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CRP General Signup 39 
The Conservation Reserve  
Program (CRP) is the USDA's larg-
est private-lands voluntary 
conservation program. CRP helps 
agricultural producers convert  
environmentally sensitive agricultur-
al land to achieve conservation 
benefits. Certain practices are availa-
ble on a continuous basis, however, it 
has been 5 years since the last com-
petitive general CRP signup took 
place. Producers can offer land for 
CRP general signup August 2 
through August 27, 2010. 
 
To be eligible for CRP, the producer 
must have owned or operated the 
land for at least 12 months prior to 
the close of the CRP signup, August 
27, 2010. Land must be cropland 
which has been planted or considered 
planted to an agricultural commodity 
four of the six crop years from 2002- 
2007, and which is physically and 
legally capable of being planted in a 
normal manner to an agricultural 
commodity. Alfalfa and other multi 
year grasses and legumes grown in a 
rotation not to exceed 12 years, may 
be eligible for this year. 
 
Benefits to CRP include: 

 improved and increased wild-
life habitat 

 improved water quality 
 increased soil quality 
 reduce soil erosion 
 increase air quality 

 
In return for planting long-term  
resource conserving covers, FSA pro-
vides CRP participants annual rental 
payments, maintenance payments, cost-
share and technical assistance. 

Don't miss this opportunity! Contact 
your local USDA Service Center for 
more information. 

 
 

NAP Coverage 
The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) was designed to reduce 
financial losses that occur when natural 
disasters cause a catastrophic loss of pro-
duction or prevented planting of an eligible 
crop by providing coverage equivalent to 
catastrophic (CAT) insurance. Statute limits 
NAP to each commercial crop or agricultur-
al commodity, except livestock, for which 
CAT is not available.   

The application deadline date for the 2011 
NAP coverage for small grains, and forage 
crops is September 30, 2010.   

Producers who already have coverage on 
2010 NAP crops may choose to continue 
coverage on the same crop or crops for 
2011, if the applicable service fee is submit-
ted by the application closing date. A new 
CCC-471, application for coverage is not 
required to be signed when applying for 
continuous coverage of the same crop or 
crops. 

Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) 
or delete a crop(s) from previous year’s 
coverage or changing crop shares must file a 
new CCC-471 with signatures and pay the 
applicable service fee, by sales closing 
dates. 

Producers with NAP coverage must remem-
ber to complete the following to qualify for 
benefits: 
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COUNTY 
COMMITTEE 

ADVISOR 
 
The office is seeking 
individuals to serve in 
a paid capacity to serve 
as a COC Advisor. 
Advisors are needed to 
be a voice for socially 
disadvantaged farmers 
and ranchers, to ensure 
their interests are fairly 
represented. The COC 
solicits nominations 
annually and makes 
recommendations to 
the Michigan State 
Committee for a par-
ticular nominee to be 
appointed. 
 
FARM STORAGE 
FACILITY LOANS 

(FSFL) 
With the implementation of 
the 2008 Farm Bill, produc-
ers of eligible commodities 
can obtain low-interest fi-
nancing to build or upgrade 
farm storage and handling 
facilities.  

The maximum principal 
amount of a loan through 
FSFL is $500,000. Partici-
pants are required to provide 
a down payment of 15-20 
percent, with CCC provid-
ing a loan for the remaining 
80-85 percent of the net cost 
of the eligible storage facili-
ty and permanent drying and 
handling equipment. Loan 
terms of 7, 10 or 12 years 
are available depending on 
the amount of the loan. 
 
Interest rates for each term 
rate may be different and are 
based on the rate which 
CCC borrows from the 
Treasury Department (cur-
rently 2.5% to 3.375%). 
 
Applications for FSFL must 
be submitted to the FSA 
county office that maintains 
the farm's records. An FSFL 
must be approved before 
any site preparation or 
construction begins.  

 NAP Coverage continued
 

Timely file acreage reports and keep  
track of harvested production using 
acceptable methods. For example, 
bale weights or other means of de-
termining quantities of hay are 
required. 
 
File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 

days of when a loss is apparent, 
due to drought, hail, etc.   

 
For more information on NAP cover-
age please contact your nearest Farm 
Service Agency office. 
 

Supplemental Revenue 
Assistance Program 
(SURE) Signup  
Continues 

The Supplemental Revenue Assis-
tance Program (SURE) provides 
benefits for farm revenue losses due 
to natural disaster that occurred in the 
crop years 2008 through September 
30, 2011.  To be eligible for SURE 
payments, a producer is required to 
obtain crop insurance on all crops in 
all counties or, if crop insurance is 
not available, to participate in the 
Non-Insured Assistance Program 
(NAP) except for grazed acreage.  
However, crop insurance or NAP 
coverage is no longer required for 
crops that are not of economic signi-
ficance or those where the 
administrative fee required to buy 
NAP coverage exceeds 10% of the 
value of the coverage. 

Eligible farmers and ranchers who 
meet the definition of Socially Disad-
vantaged, Limited Resource, or 
Beginning Farmer or Rancher are 
exempt from the risk management 
purchase requirement.   

The following are the conditions that 
trigger SURE payments:   

• At least one crop of economic sig-
nificance must suffer a 10% 
production loss due to an eligible 
disaster condition.  A crop of  

 economic significance is a crop that 
has contributed or would have con-
tributed at least 5% or more of the 
total expected revenue from all 
crops on the farm; once for the 
same loss.  

Ottawa County did have a Secretarial  
Disaster declaration for 2008; therefore, 
producers who obtained crop insurance or 
NAP coverage on all crops of economic 
significance will be eligible to apply for 
SURE.  Applications for the 2008 SURE 
Program will be accepted through Sep-
tember 30, 2010. 

 
 
TREE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
(TAP) FOR ORCHARDISTS AND 
NURSERY TREE GROWERS: 
 
  

USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Tree 
Assistance Program (TAP) provides finan-
cial assistance to qualifying orchardists and 
nursery tree growers to replant or rehabili-
tate eligible trees, bushes and vines 
damaged by natural disasters occurring on 
or after Jan. 1, 2008, and before Oct. 1, 
2011.  
 
Eligible Producers 
 
To qualify for TAP, orchardists and nursery 
tree growers must: 

 suffer qualifying tree, bush or vine 
losses in excess of 15 percent (ad-
justed for normal mortality) from an 
eligible natural disaster for the indi-
vidual stand 

  

 have owned the eligible trees, bush-
es and vines when the natural 
disaster occurred; however, eligible 
growers are not required to own the 
land on which eligible trees, bushes 
and vines are planted; 

 
  

 Replace eligible trees, bushes and 
vines within 12 months from the 
date the application is approved. 
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     TAP continued: 

 
Orchardists and nursery tree growers 
may apply to receive TAP benefits at 
local FSA county offices beginning May 
10, 2010, for losses suffered during ca-
lendar years 2008 and 2009, and for 
losses suffered during Jan. 1, 2010, to 
May 7, 2010.  
 
The following table provides the final 
dates to submit a TAP application and 
supporting documentation:  
  

Date of Loss Final Date to Submit an 
Application and Sup-

porting Documentation
May 8, 2010 to 
Sept. 30, 2011 

Within 90 calendar days 
from the later of the 

disaster event or the date 
when the loss of trees, 

bushes or vines is appar-
ent. 

  
More information on TAP is available at 
local FSA offices and on FSA's Web site 
at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/tap. 
 
 

MILC PAYMENT AVAILABLE 
FOR APRIL  

 
The payment rate for the Milk Income 
Contract Program for April 2010 was 
triggered and the final payment rate for 
that month is 0.21150.  Please submit 
your milk production for April (May 
milk check) to the county office for 
payment. Some producers have not yet 
submitted their April production. If you 
are unsure if you have been paid for 
April 2010 Milk, please contact the of-
fice. 
 
 
 

 
“GOT MILK MONEY?” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENTION ASPARAGUS 
PRODUCERS 

Trade Adjustment Assistance 
(TAA) for Farmers 

Apply by September 23, 2010 
 
Available Benefits: 
 

 Free technical training to devel-
op business plans 

 Up to $4,000 to implement initial 
business plan 

 Up to an additional $8,000 for 
developing a long-term business 
plan 

 
Basic Eligibility Requirements: 
 

 Produced and shared in the risk 
of producing asparagus in 2009 

 Produced and shared in the risk 
of producing asparagus in 2006, 
2007 or 2008 

 Provide sales receipts of total 
production to show either lower 
production in 2009 or lower 
prices received in 2009 

 Must meet FSA Average Ad-
justed Gross Income provisions 

 
Where to Apply: 
 
 File For FSA 229-1, sales 

 receipts and other documents with 
your Farm Service Agency Office 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FSFL continued 
 
The following com-
modities are eligible 
for farm 
 storage loans: 

 Corn, grain sorg-
hum, rice, 
soybeans, oats, 
peanuts, wheat, 
barley or minor 
oilseeds harvested 
as whole grain 

 Corn, grain sorg-
hum, wheat, oats 
or barley har-
vested as other-
than-whole grain 

 Hay 
 Renewable bio-

mass, Fruits 
(including nuts) 
and vegetables - 
cold storage facil-
ities 

 For more information 
about FSFL or other 
FSA price support 
program, please visit 
your local FSA office. 
 

OTTAWA 
CONSERVATION 

DISTRICT 
 

The Ottawa Conser-
vation District has a 
new website: 
 
www.ottawacd.org 
 
Please check their 
new website for 
information on man-
agement and 
education of the 
natural resources of 
the county, includ-
ing conservation, 
forestry, groundwa-
ter, wildlife, and 
farmland, plus much 
more. 
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CONSERVATION 
RESERVE 

PROGRAM SIGN UP 
39 

 
AUGUST 2 

THROUGH AUGUST 
27 

 
Contact your local 
service center for 
more information 

 

    

 

Dates to Remember 

August 27, 
2010

Final date to apply for CRP 
General Signup 39

Sept.5, 2010 Offices closed for the obser-
vance of Labor Day

Sept 23, 
2010 

Final date for asparagus 
producers to apply for TAA 
for Farmers

Sept 30, 
2010

Final date to apply for 2008 
SURE Program

Continues  Farm Storage Facility Loans

Continues Continuous Conservation 
Reserve program

 
 

Visit our Web site at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mi 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-
grams.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   
 
To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
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FARM LOANS AVAILABLE  
 

 Direct and guaranteed Loans 
 Rural Youth Loans 
 Beginning and Limited Re-

source Farmers 
 Loans for the Socially Disad-

vantaged 
 

 Please contact the office for informa-
tion: 616-842-5852 (Ottawa, 
Muskegon and Allegan Counties) 
 

 

 


