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COC Nomination Deadline 
 
The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county 
committees is important to farmers and ranchers.  It is crucial that every 
eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county 
committees are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA).  
 
County committee members are a critical component of the operations of 
FSA. They help deliver FSA farm programs at the local level.  Farmers and 
ranchers who serve on county committees help with the decisions necessary 
to administer the programs in their counties. They work to ensure FSA 
agricultural programs serve the needs of local producers.  
 
FSA county committees operate within official regulations designed to carry 
out federal laws. County committee members apply their judgment and 
knowledge to make local decisions.   
 
The COC nomination period runs from June 17, 2014 through August 1, 
2014.  The nomination form is available at USDA Service Centers and 
online. For more information contact your local FSA office. 
 

 
USDA Farm Service Agency Announces 
Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-Up  
 
As of  Tuesday, April 15, 2014, orchardists and nursery tree growers who 
experienced losses from natural disasters that occurred on or after Oct. 1, 
2011, can sign up for the Tree Assistance Program (TAP). TAP was 
authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster 
program.  TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and 
nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and 
vines damaged by natural disasters.  
 
Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual 
crop for commercial purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut 
and Christmas trees that are produced for commercial sale. Trees used for 
pulp or timber are ineligible.   

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing


 

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent mortality 
from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural 
disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes 
and vines were planted.  

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 months from 
the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to trees, bushes or vines, for 
which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres annually.  
 

 
USDA’S Farm Service Agency (FSA) Offers Farm Bill Website 
and Online Overview of Farm Bill Programs 
The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the Act), also known as the 2014 Farm Bill, was signed by President Obama on 
Feb. 7, 2014. The Act repeals certain programs, continues some programs with modifications, and authorizes 
several new programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA). Most of these programs are authorized 
and funded through 2018.  

For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, please visit our Farm Bill website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for an FSA program overview please read, download and/or print our recently 
posted FSA Farm Bill Fact Sheet titled, What’s in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service Agency Customers?  

For more information on FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center or visit us online at 
www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
New Farm Bill Offers Increased Opportunities for Producers 
The 2014 Farm Bill offers increased opportunities for producers including farm loan program modifications that 
create flexibility for new and existing farmers. A fact sheet outlining modifications to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Programs is available here.  

The Farm Bill expands lending opportunities for thousands of farmers and ranchers to begin and continue 
operations, including greater flexibility in determining eligibility, raising loan limits, and emphasizing beginning 
and socially disadvantaged producers.     

Changes that will take effect immediately include:  

• Elimination of the 15 year term limit for guaranteed operating loans.  
• Modification of the definition of beginning farmer, using the average farm size for the county as a 

qualifier instead of the median farm size.  
• Modification of the Joint Financing Direct Farm Ownership Interest Rate to 2 percent less than regular 

Direct Farm Ownership rate, with a floor of 2.5 percent. Previously, the rate was established at 5 
percent.  

• Increase of the maximum loan amount for Direct Farm Ownership Down Payment Loan Program from 
$225,000 to $300,000.  

• Elimination of rural residency requirement for Youth Loans, allowing urban youth to benefit.  
• Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will not prevent borrowers from obtaining additional loans from 

the federal government.  
• Increase of the guaranteed percentage on Conservation Loans from 75 to 80 percent and 90 percent for 

socially disadvantaged borrowers and beginning farmers.  
• Microloans will not count toward direct operating loan term limits for veterans and beginning farmers.  

Additional modifications must be implemented through the rulemaking processes. Visit the FSA Farm Bill website 
for detailed information and updates to farm loan programs.  

 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140311_insup_en_fbil.html
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140324_insup_en_fbill.html
http://fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing&utm_source=spotlight&utm_medium=click&utm_content=rotation1&utm_campaign=2014farmbill


 
Save Time – Make an Appointment With FSA 
 
As we roll out the Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, there will be related signups and in some cases 
multiple management decisions that need to be made by you, the producer, in consult with FSA staff.  To insure 
maximum use of your time and to insure that you are afforded our full attention to your important business needs, 
please call our office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to discuss any records or documentation that 
you may need to have with you when you arrive for your appointment. For local FSA Service Center contact 
information, please visit: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app . 
 

 
Filing for NAP Losses 
 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by 
any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops including 
grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop 
insurance, you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of 
the disaster or when losses become apparent.  
 
If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final 
planting date for the crop 
 

 
Farm Reconstitutions 
 
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution may be necessary. The 
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming 
operation.  
 
The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon.  
 
Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an 
estate;  
 
Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is transferred; 
(2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or more persons; (4) 
part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership 
is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this method the land sold must have been owned for at 
least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding;  
 
DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for each resulting 
tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract;  
 
Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed to the 
tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.  
 

 
Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Compliance 
 
Landowners and operators are reminded that in order to receive payments from USDA, they must be compliant 
with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.   Farmers with HEL determined 
soils must apply tillage, crop residue and rotation requirements as specified in their conservation plan.   
 
Producers should notify FSA prior to conducting land clearing or drainage projects to ensure compliance.  If you 
intend to clear any trees to create new cropland, these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure any work will not 
jeopardize your eligibility for benefits.  
 
Landowners and operators can complete form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland 
Conservation (WC) Certification to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) is necessary.    
 
For more information on Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation provisions, contact a FSA County 
Office or visit the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov.   
 

http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


 
Interest Rates for July 2014 
90-Day Treasury Bill - 125%  

Farm Operating Loans — Direct - 2.125%  

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct - 3.875%  

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher - 1.50%  

Emergency Loans - 3.125%  

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) - 2.125% - (10 years) - 2.625% - (12Years) - 2.750% 

Commodity Loans 1996-Present - 1.125%  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 
377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 


