008. Must apply
by August 19, 2009.

Severe frost/freeze and cold weather
events that occurred March 1 through May
31, 2008. Must apply by August 31, 2009.

Storms with excessive rain, flooding and
high winds that occurred April 12 through
September 16, 2008. Must apply by August
31, 2009. Please contact the Farm Loan
Manager, Leslie G Wills, for more informa-
tion.

FSA Signature Policy Updates
Using the correct signature when doing
business with FSA can save time and pre-
vent a delay in program benefits. The
following are FSA signature guidelines:

e A married woman shall sign her
given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not
Mrs. John Doe

e For a minor, FSA requires the mi-
nor’ signature and one from an

e Spouses may sign documents on
behalf of each other for FSA and
CCC programs in which either has
an interest, unless written notification
denying a spouse this authority has
been provided to the county office

e Spouses shall not sign on behalf of
each other as an authorized signa-
tory for partnerships, joint ventures,
corporations, or other similar entities

e All members of a general partnership
must sign for the general partnership
unless an individual is authorized to
act on the behalf of the general part-
nership and bind all members

e Spouses may sign on behalf of each
other’s individual interest in a part-
nership, unless notification denying a
spouse that authority is provided to
the county office

e Acceptable signatures for general
partnerships, joint ventures, corpora-
tions, estates, and trusts shall
consist of an indicator “by” or “for”
the individual's name, individual’s
name and capacity, or individual's
name, capacity, and name of entity

For additional clarification on proper signa-
tures contact the office

Cooperation with RMA:

The Agricultural Risk Protection Act of 2000
requires the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and
the Risk Management Agency (RMA) to work
together to improve program compliance and
integrity of the Federal Crop Insurance Pro-
gram. As a result of the passage of the 2000
Act, RMA and FSA are required to coordinate
a plan to identify, address and reconcile dis-
crepancies of all relevant producer-derived
information, and to coordinate a monitoring
program to include fact finding relative to
allegations of program fraud, waste, and
abuse.

FSA will assist RMA and insurance providers
in monitoring conditions throughout the grow-
ing season and conduct growing season
inspections. All suspected cases of fraud,
waste, and abuse concerning the Federal
Crop Insurance Program will be referred to
RMA. FSA will also assist RMA with auditing
claims.

Producers may also report suspected cases
of fraud, waste, and abuse to their local FSA
County Office, the RMA Office or OIG.



Loans to
Beginning
Farmers and
Ranchers.

FSA provides direct and
guaranteed loans to
beginning farmers and
ranchers who don't yet
meet the qualifications
to obtain financing from
a traditional lender.
Each Fiscal Year, the
Agency targets a por-
tion of its direct and
guaranteed farm own-
ership (FO) and
operating loan (OL)
funds to beginning
farmers and ranchers. A
beginning farmer or
rancher is an individual
or entity (1) has not
operated a farm or
ranch for more than 10
years; (2) meets the
loan eligibility criteria
requirements of the
program to which
he/she is applying; (3)
substantially partici-
pates in the operation;
and, (4) for FO pur-
poses, does not own a
farm greater that 30
percent of the median
size farm in the county.
All applicants for direct
FO loans must have
operated a farm for at
least 3 years.

Storage Loans

Available
The current interest rate
is 1.875 (changes
monthly). This is a
seven-year low cost
government loan to
build or remodel storage
facilities for commodi-
ties including wheat,
rice, soybeans and
corn. Please call for
details.

Crop Disaster Program Signup
Deadline

The Farm Service Agency'’s (FSA) Crop Disaster
Program (CDP) signup period for years 2005-
2007 will end Feb. 27, 2009.

The ending date of Feb. 27 applies to the receipt
of a signed and completed FSA-840 application
along with all supporting documentation and
required forms at the applicable county FSA
office. Sign-up information and required forms
are available at each county FSA office. Late
filed applications will not be approved after the
Feb. 27 deadline.

All application determinations will be made by
March 27, 2009. For further questions about
CDP and the sign-up deadline, producers may
contact their county FSA office or visit FSA's
website at http://www.fsa.usda.gov.

Non-insured Assistance Program
(NAP)

The CCC-471 NAP BP (Basic Provisions) is now
available FSA service centers as well as through
the FSA web site located at
http://www.fsa.usda.gov (after accessing the
web site, CLICK “Disaster Assistance Pro-
grams.” On the Disaster Assistance Programs
Home Page, CLICK “View NAP Basic Provi-
sions” located under “I Want To...” This
document provides general information on the
NAP process for producers filing a 2009 or later
CCC-471 (form used to request coverage for the
NAP Program).

Looking For a Farm Loan?

FSA provides financial assistance and business
planning. Farmers that intend to apply to the
Farm Service Agency for loan assistance for the
upcoming crop year are encouraged to file their
applications as early as possible. Filing early will
help ensure that your loan is processed and ap-
proved as early as possible so that planting
decisions can be made. Failure to apply early can
result in a delay in processing loans due to the
volume of applications that must be processed in
date order.

Lamb Check off Program
Continuance Referendum

The Agricultural Marketing Service will offer lamb
producers, feeders, and first handlers the opportu-
nity to vote in a nationwide referendum on whether
to continue or terminate the Lamb Promotion, Re-
search, and Information Order, also known as the
Lamb Check off Program. The Referendum will be
conducted on February 2, 2009 through February
27, 2009, at USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA)
county offices. To be eligible to vote, persons must
certify and provide documentation, such as a sales
receipt or remittance form, which shows they have
been engaged in the production, feeding, or slaugh-
tering of lambs during the period, Jan. 1, 2008,
through Dec. 31, 2008.

Beginning Feb. 2, 2009, and continuing through
Feb. 27, 2009, persons eligible to vote should ob-
tain form LS-86 from a county FSA office either in
person, by mail, fax, or via the Internet at:
http://www.ams.usda.gov/lsmarketingprograms.
Persons must vote in the referendum at the County
FSA office where their administrative farm records
are maintained. For those persons not participating
in FSA programs, the opportunity to vote will be
provided at the County FSA office where the person
owns or rents land.

Form LS-86 and supporting documentation must
be returned in person, by mail, or by fax to the
appropriate county FSA office. The form and docu-
mentation returned in person or by fax must be
received in the appropriate county office prior to the
close of business on Feb. 27, 2009. The form and
documentation returned by mail must be post-
marked no later than midnight on Feb. 27, 2009,
and received in the county FSA office by March 6,
2009.

Rural Youth Loans

Through the Rural Youth Loan Program, FSA
provides financial and business planning as-
sistance that helps rural youth get a start on
their futures. Operating loans are available to
individual rural youths age 10 through 20 to
establish and operate income producing pro-
jects. The Youth Loan Program is designed to
provide start-up funds to establish and operate
income producing projects of modest size in
connection with participation in 4-H clubs, FFA
and similar agriculturally-focused organiza-
tions.

Each project is designed to be part of an or-
ganized and supervised program of work. The
project is to be planned and operated with the
help of an adult or project advisor. It should
provide the youth with practical business and
educational experience, and produce sufficient
income to repay the loan.
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SPECIAL

ACCOMODATIONS
Special accommodations
will be made upon request
for individuals with
disabilities, vision
impairment or hearing
impairment. If
accommodations are
required, individuals
should contact this County
Office in person or by
phone.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure
Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S.
agricultural land to report their holdings to the
Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service
Agency administers this program for USDA.

Foreign persons who have purchased or sold
agricultural land in the county are required to
report the transaction to FSA within 90 days of
the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form
could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent
of the fair market value of the property. County
government offices, Realtors, attorneys and
others involved in real estate transactions are
reminded to notify foreign investors of these
reporting requirements.

Dates to Remember

February | Office Closed — All President’s
16 Day
Last date to request assistance
February |and supply required info for
27 2005-2007 Crop Disaster Pro-
gram
Continues | 2009 DCP Sign-up
Continues | Farm Storage Facility Loans
. Continuous Conservation
Continues
Reserve Program
March 31 Final date to request Wheat loan
or LDP
May 31 Final to request Corn or Soy-

bean Loan or LDP

Visit our Web site at:
www.fsa.usda.gov/mi

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age,
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs,
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-
grams.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




