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USDA ANNOUNCES THE EXTENSION OF 
THE MILK INCOME LOSS CONTRACT 
PROGRAM FOR 2014 
 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently announced the extension of 
the Milk Income Loss Contract (MILC) program which protects dairy farmers 
against income loss through Sept. 1, 2014, or until a new Margin Protection 
Program for dairy producers (MPP) is operational.  
 
Contracts for eligible producers enrolled in MILC on or before Sept. 30, 
2013, are automatically extended until the termination date of the MILC 
program.  Dairy operations with approved MILC contracts will continue to 
receive monthly payments if a payment rate is in effect.   
 
MILC compensates enrolled dairy producers when the Boston Class I milk 
price falls below $16.94 per hundredweight (cwt), after adjustment for the 
cost of dairy feed rations.  MILC payments are calculated each month using 
the latest milk price and feed cost, just as in the 2008 Farm Bill.  The 
payment rate for October 2013 through January 2014 marketings is 
zero.  Payment rates during the months after January 2014 until the 
termination of the MILC program will be determined as the appropriate data 
becomes available.    
 
Producers who want to select a different production start month must visit 
their local FSA office between April 14, 2014, and May 30, 2014.  
 
FSA will provide producers with information on program requirements, 
updates and sign-ups as the information becomes available.   
 

 
ASKFSA 
 
Are you looking for answers to your FSA questions?  Then ASK FSA at 
askfsa.custhelp.com.  
 
AskFSA is an online resource that helps you easily find information and 
answers to your FSA questions no matter where you are or what device you 
use.  It is for ALL customers, including underserved farmers and ranchers 
who wish to be enrolled in FSA loans, farm, and conservation programs.  
 
 

 

http://askfsa.custhelp.com/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing
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Through AskFSA you can:  
 

• Access our knowledge base 24/7  
• Receive answers to your questions faster  
• Submit a question and receive a timely response from an FSA expert  
• Get notifications when answers important to you and your farming operation are updated  
• Customize your account settings and view responses at any time  

 
FSA's self-service assistance anytime, anywhere!  
 

 
USDA SETS DATE FOR SOYBEAN REQUEST FOR 
REFERENDUM 
 
USDA will offer soybean producers the opportunity to request a referendum on the Soybean Promotion and 
Research Order (Order), as authorized under the Soybean Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information Act 
(Act).  Soybean producers who are interested in having a referendum to determine whether to continue the 
Soybean Check off Program are invited to participate. To be eligible to participate, producers must certify and 
provide documentation that shows that they produced soybeans and paid an assessment on the soybeans during 
the period of Jan. 1, 2012, through Dec. 31, 2013.  
 
Producers may obtain a form by mail, fax, or in person from FSA county offices starting on May 5, 2014 through 
May 30, 2014. Forms are also available on the AMS website. Producers who don't participate in FSA programs 
can still request a referendum at the FSA county office where they own or rent land.  Completed forms and 
supporting documentation must be returned to the appropriate FSA county office by fax or in person no later than 
close of business May 30, 2014. If returned by mail, it must be postmarked by midnight May 30, 2014, and 
received in the office by close of business on June 5, 2014.  
 
Notice of the Request for Referendum will be published in the March 4, 2014, Federal Register. For more 
information, visit the AMS website or contact James Brow, Research and Promotions Branch; Livestock, Poultry 
and Seed Program, AMS, USDA; STOP 0251 - Room 2610-S; 1400 Independence Avenue, SW; Washington, 
D.C. 20250-0251; tel. (202) 720-0633.  
 

 
2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 AND 2013 AVERAGE ADJUSTED 
GROSS INCOME COMPLIANCE REVIEW 
 
The AGI verification and compliance reviews for 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 are conducted on producers 
who the IRS indicates may have exceeded the adjusted gross income limitations described in [7 CFR 1400.500]. 
Based on this review, producers will receive determinations of eligibility or ineligibility.  
 
If the producer is determined to have exceeded the AGI limitation of $500,000 of nonfarm income, $750,000 of 
farm income, $1 million of conservation program benefits or the $1 million total AGI, then receivables will be 
established for payments earned directly or indirectly by the producer subject to the applicable limitation. The 
Michigan FSA State Office will begin notifying producers selected for review next month. If you have any 
questions about the review process or determination, please contact the Michigan FSA State Office at 517-324-
5110. Producers who receive initial debt notification letters may only appeal the amount of the debt to their local 
FSA office.  Adverse determinations become administratively final if not timely appealed and can only be 
reopened if exceptional circumstances exist that prevented the producer from timely filing the appeal.  
 

 
LOANS FOR THE SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED 
 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production.  Loans are available for operating type loans and/or purchase or improve farms or ranches.   
 
While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided priority funding 
for members of socially disadvantaged applicants.   
 
 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/SoybeaninformationontheSoybeanRequestforReferendum
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/SoybeaninformationontheSoybeanRequestforReferendum
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A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or 
gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual 
qualities.   
 
For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, American Indians, 
Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.  
 
FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the 
needed credit elsewhere 
 

 
April Selected Interest Rates for 
 

Farm Operating:     2.000% 

Microloan:     2.000% 

Farm Ownership:     4.000% 

Farm Ownership – Joint Financing:   2.5% 

Farm Ownership – Down Payment:  1.5% 

Emergency – Actual Loss:    3.000% 

Farm Storage Facility Loan 7 year term:  2.125% 

Farm Storage Facility Loan 10 year term:  2.750% 

Farm Storage Facility Loan 12 year term:  2.875% 

Commodity Loan:    1.125%  

 
Dates to Remember 
April 15, 2014 -   2012, 2013, and 2014 LFP, LIP, ELAP and Tree Assistances Program (TAP) Sign-up 
   Starts 

May 30, 2014 -   MILC Program Start Month Selection Relief Period Ends; Soybean Referendum  
   Request Deadline 

May 31, 2014 -   Deadline to Request Commodity Loans for 2013 Corn, Dry Peas, Grain Sorghum, 
   Lentils, Mustard Seeds, Safflower Seeds, Chickpeas, Soybeans, and Sunflower  
   Seeds 

July 15, 2014 -   Acreage Reporting Deadline for all spring seeded 2014 Crops and CRP; Deadline for 
   2013 ACRE Production Reports; and Deadline to Report 2013 NAP Production  
   Evidence 

August 1, 2014 -   2012 and 2013 ELAP Sign-up Deadline; Deadline to Request a Farm Reconstitution 
   for 2014 

November 1, 2014 -  2014 ELAP Sign-up Deadline  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 
377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 


