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 Sign-up for DDAP III Ends May 
5th 
Eligible dairy producers who suffered produc-
tion losses in 2005, 2006 or 2007 may apply to 
receive benefits, for any of these years, under 
the Dairy Disaster Assistance Program III 
(DDAP-III), as of March 5, 2008.  Producers 
can sign up at their local USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) service center until May 5, 
2008, when sign-up ends. 
  
To be eligible, a producer's operation must be 
in a county designated a major disaster or 
emergency area by the president or declared a 
natural disaster area by the secretary of agri-
culture between Jan. 1, 2005, and Dec. 31, 
2007.  Producers in contiguous counties are 
also eligible.  Producers in counties declared 
disaster areas by the president may be eligible, 
even though the agricultural loss was not cov-
ered by the declaration, if an FSA 
Administrator's Physical Loss Notice covered 
such losses. 
 
Producers will need to provide to their local 
FSA office, the annual marketed production 
and average number of cows in the dairy herd 
for 2003 and 2004 to determine base produc-
tion.  To calculate the loss, FSA must also 
know the dairy's production and the average 
number of cows in the dairy herd for the ap-
plicable disaster years. 
 
Losses will be calculated by comparing the 
expected base annual production (from 2003 
and 2004) and the actual production during the 
applicable disaster claim year.  FSA may ad-
just calculations when losses are not caused by 
disaster. 
 
For additional information on the DDAP-III 
program, visit your local FSA service center 
or visit online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.  
 

  Sign-Up Continues for USDA 
FSA Disaster Programs 
Eligible farmers and producers who suffered 
livestock, livestock feed and crop losses that 
occurred before Dec. 31, 2007, can still apply  
to receive disaster payments.   

 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) continues to 
accept applications and make payments for 
quantity losses under Crop Disaster Program 
(CDP) that occurred before Dec. 31, 2007.  
FSA continues to issue Livestock Compensa-
tion Program (LCP) and Livestock Indemnity 
Program (LIP) payments for losses that oc-
curred in designated disaster counties.  No 
ending date has been announced for LIP, 
LCP and CDP.  FSA will conduct sign-up 
and begin making payments for quality losses 
under CDP later this spring.   
More information about CDP, LCP and LIP is 
available online at: http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov. 
 
USDA Announces No Partial 
2007-Crop-Year Counter-
Cyclical Payments for Corn, 
Grain Sorghum and Soybeans
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has an-
nounced that because market prices are high, 
producers with corn, grain sorghum, soybeans 
and/or other oilseed base acres enrolled in 
USDA's Direct and Counter-cyclical Program 
will not receive partial 2007-crop-year 
counter-cyclical payments.  
 
Average market price projections are above 
levels that would trigger these payments. The 
2002 Farm Bill requires that, if triggered, 
these payments be made for the 2007 crop 
after the first six months of the marketing 
year, which began on Sept. 1, 2007, for these 
commodities.  
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Final Loan and 
LDP Availability 
Date 
Producers are reminded 
that the final commod-
ity loan and LDP 
availability date for 
2007 Crop Year Corn, 
Grain Sorghum, Soy-
beans and other 
Oilseeds will be May 
31, 2008.   
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Report Failed Crop Acreage 
Prior to Destruction 
With spring planting around the corner, the 
Andrew County Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
encourages farmers to report failed crop acre-
age that will not be brought to harvest to their 
FSA office. Failed acreage must be reported to 
FSA before destroying and replanting to allow 
time for a field check. "It is very important 
that farmers report failed acreage that will not 
be brought to harvest to the FSA office prior 
to destruction," said  Executive Director, Bob 
Caldwell. "This simple act of insuring that 
failed acres are documented could be the de-
termining factor in whether or not a farmer is 
eligible for future crop disaster program pay-
ments."  Form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is 
used to report failed acreage and may be com-
pleted by any producer with an interest in the 
crop.  For crop losses covered by the Non-
insured Assistance Program (NAP), producers 
must contact their local FSA office within 15 
days of the occurrence of the disaster or when 
losses become apparent.  Producers with crop 
insurance should also contact their local agent 
when losses occur and before destroying the 
crop. 
Although low yield acreage does not need to 
be reported to FSA, producers are encouraged 
to keep good production records on acreage 
with a low crop yield to document crop losses. 
If Congress authorizes a crop disaster program 
in the future, production records may help 
support crop loss claims.  
  
Additional information in regard to failed crop 
acreage or crop losses covered by the Non-
Insured Assistance Program (NAP) can be 
obtained by contacting your local FSA office. 
FSA program information is also available 
online at: http://www/fsa/usda/gov.  
 
Banking Changes? 
If you have changed banks and not notified 
FSA, your payment could be delayed.  Pay-
ments are electronically transferred into your 
bank account, if we are not aware of changes 
to your account and routing numbers, there 
could be problems. In order to make timely 
payments, you need to notify the office if you 
close your account or if another financial insti-
tution purchases your bank.  
 

 Conservation Compliance 
 
All participants in USDA programs are re-
quired to have a conservation system in place 
on all the highly erodible land (HEL) that they 
operate. Several areas where problems can 
arise with complying with a conservation sys-
tem are; renting new cropland, purchasing new 
land, breaking out additional cropland, plant-
ing different crops such as soybeans, and 
changing or removing existing conservation 
practices.  
 
It is very important that you contact the FSA 
office before doing any of the above.  Also, it 
is very important that you contact our office 
before modifying - tiling, draining, dredging, 
filling, or leveling - any wetland or drainage 
ditch.  Failure to obtain advance approval for 
any of these situations can result in loss of all 
Federal payments and eligibility. 
 
Farm Storage Facility Loans 
 
Low interest rate loans for storage facilities 
are still available for producers to build or 
remodel farm storage facilities for a variety of 
commodities, including wheat, soybeans and 
corn.  
 
The seven-year Farm Storage Facility Loans 
are available for the purchase and installation 
of eligible storage facilities, permanently af-
fixed drying or handling equipment, or 
remodeling existing facilities. Eligible facili-
ties include new conventional-type cribs or 
bins and new and remanufactured oxygen-
limiting and other upright silo-type structures. 
 
All Farm Storage Facility Loans are secured 
by a promissory note and security agreement. 
The maximum amount that may be borrowed 
is 85 percent of the net cost of the storage or 
handling equipment, up to $100,000 for each 
borrower. A minimum down payment is also 
required. For details, contact the county office 
staff. 
 
 

   Need more Storage? 

 
 
 

Beware of Crop Insurance Rebating 
Schemes 

 
The Risk Management Agency (RMA) has 
received reports from producers and agents 
that some aggressive marketers have been 
approaching producers with rebating offers 
when they purchase crop insurance.  These 
schemes promise lower insurance premi-
ums, refunds, dividends, or items of value 
tied to crop insurance purchases.  Most of 
these activities are illegal.   
 
RMA reminds all Federal crop insurance 
program participants that it is now coordinat-
ing with state regulators to take appropriate 
regulatory action against all those who are 
found to promote or participate in such 
schemes.  Producers who are found to 
participate in illegal rebating activities 
will not only lose their crop insurance 
coverage but will also lose eligibility in all 
USDA programs.  Producers and agents 
can report suspicions of illegal rebating to 
the OIG Hotline: 1-800-424-9121 
 
 

Ed Schafer Sworn in as Secretary of 
Agriculture 

Ed Schafer was sworn in as the 29th Secre-
tary of the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) on January 28, 2008.   
 
Secretary Schafer brings a record as an inno-
vative two-term governor of North Dakota to 
USDA along with extensive private sector 
experience as both an entrepreneur and a 
business executive.  Schafer served as North 
Dakota's governor from 1992 to 2000 and 
made diversifying and expanding North Da-
kota's economy, reducing the cost of 
government and advancing agriculture his 
top priorities in office.  
 
Born and raised in Bismarck, North Dakota, 
Schafer graduated from the University of 
North Dakota in 1969 with a bachelor's de-
gree in Business Administration and earned 
an MBA from the University of Denver in 
1970. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
   Bob’s Corner 
Farm Bill Ex-
tended Until 
April 18th 
 
Last month the Presi-
dent signed a 33-day 
extension of the current 
law to allow Congress 
until April 18th to 
reach an agreement on 
the next Farm Bill.  If 
Congress fails to reach 
an agreement on a new 
Farm Bill that meets the 
standards that the Presi-
dent set out, he will ask 
Congress to extend the 
current law for at least 
one year. 
 
This extends FSA's 
authority to administer 
the Conservation Re-
serve Program (CRP) 
and marketing loan 
benefits for wool, mo-
hair, unshorn pelts and 
honey through April 18, 
2008. 
 
Give us a call if you 
have questions about 
any FSA programs. 
 
816-324-3196 ext. 2 
   
 Bob Caldwell, 
CED 
     

  
     IMPORTANT CRP REMINDERS 

• CRP acres need to be certified in 
our office each year. 
 

• Reminders have been sent out for 
required food plots, be sure to 
complete and return forms when 
the food plots are planted. 

 
• Reminders have also been sent 

out for required management prac-
tices.  After you burn, disc or apply 
chemicals, bring in or send the 
completed forms we sent you 
along with any bills you may have.

 
• If you plan to hay or graze any of 

your CRP under a managed hay-
ing and grazing plan, you need to 
contact our office and NRCS be-
fore you get ready to start.  A 
reminder that you can only hay or 
graze every three years and there 
is a 25% payment reduction on the 
acres hayed or grazed. 

 
• If you hayed or grazed a field in 

2007, then it cannot be hayed or 
grazed again until 2010 unless it 
was a case where one contract 
expired on September 30, 2007 
and you were allowed to re-enroll 
for anther 10 years.  In this situa-
tion the field can be hayed or 
grazed in 2008 and then not until 
2011.  For extension, this provision 
does not apply.  If your original 
contract would have expired Sep-
tember 30, 2007 and you extended 
it for 2 to 5 years, you can still only 
hay or gaze every 3rd year from 
2007.  

 
• The only dates haying or grazing 

can occur is between July 15th 
and September 30th.  The ending 
date is a change from last year. 

 
• There will be no general CRP sign 

ups in 2008, but  there is a con-
tinuous sign up for sign up buffer 
strips and whole fields expired 
from CRP. 

  
• Representatives of deceased CRP par-

ticipants must inform their local FSA 
Service Center by submitting one or 
more of the following applicable 
documents: 

 
1. Copy of death certificate; 
2. Copy of Court appointment 

for estate; 
3. Estate ID number if available; 

and/or 
4. Copy of deed transferring 

ownership to survivor. 
 

    State Acres for Wildlife 
Enhancement (SAFE) 
Projects  May 1 Sign up 
Owners and operators of certain cropland 
in designated geographic areas of Mis-
souri may enroll eligible land in a new 
continuous Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) conservation practice titled 
State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement 
(SAFE), also known as Practice CP38. 
 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will 
conduct sign-up for SAFE on a continuous 
(ongoing) basis beginning on May 1, 
2008. Through continuous CRP sign-ups, 
USDA accepts offers by producers, pro-
vided the land and producer meet certain 
eligibility requirements. Producers can 
offer land for enrollment in SAFE and 
other CRP programs at their local FSA 
county office. 
 
Eligible land is cropland that was planted 
or considered planted to an agricultural 
commodity during four of the six years 
from 1996 to 2001.  The land must be 
physically and legally capable of being 
planted in a normal manner to an agricul-
tural commodity.  Land designated as 
marginal pastureland does not qualify for 
SAFE.  Land must have been owned for 
one year. 
 
CRP fields that expired September 30, 
2007 can be offered by June 1, 2008. 
Whole fields or partial fields can be of-
fered under this program, but there is a  
limited amount of acres available.  
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Reasonable Accommodations 
Reasonable accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment or hearing im-
pairment. If special accommodations are required, please call the Farm Service Agency county office staff, and we will be 
happy to make any arrangements that are necessary. 
 

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Cen-
ter at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer." 
 
 

                       

Dates to Remember 

May 26 Memorial Day Holiday.  FSA 
Offices Closed. 

May 31 

Deadline to apply for 2007 
commodity loans and LDP's on 
feed grains, soybeans, cotton, 
rice and pulse crops. 

June 15 County Committee Nomination 
period begins. 

June 30 Final certification date for small 
grains. 

July 4 Independence Day Holiday.  
FSA Offices Closed. 

July 31 Final certification date for all 
crops except small grains. 

Continuous Farm Storage Facility Loan 
program. 

Selected Interest Rates for 
April  2008 

90-Day Treasury Bill 2.250% 
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 3.250% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.875% 
Farm Ownership Loans  Begin-
ning Farmer Down Payment 4.000% 

Emergency Loans 3.750% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans 3.000% 
Sugar Storage Facility Loans 4.250% 
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 2.625% 


