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e January 20th - Office closed in observance of Martin Luther King,

Jr's Birthday

e January 22nd - Election ballots counted by County Committee.
February 17th - Office closed in observance of President's Day.
February 18th - Newly elected county committee members take
office.

e March 15th - Final date to purchase NAP coverage on most spring
seeded NAP crops.
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Producers who have bought or sold land, or added or dropped rented land

Program Technicians: from their operation must report those changes to the FSA office as soon as
Angie Case possible. A copy of the deed or recorded land contract for purchase property
Patty Salasky is needed to maintain accurate records with FSA. Failure to do so can lead
Benita Meekhof to possible program ineligibility and penalties. While making record updates,

be sure to update signature authorizations. Making record changes now will
Next County Committee save time in the spring.

Meeting: Feb. 5th, 9:30 a.m.

BREAKING NEW GROUND

Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground for
production as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm program benefits in
jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing

(WC) provisions.

Producers with HEL determined soils must apply tillage, crop residue and rotation requirements as specified in
their conservation plan.

Producers should notify FSA prior to conducting land clearing or drainage projects to ensure compliance. If you
intend to clear any trees to create new cropland, these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure any work will not
risk your eligibility for benefits.

Landowners and operators can complete form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland
Conservation (WC) Certification to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) is necessary.

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT SEEKING APPLICATIONS FOR
ITS VALUE-ADDED PRODUCER GRANTS (VAPG) PROGRAM

The deadline for applications under USDA Rural Development’s VAPG program is February 24, 2014. The
primary objective of the VAPG program is to help agricultural producers enter into value-added activities related
to the processing and/or marketing of bio-based value-added products. Generating new products, creating and
expanding marketing opportunities, and increasing producer income are the end goals of this program. You may
receive priority if you are a beginning farmer or rancher, a socially-disadvantaged farmer or rancher, a small or
medium-sized farm or ranch structured as a family farm, a farmer or rancher cooperative, or are proposing a mid-
tier value chain, as defined in the Program Regulation. Grants are awarded on a competitive basis. The
maximum grant is $75,000 for planning grants and $200,000 for working capital grants. Producers must match
the grant funds requested with cash or eligible in-kind funds. Additional information can be found at:
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/BCP_VAPG.html. Contact your servicing USDA Rural Development office for
assistance.

RURAL YOUTH LOANS

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural youths to establish and operate income-producing projects in
connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the
help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical
business and educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa,
and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age

Comply with FSA'’s general eligibility requirements

Reside in a rural area, city or town with a population of 50,000 or fewer people

Be unable to get a loan from other sources

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined above

Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and assistance
from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the project and the loan, along with providing
adequate supervision.

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.


http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/BCP_VAPG.html

Selected Interest Rates January 2014

90-Day Treasury Bill: .125%

Farm Operating Loans - Direct: 1.875%

Farm Ownership Loans - Direct: 4.125%

Farm Ownership Loans - Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher: 1.50%
Emergency Loans: 2.875%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years): 2.250%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years): 2.875%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years): 3.000%

Marketing Assistance Loans: 1.125%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),

(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



	January 2014
	Wexford/BenzieMissaukee/OsceolaCounty FSA Office
	Wexford/Benzie/Missaukee/Osceola County FSA Updates

