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 Crop Disaster Program Sign-
up Continues and Quality 
Sign-up to Begin Soon 
 
Eligible farmers and producers who suffered 
crop loss damage between Jan. 1, 2005, and 
Dec. 31, 2007, can still apply to receive disas-
ter assistance.  FSA continues to accept 
applications and make payments for quantity 
losses under the Crop Disaster Program 
(CDP), for losses that occurred before the end 
of the 2007 calendar year.   
 
Also, sign-up for quality losses under the 
CDP will begin soon at the county office.  
For quality losses, producers must apply 
for quantity loss to be eligible to apply for a 
quality loss.  However, producers do not need 
to qualify for a quantity loss.  In addition, the 
requirement for Crop Insurance or NAP cov-
erage still applies.  Quality loss participants 
will be required to provide actual produc-
tion evidence.  The actual production 
evidence will need to show the quantity, 
price AND quality factors.   
 
Stored and fed production must have a quality 
test indicating quality and quantity by January 
1 of the year following harvest.  For stored 
production, the price is determined using the 
local market conditions in effect on the date 
the production evidence is submitted.  For fed 
production, the value is determined using the 
local market conditions in effect on the crop’s 
final harvest date.  The commodity must have 
suffered at least a 25% reduction in value to 
meet the Economic Loss Minimum. The Na-
tional FSA office is developing a software 
program to determine whether the producer 
meets the Economic Loss Minimum.  
 
For more disaster program information go 
online at: http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov . 

 Final Acreage Reporting Dates 
Quickly Approaching  
 
  
 
  

Farm Service Agency (FSA), would like to 
remind producers of the acreage reporting 
requirements that must be met prior to receiv-
ing program benefits.  If producers miss the 
acreage reporting deadline dates, a late filing 
fee will be charged.  
 
Producers are required to file an FSA-578, 
Report of Acreage, certification for the farm 
by the June 30 deadline for small grains and 
by July 31 for all other crops except small 
grains.  To be considered timely, acreage 
reports on crops are due in the county office 
by the earlier of June 30 for small grains and 
July 31 for all other crops, or 15 calendar days 
before the onset of harvest or grazing of the 
specific crop acreage for NAP crops.  
 
It is also very important that producers report 
crop losses, including those insured under 
Federal Crop Insurance (FCIC) and Non-
insured Assistance Program (NAP) within 15 
days of the date damage occurred or 15 days 
from the date damage is apparent.  Losses and 
or damages to crops must be reported after 
each disaster occurrence and in a timely man-
ner to insure continued eligibility for benefits. 
 
Producers are encouraged to visit their local 
FSA county office to file the required FSA-
578 certification report before the deadline.  
Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops 
and land uses, including failed acreage and 
prevented planting acreage, can prevent the 
loss of benefits for a variety of programs. 
  
Banking Changes?  It is critical to 
report changes to the county office  you 
might make in your financial institutions. 
If you have changed accounts or banks, please 
let us know!!! 
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2008 Farm 
Bill Credit 
Title:  
Expands Credit 
Availability for 
Farmers and 
Ranchers  
Increases the farm 
ownership loan limit and 
the operating loan limit 
to $300,000  
 
Farm Bill Credit 
Program Facts:  
 The Beginning Farmer 
and Rancher Down 
Payment Loan Program 
has been changed  to 
better serve producers 
as follows: 

- Fixes the inter-
est rate at 
1.5%, or at 4% 
below the regu-
lar direct farm 
ownership  

      loan interest rates,    
whichever is greater  

- Increases the 
maximum al-
lowable sales 
price from 
$250,000 to 
$500,000  

 
- Reduces the 

borrower down 
payment re-
quirement to 
not less than 
5%  

 
- Changes the 

term of the loan 
from 15 years 
to 20 years. 

 

    USDA Announces CRP  
Permitted Use for Livestock 
Feed Needs 
 
Recently, USDA authorized certain acreage 
enrolled under the Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) to be available for hay and forage 
after the primary nesting season ends for grass-
nesting birds, which is after July 15, 2008.  All 
hay and livestock must be removed by Nov. 10, 
2008.  This modification for critical feed use is 
only available in 2008.   
 
CRP participants with certain established vege-
tative cover may voluntarily have their CRP 
contract modified by CCC to utilize certain land 
enrolled in CRP for critical feed use, including 
haying or grazing.  Acreage eligible for critical 
feed use includes acreage that is fully estab-
lished and devoted to the following CRP 
practices in Missouri: 

 CP1, Establishment of Permanent Intro-
duced Grasses and Legumes, 

 CP2, Establishment of Permanent Native 
Grasses, 

 CP4B, Permanent Wildlife Habitat – Corri-
dors, 

 CP4D, Permanent Wildlife Habitat, 
 CP10, Vegetative Cover - Grass - Already  

Established. 
 

The most environmentally sensitive land en-
rolled in CRP is ineligible for critical feed use.  
These lands include wetlands, buffers, filter 
strips and other practices not listed as eligible. In 
addition, acreage ineligible for critical feed use 
includes acreage devoted to useful life ease-
ments, as determined by CCC, and land within 
120 feet of a stream or other permanent water 
body. 
 
Haying is limited to 50%of each eligible field.  
If grazing, 25% of each field must remain un-
grazed or all of the eligible CRP acreage may be 
grazed at no more than 75 %of the stocking rate, 
as determined by NRCS. 
 
Participants who request a voluntary modifica-
tion to the CRP contract to allow critical feed 
use must also obtain a modified conservation 
plan for haying and grazing management in 
accordance with NRCS Field Office Technical 
Guide haying and grazing standards and elect to 
either hay or graze their contracted acreage. 

 Conservation Compliance 
 
All participants in USDA programs are re-
quired to have a conservation system in place 
on all the highly erodible land (HEL) that they 
operate. Several areas where problems can 
arise with complying with a conservation sys-
tem are; renting new cropland, purchasing new 
land, breaking out additional cropland, plant-
ing different crops such as soybeans, and 
changing or removing existing conservation 
practices.  
 
It is very important that you contact the FSA 
office before doing any of the above.  Also, it 
is very important that you contact our office 
before modifying - tiling, draining, dredging, 
filling, or leveling - any wetland or drainage 
ditch.  Failure to obtain advance approval for 
any of these situations can result in loss of all 
Federal payments and eligibility. 
 
Farm Storage Facility Loans 
 
Low interest rate loans for storage facilities 
are still available for producers to build or 
remodel farm storage facilities for a variety of 
commodities, including wheat, soybeans and 
corn.  
 
The seven-year Farm Storage Facility Loans 
are available for the purchase and installation 
of eligible storage facilities, permanently af-
fixed drying or handling equipment, or 
remodeling existing facilities. Eligible facili-
ties include new conventional-type cribs or 
bins and new and remanufactured oxygen-
limiting and other upright silo-type structures. 
 
All Farm Storage Facility Loans are secured 
by a promissory note and security agreement. 
The maximum amount that may be borrowed 
is 85 percent of the net cost of the storage or 
handling equipment, up to $100,000 for each 
borrower. A minimum down payment is also 
required. For details, contact the county office 
staff. 
 
 

   Need more Storage? 

  
 
 

County Committee Elections          
“FSA Counts on You” 
From June 15 through Aug. 1, farmers and 
ranchers can nominate eligible peers as candi-
dates for election to the Andrew County Farm 
Service Agency County Committee.  Since COC 
elections happen only once a year, here is an 
election refresher.  For election purposes, coun-
ties are divided into local administrative areas, 
or LAAs.  Each LAA selects one producer to 
serve a three-year term on the Farm Service 
Agency county committee. 
 
Each year, an election is held in an LAA to re-
place the committee member whose three-year 
term is expiring.  In counties with three LAAs, 
one seat is up for election.   
 
An election will be held for the Andrew County 
Committee position for LAA #1 that includes the 
townships of Clay, Jackson, Nodaway and     
Lincoln. James Steeby is currently serving for 
this area. 
 
Any eligible person residing in one of these 
townships who is interested in running for the 
County Committee, or would like to nominate an 
individual to run for the County Committee, must 
complete a nomination form.  The nomination 
form for County FSA Committee Election (FSA-
669A) is available at the Andrew County FSA 
office.  You may also go online and download 
the form from our Missouri FSA website at: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/mo.  The docu-
ment is located under the "I Want To" section on 
the right side of the screen. 
 
This is an important time for LAA communities, 
because county committee members make deci-
sions that have significant effects on you and the 
area’s agricultural sector as a whole.  For exam-
ple, committee members make decisions on 
applications for federal farm program and disas-
ter payments.  Committee members play a vital 
role by helping local farmers and ranchers man-
age tough financial times and natural disasters.   

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
   Bob’s Corner 
 
Well, here we go 
again.  Frequent rain 
and flooding has 
made it a real chal-
lenge to get crops in. 
Although most of the 
heavy rain has been 
to our north, the water 
has come down the 
rivers to cause much 
flooding along the 
102, Platte and 
Nodaway Rivers. 
 
For those who do 
have their crops 
planted, please come 
on in and get them 
reported to save a big 
rush at the deadline. 
 
Thanks in advance 
for your patience dur-
ing this busy time as 
we will continue to 
serve the farmers of 
Andrew County the 
best that we can.  
 
Give us a call if you 
have questions about 
any FSA programs. 
 
816-324-3196 ext. 2 
   
 Bob Caldwell, 
CED 
     

  
     IMPORTANT CRP REMINDERS 

• CRP acres need to be certified in 
our office each year. 
 

• Reminders have been sent out for 
required food plots, be sure to 
complete and return forms when 
the food plots are planted. 

 
• Reminders have also been sent 

out for required management prac-
tices.  After you burn, disc or apply 
chemicals, bring in or send the 
completed forms we sent you 
along with any bills you may have.

 
• If you plan to hay or graze any of 

your CRP under a managed hay-
ing and grazing plan, you need to 
contact our office and NRCS be-
fore you get ready to start.  A 
reminder that you can only hay or 
graze every three years and there 
is a 25% payment reduction on the 
acres hayed or grazed. 

 
• The only dates haying or grazing 

can occur is between July 15th 
and September 30th unless you 
are using the critical feed op-
tion. 

 
• There will be no general CRP sign 

ups in 2008, but  there is a con-
tinuous sign up for sign up buffer 
strips and whole fields expired 
from CRP. 

 
 
Sign-up Deadline for LCP and LIP  
 
  

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has an-
nounced that livestock producers have until 
July 18, 2008, to enroll in the 2005-2007 
Livestock Compensation Program (LCP) and 
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). Sign-up 
began on Sept. 10, 2007, for the two programs 
that provide aid to livestock producers who 
suffered eligible livestock or livestock feed 
losses between Jan. 1, 2005, and Dec. 31, 
2007, because of a natural disaster.   
 
 
 

  
    State Acres for Wildlife 
Enhancement (SAFE) 
 
Owners and operators of certain cropland 
in designated geographic areas of Mis-
souri may enroll eligible land in a new 
continuous Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) conservation practice titled 
State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement 
(SAFE), also known as Practice CP38. 
 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will 
conduct sign-up for SAFE on a continuous 
(ongoing) basis.   Through continuous 
CRP sign-ups, USDA accepts offers by 
producers, provided the land and pro-
ducer meet certain eligibility requirements. 
Producers can offer land for enrollment in 
SAFE and other CRP programs at their 
local FSA county office. 
 
Eligible land is cropland that was planted 
or considered planted to an agricultural 
commodity during four of the six years 
from 1996 to 2001.  We expect these 
years to change when the farm bill is final-
ized.  The land must be physically and 
legally capable of being planted in a nor-
mal manner to an agricultural commodity.  
Land designated as marginal pastureland 
does not qualify for SAFE.  Land must 
have been owned for one year. 
 
CRP fields that expire September 30, 
2008 can be offered by June 1, 2009. 
Whole fields or partial fields can be of-
fered under this program, but there is a  
limited amount of acres available.  
 
DCP PROGRAM 
(Direct & Counter Cyclical Program) 
 
We anticipate holding a DCP sign up 
this summer.  The 2008 program will be 
very similar to the past few years, but for 
2009 there will be other options available.
 
Watch for more details as they become 
available!! 
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Reasonable Accommodations 
Reasonable accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment or hearing im-
pairment. If special accommodations are required, please call the Farm Service Agency county office staff, and we will be 
happy to make any arrangements that are necessary. 
 

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Cen-
ter at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer." 

 
 
            

           

Dates to Remember 

June 15 County Committee Nomination 
period begins. 

June 30 Final certification date for small 
grains. 

July 4 Independence Day Holiday.  
FSA Offices Closed. 

July 18 Deadline for LCP & LIP 

July 31 Final certification date for all 
crops except small grains. 

Continuous Farm Storage Facility Loan 
program. 

Selected Interest Rates for 
June  2008 

90-Day Treasury Bill 1.250% 
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 3.125% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.875% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Be-
ginning Farmer Down Payment 4.000% 

Emergency Loans 3.750% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans 3.375% 
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 3.000% 
 
 

 


