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St. Joseph County News 
     
St. Joseph County  
USDA Service Center 
 
St. Joseph County FSA 
693 E Main Street 
Centreville, MI  49032 
269-467-6336 (phone) 
269-467-4356 (fax) 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mi 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
7:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
County Committee 
James Struble 
Timothy Wagner 
Daniel Sharp 
Ann Kauffman 
 
St. Joseph County  
Committee meets  
the third Wednesday of 
the month at 7:30 a.m.  
 
Staff 
Gayle Britten, PT 
Michelle Fambro, PT 
Carol Fetterolf, PT 
Dana Sherman, PT 
Phillip DeYoung, FLM 
Sharon Hoch, CED 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

    ACRE Signup is Ongoing
 
  

The Average Crop Revenue Election 
(ACRE) is a new program authorized 
by the 2008 Farm Bill. The ACRE 
program signup began April 27, 2009, 
and runs through August 14, 2009. 
The ACRE alternative provides eligi-
ble producers a state-level revenue 
guarantee, based on the 5-year state 
Olympic average yield and the 2-year 
national average price.  
  

Producers who elect the ACRE 
program for a farm agree to:  

 
 irrecovable election of ACRE 

though 2012 
 forgo counter-cyclical pay-

ments; 
 accept a 20-percent reduction 

of the direct payments; and 
 accept a 30-percent reduction 

in loan rates for all commodi-
ties produced on the farm. 

 
Commodities eligible for ACRE pay-
ments are wheat, corn, grain sorghum, 
barley, oats, soybeans, sunflower 
seed, canola, flaxseed, safflower, mus-
tard seed, rapeseed, sesame seed, 
crambe, dry peas, lentils, small chick-
peas and large chickpeas.  
 
The ACRE program was created to 
give producers an option in lieu of 
traditional counter-cyclical payments. 
Producers may elect and enroll in 
ACRE for the 2009 crop year even if 
they have already accepted advance 
direct payments under the Direct and 
Counter-Cyclical Program.  
  
To elect ACRE for a farm, producers 
must complete Form CCC-509 ACRE, 
which irrevocably elects ACRE for  
the farm through crop year 2012. 
Form CCC-509, the contract to 

participate in ACRE, must then be com-
pleted each year the producer intends to 
participate and receive benefits. The best 
way to determine if your farm will benefit 
from the ACRE program is to search on-
line using the words “ACRE calculator 
2008”.  
 
ACRE payments are based on the revenue 
lost on the BASE crop actually planted and 
designated per FSA Farm number. Your 
five-year yield history of this planted crop 
will have to be established per FSA farm 
number. For additional information visit: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp 
 

Farm Loan Programs 
 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers 
loans for farmers to purchase farmland and 
finance agricultural operations. FSA loan 
programs are designed to help producers 
who are temporarily unable to obtain pri-
vate or commercial credit. In many cases, 
applicants are beginning farmers who have 
insufficient net worth to qualify for financ-
ing through a commercial lender. In other 
instances, borrowers might have suffered 
setbacks from natural disasters or might be 
persons with limited resources.   
  
Farm ownership loans or farm operating 
loans may be obtained as direct loans for a 
maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed 
loans can reach a maximum indebtedness 
of $1,094,000. Emergency loans are  
always direct loans for farmers who may 
have suffered physical or production losses 
in disaster areas designated by a Presiden-
tial or Secretarial disaster declaration. 
Rural Youth Loans, Loans to Beginning 
Farmers and loans for socially disadvan-
taged applicants are also available through 
FSA.  
 
 
 

Contact our office by 
August 3, 2009, if you 

are interested in 
being a member on 

our County 
Committee. 

 
We are also looking 

for individuals 
interested in being an 

advisor to the 
Committee. 
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     Disaster Buy-In Waiver  

Extension 
 
Producers who did not obtain crop insur-
ance or Non-insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for 
2008 can pay a buy-in fee through May 
18, 2009, to become eligible for 2008 
disaster assistance programs authorized 
by the Food, Conservation, and Energy 
Act of 2008.   
 
Farmers have an additional opportunity 
to become eligible for several programs 
if they suffered 2008 agricultural losses 
due to natural disaster. 
 
If you have not already taken the neces-
sary steps to become eligible for the 
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Pro-
gram (SURE), Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised 
Fish (ELAP), and the Tree Assistance 
Program (TAP), you are required to 
complete the following steps by May 18, 
2009: 
 
 Maximum purchase of 3 “buy-in 

fees” for insurable crops and maxi-
mum purchase of 3 “buy-in fees” for 
non-insurable crops per county per 
producer.  Each “buy-in fee” costs 
$100.  

 
 In the case of each insurable crop, 

excluding grazing land, agree to ob-
tain a policy or plan of insurance for 
the next insurance year for which 
crop insurance is available; coverage 
level should equal 70 percent or 
more of the yield at 100 percent of 
the price. 

 
 In the case of each noninsurable 

crop, agree to file the required pa-
perwork and pay the applicable 
administrative NAP coverage fee by 
the applicable state application clos-
ing date for the next available year. 

 
Those who choose to “buy in” under this 
provision will be considered, for insured 
crops, to have obtained a policy or plan 
of insurance for the 2008 crop year at a 

level of coverage not to exceed 70 per-
cent of the yield at 100 percent of the 
price.  For noninsurable crops, producers 
will be considered to have a level of cov-
erage equal to 70 percent of the yield.  
These levels of coverage will be used to 
calculate the 2008 SURE guarantee. 
 
Producers who meet the definition of 
"Socially Disadvantaged", "Limited  
Resource," or "Beginning Farmer or 
Rancher," are not required to pay the 
buy-in fee.  

 
Beginning and Limited  
Resource Farmers & 
Ranchers 
 
FSA has a program to assist beginning 
farmers and or members of socially dis-
advantaged groups to finance agricultural 
enterprises. Under these designated farm 
loan programs, FSA can provide financ-
ing to eligible applicants through either 
direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a 
beginning farmer as a person who: 
 
 Has operated a farm for not more 

than 10 years 
 Will materially and substantially 

participate in the operation of the 
farm 

 Agrees to participate in a loan as-
sessment, borrower training and 
financial management program spon-
sored by FSA 

 Does not own a farm in excess of 30 
percent of the county’s median size. 

 
Each member of an entity must meet the 
eligibility requirements. Loan approval is 
not guaranteed.  
 
Additional program information, loan 
applications, and other materials are 
available at your local USDA Service 
Center.  You may also visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov . 

Rural Youth 
Loans 
 
The U.S. Depart-
ment of 
Agriculture’s 
Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) 
makes operating 
loans to individual 
rural youths age 
10 through 20 to 
establish and oper-
ate income 
producing pro-
jects. These 
projects must be of 
modest size and be 
initiated, devel-
oped, carried out 
by rural youths 
participating in 4-
H Clubs, FFA, or a 
similar organiza-
tion or with a 
vocational teacher 
or county exten-
sion agent. The 
project must be an 
organized and 
supervised pro-
gram of work.  It 
must be planned 
and operated with 
the assistance of 
the organization 
advisor, produce 
sufficient income 
to repay the loan, 
and provide the 
youth with practi-
cal business and 
educational ex-
perience.  Contact 
your local FSA 
office for more 
details. 
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should inquire about a reconstitution of the 
farm at the local FSA office. 

The reconstitution—or recon—is the process 
of combining or dividing farms or tracts of 
land based on the farming operation.  Re-
member, to be effective for the current year, 
recons must be requested by August 1 for 
farms enrolled in specific programs. 

             

Crop Reporting 
 
The annual, timely and accurate reporting of 
acres for all crops and land uses, including 
failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits 
for a variety of Farm Service Agency pro-
grams.  All cropland on the farm must be 
reported to receive benefits from the Direct 
and Counter-Cyclical Program, Acreage 
Crop Revenue Election (ACRE), marketing 
assistance loans and loan deficiency pay-
ments. 
 
Conservation Reserve Program acreage must 
be reported to receive annual rental pay-
ments, and crop acreage for Non-insured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
must also be reported.  

Crop reports, form FSA-578, Report of Acre-
age, must account for all cropland on a farm, 
whether idle or planted. Producers need to 
file their acreage reports by June 30, 2009 for 
fall seeded small grain crops and July 15th for 
all crops except fall seeded small grains. 

Prevented Planting:  Prevented planting 
needs be reported no later than 15 calendar 
days after the final planting date. 

Failed Acreage:  Reports of failed 
acreage must be filed before disposition 
of the crop, and producers must be able 
to establish to the satisfaction of the 
county committee that the crop failed 
and was prevented from being replanted 
through the normal planting period be-
cause of natural disaster conditions. 
 

NAP  
Production 
Reporting 
 
Production records 
for individual 
crops need to be 
filed with our of-
fice to establish an 
approved NAP 
yield.  If this is the 
first year you par-
ticipated in NAP, 
you can provide 
production and 
acreage informa-
tion from prior 
years to establish 
your yield.  If you 
participated in 
NAP in previous 
years, you must 
report your pro-
duction and 
acreage on a 
yearly basis to 
keep your yield 
up-to-date.  Re-
cords submitted 
must be reliable or 
verifiable.  Re-
cords need to 
show crop disposi-
tion.  We 
recommend pro-
ducers submit 
2009 production 
records as soon as 
harvest is com-
plete.  All 
production re-
cords must be 
submitted by the 
subsequent crop 
year’s final acre-
age reporting 
date. 

 

Make an 
appointment 
to report 
your crops!

Request for Soybean  
Referendum May 4 – May 29 
 
On March 4, 2009, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture announced that it will offer 
soybean producers the opportunity to re-
quest a referendum on the Soybean 
Promotion and Research Order, as author-
ized under the Soybean Promotion, 
Research, and Consumer Information Act. 
 
The Request for Referendum will be con-
ducted at county Farm Service Agency 
offices.  To be eligible to participate, pro-
ducers must certify and provide 
documentation that shows that they pro-
duced soybeans and paid an assessment on 
the soybeans during the period of Jan. 1, 
2007, through Dec. 31, 2008. 
 
Beginning May 4, 2009, and continuing 
through May 29, 2009, producers may 
obtain a request form by mail, fax, or in 
person from the Farm Service Agency 
county offices. Forms may also be ob-
tained via the internet at 
http://www.ams.usda.gov/lsmarketingprog
rams during the same time period. 
 
The deadline for returning the referendum 
request form is May 29, 2009.  USDA will 
conduct a referendum if at least 10 percent 
of the nation’s 589,182 soybean producers 
support a referendum. Not more than one-
fifth of the producers who support having 
a referendum can be from any one state.  
For more information, contact the Market-
ing Programs Branch; Livestock and Seed 
Program, AMS, USDA; STOP 0251 - 
Room 2628-S; 1400 Independence Ave-
nue, SW; Washington, D.C.20250-0251. 
 

Farm Reconstitutions 

At FSA, farms are “constituted” to group all 
tracts having the same owner and the same 
operator under one farm serial number.  
When changes in ownership or operation 
take place, a farm reconstitution is neces-
sary.  If an owner or operator can not agree 
about program participation, like in the case 
of the new ACRE program, then producers  
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Dates to Remember 

May 18th 
Deadline to purchase “buy-in” 
waiver for 2008 crops 

May 25th 
Office closed for Memorial 
Day 

May 31st 
Final date to request a 2008-
crop corn, soybean, or  
sorghum loan or LDP 

June 30th 
Deadline to report fall-seeded 
small grains 

July 15th 
Deadline to report all crops 
except fall-seeded small grains

August 1st 
Last day to request a farm 
combination or division 

Continues Farm Storage Facility Loans 

Continues 
Continuous Conservation  
Reserve Program & CRP-
SAFE 

 
Visit our Web site at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mi

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all  
programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   
 
To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
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693 E Main Street 
Centreville, MI  49032 

EMERGENCY LOANS AVAILABLE
 

USDA/FSA emergency farm loans are available  
in St. Joseph County to all qualified farm  
operators as a result of losses caused by the 
following weather conditions: 
  

- Drought conditions that occurred July 1, 
2008 and continuing; 

- Storms with excessive rain, flooding, and 
high winds that occurred April 12, 2008 
through September 16, 2008; 

- Drought conditions that occurred May 1, 
2008 through September 17, 2008; 

- Severe frost/freeze and cold weather 
events that occurred March 1, 2008 
through May 31, 2008. 

    
Emergency loan funds may be used to: 
 Restore or replace essential property; 
 Pay all or part of production costs  
       associated with the disaster year; 
 Pay essential family living expenses; 
 Reorganize the farming operation; and 
 Refinance certain debts.  

The current annual interest rate for emergency 
 loans is 3.75 percent. 

Banking 
Changes? 
 
You need to notify 
our office if you 
make any changes to 
your banking  
account. 
 
It is important that 
any changes in your 
account, such as the 
type of account, 
bank mergers, 
routing number or 
account number, be 
provided to the 
county office 
promptly to avoid 
possible payment 
delay. 
 
Thank you for your 

help! 

Contact our office by 
May 18th if you had 
2008 crop losses and 
did not purchase crop 
insurance or NAP  
coverage. 


