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Crop Reporting

The annual requirement of reporting to
the FSA office can be referred to as
crop reporting, acreage reporting, or
crop certification. Filing an accurate
and timely report for all crops and land
uses, including failed acreage, can
prevent loss of benefits for a variety of
Farm Service Agency programs. All
cropland on the farm must be reported
to receive benefits from the Direct and
Counter-cyclical Program, marketing
assistance loans and Load Deficiency
Payments.

The certification form FSA-578, Re-
port of Acreage, must account for all
cropland on a farm, whether idle or
planted. The certification deadline for
fall seeded small grains is June 30" and
all other crops is July 15™.

CRP & NAP Certification: Conser-
vation Reserve Program acreage must
be reported to receive annual rental
payments. And, crop acreage for Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP) must also be reported.

Prevented Planting: Prevented plant-
ing is to be reported no later than 15
calendar days after the final planting
date.

Failed Acreage: Reports of failed
acreage must be filed before disposi-
tion of the crop, and producers must be
able to establish to the satisfaction of
the county committee that the crop
failed and was prevented from being
replanted through the normal planting
period because of natural disaster con-
ditions.

DCP & ACRE Signup
Deadline

Signup for the 2009 Direct and Counter-
cyclical Payment (DCP) Program has been
extended until August 14, 2009. FSA will
not accept any late-filed applications.
Signup in the ACRE option is also avail-
able through August 14, 2009.

FSA computes DCP Program payments
using base acres and payment yields estab-
lished for each farm. Eligible producers
receive direct payments at rates established
by statute regardless of market prices. For
2009, you may request to receive advance
direct payments based on 22 percent of the
direct payment for each commodity associ-
ated with the farm. Counter-cyclical
payment rates vary depending on market
prices and are issued only when the effec-
tive price for a commodity is statutorily set
below its target price.

The electronic DCP (or eDCP) service will
save you time, reduce paperwork and speed
up contract processing at FSA offices. Itis
available to anyone eligible to participate
in the DCP Program.

To access this on-line service, you must
have an active USDA eAuthentication
Level 2 account, which requires filling out
an online registration form at
http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov followed
by a visit to the local USDA Service Center
for identity verification.
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Appointments

We recommend
you call to make
an appointment
before coming to
the office to con-
duct business.
This will enable
us to prepare any
necessary pa-
perwork and
research issues
before your ap-
pointment. We
realize how im-
portant your time
is, and this will
reduce the
amount of time
that you have to
wait in the office.

Farm Bill
Meetings:

MSU Extension
along with Farm
Service Agency
will be putting on
two meetings fo-
cusing on the
ACRE Program
on July 15, 2009.

Times: 1:30to
3:30 pm and 7:00
to 9:00 pm.

Location: MSU
Extension, 705 N
Zeeb Road, Ann
Arbor, Ml

Registration is
required and can
be made by calling
the Extension of-
fice at 734-997-
1678 or Farm Ser-
vice Agency at:
734-761-8789.

ACRE Signup is Ongoing

The ACRE program signup began April 27,
2009, and runs through August 14, 2009. The
ACRE alternative provides eligible producers
a state-level revenue guarantee, based on the
5-year state Olympic average yield and the 2-
year national average price.

Producers who elect the ACRE program for a
farm agree to:

o forgo counter-cyclical payments;

e accept a 20-percent reduction of the
direct payments; and

e accept a 30-percent reduction in loan
rates for all commodities produced on
the farm

Commodities eligible for ACRE payments
are wheat, corn, grain sorghum, barley, oats,
soybeans, sunflower seed, canola, flaxseed,
safflower, mustard seed, rapeseed, sesame
seed, crambe, dry peas, lentils, small chick-
peas and large chickpeas.

The ACRE program was created to give pro-
ducers an option in lieu of traditional
counter-cyclical payments. Producers may
elect and enroll in ACRE for the 2009 crop
year even if they have already accepted ad-
vance direct payments under the Direct and
Counter-cyclical Program.

To elect ACRE for a farm, producers must
complete Form CCC-509 ACRE, which ir-
revocably elects ACRE for the farm through
crop year 2012. Form CCC-509, the contract
to participate in ACRE, must then be com-
pleted each year the producer intends to
participate and receive benefits. The best way
to determine if your farm will benefit from
the ACRE program is to search on-line using
the words “ACRE calculator 2008”.

ACRE payment is based on the revenue lost
on the BASE crop actually planted and des-
ignated per FSA Farm number. Your five
year yield history of this planted crop will
have to be established per FSA farm number.
For additional info visit:
www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp

Pulse Crops

The Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of 2008
states that eligible pulse
crop acres may be added
as base acres.

The addition of pulse crop base acres is:
o effective for 2009 through 2012 crop
years
e required to be calculated in the same
manner as eligible oilseed acreage un-
der the 2002 Farm Bill.

The calculation of pulse crop base acres and
yield is based on the acreage and yield history
from the 1998 through 2001 crop years. Pulse
crops are defined as:

e dry peas (green, yellow, Austrian,
Umatilla, and wrinkled); intended uses
must be Seed or Dry Edible.

e Lentils; any intended use.

e large chickpeas (Kabuli garbanzo
beans); any intended use.

¢ small chickpeas (Desi garbanzo
beans); any intended use.

Pulse crop base acres will only be eligible for
counter-cyclical or Acreage Crop Revenue
Election (ACRE) payments for 2009 through
2012 crop years. Direct payments will not be
eligible.

Producers with current pulse crop acre history
in 1998 through 2001 will be notified of the
opportunity to update pulse crop base acres to
their farm using one of three options. Produc-
ers must also provide verifiable and acceptable
production evidence to support the calculated
average farm yield for each pulse crop. The
deadline for pulse crop base acres and yield
election is August 14, 20009.

Producers that did not file acreage reports on
pulse crops in 1998 through 2001, may now
provide a late-filed acreage report at no
charge. Acceptable evidence of the existence
and disposition of the crop is required: Late-
file prevented planting provisions for 1998
through 2001 pulse crops also apply.



NAP Production
Reporting

Production records for
individual crops need to
be filed with our office
to establish an approved
NAP yield. If this is the
first year you partici-
pated in NAP, you can
provide production and
acreage information
from prior years to es-
tablish your yield. If
you participated in NAP
in previous years, you
must report your produc-
tion and acreage on a
yearly basis to keep your
yield up-to-date. Re-
cords submitted must be
reliable or verifiable.
Records need to show
crop disposition. We
recommend producers
submit 2009 production
records as soon as har-
vest is complete. All
production records
must be submitted by
the subsequent crop
year’s final acreage
reporting date

Election

County Committee
Nominating petitions
were recently mailed
to eligible voters in
Local Administrative
Area (LAA) 3 which
includes the Town-
ships of Webster,
Salem, Northfield,
Lima, Scio, Ann Ar-
bor, and Superior.
Petitions must be re-
turned no later than
August 3, 2009.
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Farm Reconstitutions

For FSA program purposes, tracts having the
same owner and the same operator are
grouped under one farm serial number. When
changes in ownership or operation take place,
a farm reconstitution is necessary.

The reconstitution—or recon—is the process
of combining or dividing farms or tracts of
land based on the farming operation. Remem-
ber, to be effective for the current year, recons
must be requested by August 1 for farms en-
rolled in specific programs.

The following are the different methods used
when doing a farm recon:

Estate Method — the division of bases, al-
lotments and quotas for a parent farm
among heirs in settling an estate;

Designation of Landowner Method —
may be used when (1) part of a farm is
sold or ownership is transferred; (2) an
entire farm is sold to two or more per-
sons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to
two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is
sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a
tract is sold to two or more persons; or
(6) tract ownership is transferred to two
or more persons. In order to use this
method the land sold must have been
owned for at least three years, or a waiver
granted, and the buyer and seller must
sign a Memorandum of Understanding;

DCP Cropland Method — the division of
bases in the same proportion that the
DCP cropland for each resulting tract re-
lates to the DCP cropland on the parent
tract;

Default Method — the division of bases
for a parent farm with each tract main-
taining the bases attributed to the tract
level when the reconstitution is initiated
in the system.

Sodbuster Regulations

Sodbuster violations are unauthorized tillage
practices on highly erodible lands that convert
native vegetation such as grassland, rangeland
or woodland, to crop production after Dec. 23,
1985. Farmers and ranchers should be aware
that if they use highly erodible land for crop
production without proper conservation meas-
ures, they risk losing eligibility to participate in
most USDA programs.

Before producers clear, plow or otherwise pre-
pare areas not presently under crop production
for planting, they should check with their local
USDA Service Center prior to bringing such
acreage into production. An AD-1026 form may
need to be completed for a formal determina-
tion.

If the USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) indicates on a CPA-026 that
the area will be highly erodible land, the pro-
ducer will be required to develop and
implement a conservation plan on the affected
acreage, before bringing land into production.

In addition, producers and the producer’s affili-
ates have to file an AD-1026 in the
administrative or control county office before
any farm program payments can be made. The
AD-1026 is the producer’s signed certification
that HELC, as well as wetland conservation,
provisions will not be violated

Emergency Assistance for
Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-

Raised Fish Program

ELAP provides emergency relief to producers
of livestock, honey bees, and farm-raised fish
to aid in the reduction of losses because of
disease, adverse weather, or other conditions,
such as blizzards and wildfires, as determined
by the Secretary, during the calendar year.

All types of losses for which livestock, honey
bee, and farm-raised fish producers may be
compensated for under ELAP will not be know
until the regulations for ELAP are published in
the Federal Register.

Livestock, honey bee, and farm-raised fish
producers who have incurred 2008 and/or
2009 calendar year losses because of dis-
ease, adverse weather, or other conditions
should begin compiling their loss documenta-
tion. For more information on what types of
documentation you should be compiling
please contact the Washtenaw Wayne County
FSA Office.
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Special
Accommodations
Reasonable accom-

Banking Changes?

Dates to Remember

modations will be Almost all Farm Service Agency pay- June 30" Last day to report fall seeded small
made, upon request, ments are made electronically using grain crops
for individuals with Direct Deposit. This innovation has cut July 3¢ Office closed for the observance of
disabilities, vision down on the number of missing and late . Independence Day
impairment, or hear- payments and reduced the time required July 15 Last day to report all other crops
ing impairment to to move funds. Another benefit is that July 15" ha:;)day to submit production for
attend or participate Direct Deposit to your account can be -
in meetings or events made within 48 hours. August 1% Last day to report farm

dby th changes/request reconstitutions
sponsore e : v
Fr;rm Servigé To keep the system running smoothly, August 3" hgztsday to submit COC nomina
Agency. If you re- It's critical to keep the county office August 14" |L-ast day to signup for DCP and
quire special staff up to date_on chan_ges_yog might ugus ACRE Program
accommodations to make in your financial institutions. Continues | "M Storage Facility Loan
attend or participate o Program
in one of our events, If you have changed accounts or institu- Continues _|Continuous Conservation Reserve
please call the FSA tions that might affect the direct deposit Program, CRP-SAFE, and CREP

county office and we
will be happy to
make any needed
arrangements.

of your FSA payments, contact the FSA
county office so we can update our files
to insure continued uninterrupted ser-
vice.

Visit our Web site at:

www.fsa.usda.gov/mi

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age,
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs,
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-
grams.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




