
 

Saginaw County FSA Updates           June 14, 2012 

DEAR PRODUCERS: Welcome to the new GovDelivery bulletins and updates service from 
your Saginaw County FSA office. Note that you are welcome to request to receive bulletins from 
more than one county and can add or remove individual subscriptions at any time.  

 
 Saginaw County FSA Office 
 
Address: 
178 N. Graham Rd. 
Saginaw, MI  48609 
 
Phone:  989-781-1720 
Fax:  989-781-5780 
Hours:  8:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
 
County Executive Director: 
Dennis S. Curtiss 
 
Program Technicians: 
Mary Urbanke, PT 
Ronda Hildebrandt, PT 
Michelle Fauver, PT 
Cindy Jones, PT 
Kathy Wirostek, PT 
 
County Committee (COC) 
Russell Fuoss, Chairman 
Wayne Squanda, Vice Chair 
Brian Frederick, Member 
Maryann Weisenberger, 
Advisor 
 

Email Address Request 
As you visit the Farm Service Agency offices during crop 
certification you will be asked for your email address.  This is our 
only available means of communicating program information. 
 
Press releases may be sent to our local news media sources, 
however many times they will not print our information.  
Agricultural issues are not normally pressing publications to them. 
 
Please help us to ensure that our program delivery system does 
not fail.  Your email addresses provided are to be used for FSA 
purposes only. 
 
 
ACRE Yield Data Deadline  
Participants in the 2011 ACRE program must certify their yields 
by July 15, 2012 to remain eligible for ACRE benefits. 
 
 
2012 Crop Reporting Deadlines 
June 30, 2012 is the deadline for reporting fall seeded small 
grains. All other crops, including Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) acreage is July 15, Saginaw County FSA is now taking 
acreage reports for 2012 crops. 
 
 
Prevented Planting Acreage 
 
FSA issued revised provisions regarding the maximum number of 
prevented planted acres to be approved.  FSA will no longer base 
the eligibility on the history of planting and/or prevented planting 
of the specific crop.  Deadline to file prevented planting requests 
must be submitted within 15 days of the ending planting dates for 
those specific crops. 
 
 
 
 



Farming Operation Changes 
If you have bought or sold land, or if you have added or dropped 
rented land from your operation, make sure you report the 
changes to the office as soon as possible. You need to provide a 
copy of your deed or recorded land contract for purchased 
property. Failure to maintain accurate records with FSA on all 
land you have an interest in can lead to possible program 
ineligibility and penalties. Making the record changes now will 
save you time in the spring. Update signature authorization when 
changes in the operation occur. Producers are reminded to 
contact the office of a change in operation of a farm so that 
records can be kept current and accurate.  

 

Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation Compliance 
Landowners and operators are reminded that in order to receive payments from USDA, compliance 
with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions required. Farmers with 
HEL determined soils are reminded of tillage, crop residue, and rotation requirements as specified 
per their conservation plan. Producers are to notify the USDA Farm Service Agency prior to 
conducting land clearing or drainage projects to insure compliance. Failure to obtain advance 
approval for any of these situations can result in the loss eligibility and all Federal payments. 

 
 
Power of Attorney 
For those who find it difficult to visit the county office personally because of work schedules, 
distance, health, etc., FSA has a power of attorney form available that enables you to designate 
another person to conduct your business at the office. If you are interested, please contact our 
office or any Farm Service Agency office near you for more information.  
 
Commodity Loans  
Commodity loans, also referred to as Marketing Assistance Loans, are available to producers who 
share in the risk of producing the crop. To be eligible, you must maintain beneficial interest in the 
crop through the time of application. Once beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, the commodity 
is ineligible for loan — even if you regain beneficial interest. 
Violating provisions of a marketing assistance loans may trigger administrative actions, such as 
assessing liquidated damages, calling the loan and denial of future farm-stored loans. The most 
common violations are removing or disposing of a commodity being used as loan collateral without 
prior authorization and providing an incorrect quantity certification.  
 
Farm Storage Facility Loan Program 
 
The Farm storage Facility Loan Program (FSFLP) allows producers of eligible commodities to 
obtain low-interest financing to build or upgrade farm storage and handling facilities. 
 
The new maximum principal amount of a loan through FSFL is $500,000.  Participants are now 
required to provide a down payment of 15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for the remaining 85 
percent of the net cost of the eligible storage facility and permanent drying and handling equipment.  
New loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available depending on the amount of the loan.  Interest 
rates are based on the rate which borrows from the Treasury Department.  Payments are available 
in the form of a partial disbursement and the remaining final disbursement.  The partial 
disbursement will be available after a portion of the construction had been completed.  The final 
fund disbursement will be made when all construction is completed.  The maximum amount of the 
partial disbursement will be 50 percent of the projected and approved total loan amount.   
 



Applications for FSFL must be submitted to FSA county office that maintains the farm’s records.  An 
FSFL must be approved BEFORE any site preparation or construction can begin.  For more 
information please visit your FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 
Bank Account Changes 
Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically transferred into your bank account. In 
order for timely payments to be made, producers need to notify the FSA county office if your 
account has been changed or if another financial institution purchases your bank. Payments can be 
delayed if the FSA office is not aware of updates to your account and routing numbers. 
 
FSA 2012 Deadlines  
June 20th  
- Final date to submit a prevented planting claim for corn 
June 30th  
- Final crop certification date for all fall seeded small grain 
July 5th  
- Final date to submit a prevented planting claim for soybeans 
July 15th  
- Final crop certification date for all crops(including CRP and GRP),  
except fall seeded small grains 
- Deadline for reporting 2011 production for enrolled ACRE farms 
- Deadline for reporting 2011 NAP crop production  

- Deadline to establish Benchmark Yields for newly enrolled ACRE farms 
 NEW:       November 15th  

             Final crop certification date for all 2012 fall seeded small 
             grain (wheat)<<<Perennial Forage, Fall Wheat, and all 
             other Fall-Seeded Small Grains>>> 
 
Attention: Producers in LAA 3 don’t forget to fill out your nominating petitions when they 
arrive!!   
 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
The noninsured crop disaster assistance program (NAP) is a federally funded program that helps 
producers reduce their risk when growing food and fiber crops, specialty crops and crops 
for livestock feed. These benefits are only available for crops for which the catastrophic level of crop 
insurance is not available. Application for coverage must be filed by the applicable crop’s application 
closing date.  
 
Production records for all crops must be reported to FSA no later than the acreage reporting date 
for the crop for the following year.FSA requires that any production reported in a loss year be 
verifiable according to Agency specifications. NAP Losses must be reported within 15 days of loss.  
 
 
Remember….. 
 
FSA is moving toward a paperless operation.  Producers are asked to enroll in the new 
EGovDelivery system which will provide notices, newsletters and electronic reminders instead of a 
hard copy through the mail.  Moving towards electronic publications will help conserve resources 
and save taxpayer dollars. 
 
 
 



To sign up for EGovDelivery please access: 
 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe 
 
 
NEW ***  Over the Counter Channel (OTCnet) 
 
FSA/CCC is moving toward OTCnet, an electronic method for processing customer check 
payments.  When a check is submitted for payment either in person or through the mail, 
the check will be converted into an Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT).  The funds will be 
debited from the producer’s account, usually within 24 hours of receipt.  Please see the 
U.S. Department of Treasury legal notices posted in the Service Center or visit the 
following U.S. Department of Treasury Internet site for detailed information. 
 
                                    http://fms.treas.gov/otcnet/legal.html 
 
What is OTCnet? 
 
OTCnet is a web-based online application process for converting paper checks presented 
to FSA into electronic debits to the producer’s bank account.  It presents many benefits, 
such as reducing lost/misplaced checks and paper handling.  This improves customer 
relations, speeds the check clearing process, and reduces the potential for human error. 
 
How will my check be handled? 
 
The check will be scanned into the system and voided.  The customer will not receive the 
check back from FSA.  FSA will hold checks for up to 14 calendar days to ensure that the 
item was successfully processed, and then FSA will shred the check. 
 
How quickly will funds be transferred from my account? 
 
The transfer of funds from your account could occur within 24 hours.  Therefore, you 
should be sure that you have sufficient funds in your account to process the transaction.  If 
you do not have sufficient funds, we may initiate the transaction again. 
 
How will this transaction appear on my account statement? 
 
The transfer of funds will be reflected on your account statement.  The transaction may be 
recorded in a different place on your statement than where your checks normally appear, 
such as under “other withdrawals” or “other transactions”. 
 
What are my rights if there is a problem with the transaction? 
 
You have protections under Federal law for an unauthorized electronic fund transfer from 
your account.  You should contact your financial institution immediately if you believe that 
the transaction reported on your account statement was not properly authorized or is 
otherwise incorrect. 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe�
http://fms.treas.gov/otcnet/legal.html�


 
 
FSA Signature Policy 
Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity Credit 
Corporation programs in which either has an interest. This option is automatically available unless a 
written request for exclusion is made to the county office staff by either spouse.  
 
There are exceptions to the rule, where spouses may not sign on behalf of each other for 
partnerships, joint ventures, and corporation other similar entities.  
 
Individual signatures are also required on certain Farm Loan Program and Farm Storage Facility 
Loan documents.  
 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to 
USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-
9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-
6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).  
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