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Wow, it is hard to believe another spring is here and the planters are once again in the 
field!  Here at the Farm Service Agency we are beginning the spring with the imple-
mentation of a new program called ACRE.  The following is some information on the 
ACRE program and other programs that affect a number of producers.  More detailed 
articles on these programs are printed later within this newsletter.  If you have any ques-
tions, do not hesitate to contact the office. 
 
                               Corey Lesher 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Average Crop Revenue Election Program (ACRE) was authorized by the 2008 
Farm Bill and begins in crop year 2009.  Sign up for the program officially began April 
27, 2009 with a deadline to enroll for the 2009 year of August 14, 2009.   To help edu-
cate producers about the ACRE program, the Atchison County FSA office will be hold-
ing two public informational meetings on ACRE on June 3, 2009 at 8:30 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m. at the Velma Houts Fair Building in Rock Port, MO.   
 
Emergency Conservation Program - Producers who have an application under the 
Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) for cost-share assistance to repair land due to 
the heavy rains and flooding in the spring of 2008 have until May 31, 2009 to complete 
the work.   
 
Direct & Counter-Cyclical Program - Sign up for the DCP program has been ex-
tended to August 14, 2009.  Producers who wish to enroll into DCP may request and 
receive an advance payment equaling 22% of the total payment for farm, with the bal-
ance being paid in October.    
 
Acreage Reporting - Along with planting comes the annual requirement to  
report your acres to FSA.  Filing an accurate report for all crops and land uses, includ-
ing failed acreage and prevented planting acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits for a 
variety of programs. 
 
New Loan Repayment Methods - See article in this newsletter on how posted county 
price is now computed. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have your heard?  FSA is on the radio.  The Atchison County 
FSA office is in a regular rotation with the Fremont, Mills / West 
Pottawattamie, Montgomery, Page and Taylor County FSA offices 
in Iowa and can be heard on KMA Radio, 960 AM every Friday at  
approximately 12:25 PM.  
 
Tune in to hear the most recent FSA program updates. 

Atchison County USDA 
Service Center  
Atchison County FSA 
302 E. Hwy 136 
Rock Port, MO 64482 
(660) 744-5328 (Phone) 
(660) 744-5536 (Fax)  
Hours 
Monday—Friday 
8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m.    
County Committee 
Duane Klute, Chairperson 
Craig Heits, Vice-Chair 
Julie Joesting, Member  
Meets 2nd Wednesday of 
every month at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Staff 
County Executive Director 
Corey Lesher 
 
Farm Loan Manager 
Bob Dreyer 
 
Farm Loan Officer 
Roger Uptergrove 
 
Program Technicians 
Nancy Daugherty 
Pam Husing 
Patricia Lane 
Marilyn Thurnau 
Karen Vette 
 
Field Assistant 
Robert Smith 

ACRE  
Informational  

Meetings  
June 3, 2009  

 
Velma Houts  
Fair Building 

Rock Port, MO 
 

Two Sessions: 
8:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 



 2 

                                               USDA Responds to Producer Concerns by Extending Sign-Up Date for  
   DCP and ACRE Programs 

 
   USDA has extended the sign-up deadline from June 1 to August 14, 2009, for both the Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) and the forthcoming Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program.  This action     

     extends the sign-up deadline by 10 weeks to give producers ample time to decide whether to participate in    
   ACRE or remain in DCP. 

 
Extending the sign-up deadline for both these programs ensures that America's farmers have enough information and time needed to 
determine if ACRE is the right program for their operational needs.  The DCP and ACRE programs play a critical role in the farm 
safety net and it is vital that we act to support the hard work of the farmers on which we depend. 
 
Sign-up for ACRE began April 27.  Producers can elect ACRE at their FSA county office.  The original June 1 deadline may have 
forced producers to rush their decision, which is why this extension gives producers more time to make an informed decision about 
staying with DCP for 2009 or participating in ACRE for crop year 2009 and beyond through 2012. 
 
The ACRE program, authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill, provides eligible producers a state-level revenue guarantee, based on the 5-year 
state Olympic average yield and the 2-year national average price.  ACRE payments are made when both state and farm-level triggers 
are met. 
 
By participating in ACRE, producers elect to forego counter-cyclical payments, receive a 20-percent reduction in direct payments and 
a 30-percent reduction in loan rates.  The decision to elect ACRE binds the farm to the program through the 2012 crop year, the last 
crop year covered by the 2008 Act. 
 
For more information about ACRE, DCP and other price support programs, please visit your local USDA Service Center.  You can 
also obtain information on-line at http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The ACRE Program 
 

The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) is a new program authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill that begins in crop year 2009. 
Through ACRE, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers producers an alternative to Direct and Counter-cyclical (DCP) payments. 
The ACRE alternative provides eligible producers a state-level revenue guarantee, based on the 5-year state Olympic average yield and 
the 2-year national average price.  
 
ACRE payments are made when both state- and farm-level triggers are met. By participating in ACRE, producers elect to forego 
counter-cyclical payments.  Producers also elect to receive a 20-percent reduction in direct payments and a 30-percent reduction in loan 
rates. ACRE sign-up began April 27 and producers can now choose to participate in ACRE, or stay with DCP.  
 
A decision to elect ACRE binds the producer to the program through the 2012 crop year, the last crop year covered by the 2008 Farm 
Bill.  For more details, contact your local FSA office. 
 
A public informational meeting on ACRE is planned for June 3, 2009.  There will be two sessions at 8:30 AM and 1:30 PM.  Both ses-
sions will be held at the Velma Houts Fair Building in Rock Port, MO. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
New Loan Repayment Methods  
 
Beginning April 15, 2009, the posted county price that FSA county offices use to establish marketing assistance loan repayment rates 
and LDP’s when applicable changed.  Now posted county prices are computed by using the lesser of  the 30 calendar day method or 
the alternative 5 calendar day method.  The 30 calendar day method will reflect a 30 calendar day moving average of all terminal  
market prices for the crop, adjusted by the difference between the applicable national loan rate and county loan rate.  The 5 calendar 
day alternative method will be based on a preceding 5 calendar day period, replacing the current method based  on the previous day’s 
market rates.  The 5 calendar day alternative method will reflect a 5 calendar day moving average of applicable terminal market prices 
adjusted by the following:  the applicable county differential and 5 calendar day average of applicable terminal market adjustments. 
 
 

Deadline 
Extended 
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                                               Acreage Reporting 
 
Acreage reporting time will soon be here. Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and 
prevented planting acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits for a variety of programs. 
 
Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the disaster event and before disposition of the crop. Prevented planting must be 
reported no later than 15 days after the final planting date. 
 
Acreage reports are required for many Farm Service Agency programs.  For crops other than NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster Assis-
tance Program) crops, acreage reports are to be certified by the June 30 deadline on small grains and a July 31 deadline on all other 
crops. 
 
Acreage reports on crops for which NAP assistance may be paid are due in the county office by the earlier of June 30 for small grains 
and July 31 for all other crops, or 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the specific crop acreage being reported. 
 
NAP Information:  Producers with NAP insurance may obtain the new basic provisions, CCC-47BP and NAP Fact Sheet from the FSA 
webpage at www.fsa.usda.gov or from their local county FSA office. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Timely Filing of Loss/Prevented Planting 

 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting of program crops and may be 
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop.  For losses on crops covered by the Non-insured Crop Dis-
aster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA County 
Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.  If filing for prevented 
planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final planting date for the   
crop. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Farm Reconstitutions  
 
In program terminology, farms are constituted to group all tracts having the same owner and the same operator under one farm serial 
number. When changes in ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The reconstitution — or recon — is 
the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming operation.  

The following are the different methods used to divide bases when doing a farm recon. 

 Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an estate; 
 

 Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is transferred; (2) an 
entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is 
sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or 
more persons. In order to use this method the land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver 
granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding.  NOTE: it is highly recommended that an 
agreement is reached between buyer and seller on how the bases are to be divided before the sale is final  

 
 DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for each resulting tract 

relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract; 
 

 Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed to the tract 
level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

 
If payments have already been issued on a particular farm, the reconstitution will be effective for the next year, unless the payments are 
refunded. Request for recons must be filed by August 1 for farms subject to DCP or ACRE. 
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United States Department of Agriculture 
Farm Service Agency 
Atchison County 
302 E. Hwy 136 
Rock Port, MO 64482 

Beginning and Limited Resource Farmers & Ranchers  
FSA has a program to assist beginning farmers and or members of socially disadvantaged groups to 
finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing 
to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a 
person who:  has operated a farm for not more than 10 years; will materially and substantially partici-
pate in the operation of the farm; agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and finan-
cial management program sponsored by FSA; does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the 
county’s average size.   
Each member of an entity must meet the eligibility requirements. Loan approval is not guaranteed.  
Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local 
USDA Service Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 

Direct and Guaranteed Loans  
The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing family farmers with loans to meet their farm credit 
needs.  If you are having trouble getting the credit you need for your farm, or regularly borrow from FSA, 
direct and guaranteed loans are available now.  Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if you’ve 
had a setback and your lender is reluctant to extend or renew your loan.  Loan funds can be made avail-
able.  Producers are encouraged to apply early so that a loan can be processed and funded in a timely  
manner.  
Most of our loan programs have special funding available for minority, female and beginning farmers.  
FSA employees will help you complete the necessary application and other forms, and help you under-
stand what information is required, where to find it or who to contact to get it.  To find out more about 
FSA loan programs, contact the county office staff. 

Rural Youth Loans  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes operating loans to individual 
rural youths age 10 through 20 to establish and operate agriculture-related income-producing projects. 
These projects must be of modest size and be initiated, developed and carried out by rural youths par-
ticipating in 4-H Clubs, FFA, or a similar organization or with a vocational teacher or county extension 
agent. The project must be an organized and supervised program of work.  It must be planned and oper-
ated with the assistance of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan, and 
provide the youth with practical business and educational experience.  Contact your local FSA office 
for more details. 

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its 
program and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, religion, 
sexual orientation, genetic information, 
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or 
part of an individual’s income is derived 
from any public assistance program. (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 
and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write to USDA, Director, 
Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or 
(202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer." 

Dates To Remember  
May 25 

USDA Service Center 
Closed   
June 1 

Last Day to Request CCC 
Loan on 2008  

Corn & Soybeans  
June 3 

ACRE Informational Mtg  
June 30  

Last Date to Report Wheat & 
Other Small Grains  

July 31 
Last Date to Report All 

Spring Planted Crops & CRP  
August 14 

DCP & ACRE Sign-Up 
Deadline 


