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Tuscola County News 
June 2010                                                                             Issue No. 2 

     
Tuscola County FSA 
USDA Service Center 
1075 Cleaver Road 
Caro, MI 48723 
989 673-8173 ext. 2 
989 673-1848 ( fax) 
 
Web Sites 
www.fsa.usda.gov 
www.sc.egov.usda.gov 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mi 
 
Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
County Committee 
Matt Zimba, Chairperson 
Bruce Findlay, Vice-Chair 
Duane Weber, Member 
Nancy Sylvester, Advisor 
 
Staff 
Patrice Baker,PT 
Dana Bennett, PT 
Catherine Hall, PT 
Michelle Larkin, PT 
Connie Sy, PT 
Larry Wood, Field Asst. 
Angela Herford Loan Officer 
Karen Uberoth Technician 
Robert Catherwood FLM 
Jonathan Link, CED 
 

Dates to Remember 
June 30 – Deadline to report 
fall-seeded small grains 
July 5 – Office closed in obser-
vance of Independence Day 
July 15 – Deadline to report all 
crops except fall-seeded small 
grain 
Aug 1 – Last day to request a 
farm combination or division 
Continues – Farm Storage 
Facility Loans 
Continues – Continuous Con-
servation Reserve Program 
Continues – Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement  
Program 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Crop Reporting Time Fast  
Approaching 
 

The annual reporting of acres for all crops and 
land uses, including failed acreage, can pre-
vent loss of benefits for a variety of FSA 
programs.  All cropland acres on the farm 
must be reported to receive benefits from the 
following programs: 
 
 Direct and 

Counter‐
Cyclical 
Program 
(DCP); 

 Acreage 
Crop  
Revenue 
Election (ACRE);  

 Marketing assistance loans and loan 
deficiency payments;   

 Conservation Reserve Program (CRP);

 Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP); 

 Non‐insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) 

 
Crop Reporting, cont. - Form FSA-578, Re-
port of Acreage, must account for all cropland 
on a farm, whether idle or planted.  Producers 
need to file their acreage reports by: 

 June 30, 2010 for fall seeded small 
grain crops; 

 July 15, 2010 for all crops, except fall 
seeded small grains. 

 
Commodity Loans 

 
Loans for grain that is in storage are available 
again this year. 2010 crop loan rates have 
been established as follows: 
White Wheat $2.05     Red Wheat $1.73 
Corn $1.92                   Soybeans $4.94 
Oats $1.38                    Barley $1.82 
Wheat, oats and barley loans are  
available until March 31, 2011.  
Corn and soybean loans are available until  
May 31, 2011.  

 
 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) 

      
USDA has a Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Internal Revenue Service to establish 
an electronic information exchange process for 
verifying compliance with the adjusted gross 
income (AGI) provisions for farm programs.  
Written consent will be required from each 
producer or payment recipient for the tax re-
view process.  No actual tax data will be 
included in the report that IRS sends to 
USDA.   
 

The agreement ensures that payments are not 
issued to producers whose AGI exceeds cer-
tain limits.  The limits set in the 2008 Farm 
Bill are $500,000 nonfarm average AGI for 
commodity and disaster programs; $750,000 
farm average AGI for direct payments; and $1 
million nonfarm average AGI for conservation 
programs.  
 
Participants in programs subject to average 
AGI rules must submit form CCC‐927 (Indi‐
vidual) and/or CCC‐928 (Legal Entity) to the 
Internal Revenue Service by June 15 to avoid 
interruption of program benefits.  These 
forms may be obtained from local FSA and 
NRCS offices or online at: 
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov  
 
Maintenance of DCP/ACRE Program 
Acres 
 
DCP participants are required to protect all 
idle contract acres from erosion and weeds.  
Idle fields designated as “contract acres” must
have a sod cover, crop residue, or volunteer 
grasses.  Weeds are not an acceptable cover 
and must be mowed.  Failure to control weeds 
on contract acres will cost you program bene-
fits if the COC determines the producer failed 
to demonstrate a good faith effort to control 
weeds and/or erosion. 
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Nominations for County Committee Open June 15 
 

County Committee (COC) members are a critical component of the operations of Farm Service  
Agency (FSA). They help in the delivery of FSA farm programs at a local level, as well as, work to 
make FSA farm programs serve the needs of local producers.  
  
Since County Committee elections happen once a year, here is a refresher. For election purposes, 
counties are divided into local administrative areas, or LAAs. Each LAA contributes one producer to 
serve a three-year term on the Farm Service Agency county committee. 
  
Each year, an election is held in an LAA to replace the committee member whose three-year term is 
expiring. Tuscola County will be holding an election for a person to represent LAA 2, which includes 
Gilford, Denmark, Juinata, Tuscola, Vassar, Arbela and Millington townships. This position is currently 
held by Duane Weber. 
 
Nominations for candidates to run for the FSA county committee election representing producers in 
Local Administrative Area 2 will be accepted from June 15 through August 2, 2010. 
 
Producers, who are eligible to vote in LAA 2 and who participate or cooperate in an FSA program and 
are of legal voting age, may be nominated to serve on the county committee. 
  
Individuals may nominate themselves or others as candidates. Additionally, organizations 
representing minority and women farmers may nominate candidates. All farmers, ranchers and other 
agricultural producers are encouraged to participate. 
  
To be valid, the nomination form must be signed by the person being nominated, indicating agreement 
to serve if elected, and returned to the FSA county office by the close of business on August 2, or 
postmarked by midnight August 2, 2010. 
  
 A nomination form, FSA-669A, is included in this newsletter. More information on the elections, including 
nomination forms, is available at the county office or online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections .  

 

Farm Storage Facility Loans 
Farm Storage Facility Loans are available at great rates and terms! May interest rates are 3.250 to4.125% depending of the 
term of the loan. Interest rates for June will be slightly different. For more information on facility loans please visit your FSA 
county office or visit  www.fsa.usda.gov.  

Signature Requirements 
Spouses may sign all program applications without having a power of attorney.  If for some reason you do not want your 
spouse to sign your name on program documents we must be notified in writing. Exception: Commodity Loans - both 
spouses must sign for commodity loans, marketing authorizations and lock-in repayment rates unless you have a power 
of attorney on file.  

Special Accommodations 
Reasonable accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing im-
pairment to attend or participate in meetings or events sponsored by the Farm Service Agency. If you require special 
accommodations to attend or participate in one of our events, please call the FSA county office. 
 

Direct Deposit 
All FSA payments are to be made by direct deposit unless there is a financial hardship to prevent it. Producers need to 

notify us when accounts change to prevent a delay in payments.  Please contact us if you have made any changes to your fi-
nancial institution. 
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Tuscola County FSA Office 
1075 Cleaver Road 
Caro, MI 48723 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-
grams.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   
 
To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400  
Independence Avenue, SW. Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 
(English Federal relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal relay).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
 
Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing impairment.  If accommo-
dations are required, please contact Jonathan Link at 989-673-8173, ext. 2 
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