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Spring has been in full swing in the county with reports of planting progress going very
well. As we approach the end of spring, there are a few deadlines that everyone needs to
be aware of.

June 1, 2010 - Final date to take out a 2009 crop Marketing Assistance Loan

June 1, 2010 - Deadline to enroll into 2010 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP)
and Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) program.

June 30, 2010 - Deadline to report planted acres of wheat, oats and other small grains.

July 31, 2010 - Deadline to report planted acres of all spring planted crops, CRP, hay
and pasture.

July 31, 2010 - Deadline to submit production evidence and file an FSA-658 for the
ACRE program. Years required: 2004-2009.

Time goes by fast and these deadlines will be here before we know it. If you are affected
by one of these deadlines, you are encouraged to not wait until the last minute. If you

Primary
Nesting
Season

May Ist through
July 15th.

NO CRP
Maintenance During
these Dates

have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the office.

Corey Lesher

County Committee
Nominations

The election of agricultural
producers to Farm Service
Agency (FSA) county office
) committees is important to
all farmers and ranchers with
large or small operations. FSA committee
persons are a link between the agricultural
community and the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture. Farmers and ranchers who serve on
committees help with the decisions necessary
to administer the programs in their counties.
They work to make FSA agricultural pro-
grams serve the needs of local producers.

The nomination period for county committee
members begins June 15th. Request nomina-
tion forms from the local USDA Service
Center or obtain online at www.fsa.usda.gov.

To become a nominee, eligible individuals
must sign form FSA-669A agreeing to serve
if elected. Nomination forms for the 2010
election must be postmarked or received in
the local USDA Service Center by close of
business on August 2, 2010.

For 2010 nominations may be received from
eligible candidates in Templeton, Clay, Ben-
ton and Clark townships.

SURE Sign Up Continues
Sign up for the Supplemental

Revenue Assistance Program A5
(SURE) on 2008 crops is under- @
way. SURE is a permanent disas-

ter program created by the 2008 <

Farm Bill that replaces the previ-
ous “ad-hoc” crop disaster pro-
grams of the past. Unlike those
disaster programs that paid for losses by unit
and crop, the SURE program is a “Total Farm”
disaster program. This revenue based program
compares crop’s expected revenue and program
guarantee dollar amounts to the actual crop
revenue of the entire farming operation. Entire
farming operation refers to ALL farms and
ALL interests, in ALL counties. In order to be
eligible for payments under SURE, you are re-
quired to have carried insurance at the CAT
level or better on all insurable crops and NAP
coverage on all non-insurable crops (hay for
example) with an economic significance of 5%
or greater, within the farming operation. In
2009 and subsequent years, RMA’s Rainfall
Index policy is acceptable coverage for hay
acres. For the SURE program, grazing acres do
not require coverage.

To learn more about SURE or to apply, contact
the local office.



NOTICES

IRS Form Required

Producers are reminded that a new
form must be submitted to IRS by
every producer earning benefits in
2009/2010.

It is the producer’s responsibility
to submit the applicable form to
IRS. Failure to do so will result in
a noncompliance determination for
Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) and
the loss of all USDA benefits.
Contact this office for the form.

RMA Planting Dates Changed
RMA has recently revised the final
planting dates. Generally, these
revisions moved the final planting
date up. Producers should contact
their agent, as the dates vary from
county to county. For Atchison
County , the final planting date for
corn is May 25 and June 15 for
soybeans.

CRP General Sign Up Expected
FSA anticipates a Conservation
Reserve Program general signup in
2010. Producers are reminded that
land must be physically capable of
being cropped to be offered for the
CRP sign up. Watch future news-
letters and news releases for the
announcement of a general sign
up.

Producers whose contracts will
expire September 30, 2010 may
want to prepare land for a fall
seeded crop by tillage. This is
allowed after July 15, or you can
also apply chemical burn down for
a spring planted crop. Remember
that if the cover is damaged in any
way, the land will not be eligible
for enrollment in this general
signup. Producers who want to
prepare land early must file a re-
quest on a CRP 1G before starting
work.

Payment Limitations and Eligibility

USDA payments and benefits are subject to producer eligibility and limitation provi-
sions as defined by law. Documents and forms to determine eligibility and limita-
tions, once completed by the applicant, are reviewed on an annual basis. It is the
participant’s responsibility to report changes in the farming operation which may
affect payment eligibility and payment limitations.

Entities such as corporations, limited partnerships, limited liability companies, trusts
and estates are required to provide the names, address and tax identification numbers
of their members. Benefits earned in programs are subject to the provisions of the
2008 Farm Bill and are directly attributed through entities to their members. Annual
payment limitations for certain USDA programs are outlined below.

Program Limit Program Limit
Direct $40,000* MAL, Market Gains & LDP’s None
Counter-Cyclical $65,000 CRP Annual Rental $50,000
ACRE $65,000 SURE, LIP, LFP, ELAP $100,000
EQUIP $300,000 NAP $100,000

* The Direct Payment limitation is adjusted if you participate in ACRE. It is re-
duced by 20% of the Direct Payment for your ACRE farm(s). Your ACRE limi-
tation increases by the same amount.

DCP / ACRE Deadline - June 1, 2010

Enrollment for the 2010 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) and Average
Crop Revenue Election Program (ACRE) will continue through June 1, 2010. Late
filed applications will not be available.  To consider to be enrolled, all signatures

must be received by the deadline. Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates
established by statute regardless of market prices. For 2010, eligible producers may
request advance direct payments based on 22 percent of the direct payment. For
more information, please contact the office.

OI0) Don’t forget, if you change banks or bank account, notify FSA to

update your direct deposit form.

%FE&J&ET! Bank Account Changes

ACRE Program Production Needed by July 31st

Producers who are enrolled in the ACRE program are reminded that they must sub-
mit production for the 2004-2008 base period to establish benchmark yields or accept
their respective county average “plug” yields for that timeframe or applicable years.
Actual production figures must also be submitted by the July 31st deadline for 2009
in order to maintain program eligibility. ‘“Plug” yields cannot be utilized for a farm
in place of actual production once enrolled in the program.

Acreage Reports

Producers are reminded that as you finish 2010 spring planting, to report your acres
with planting dates to the office. Both DCP and CRP participants are required to
report all acreages to maintain eligibility and receive payments.

Deadline to report:
June 30, 2010 - for small grains
July 31, 2010 - for all spring seeded crops, CRP, hay and pasture
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Farm Loan Programs

prog rams Farm Service Agency is committed to providing
family farmers with loans to meet their farm credit
needs. If you are having trouble getting the credit you need for your farm, or regu-
larly borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are currently available. Ask
your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if you’ve had a setback and your lender is
reluctant to extend or renew your loan. Farm ownership loans or farm operating
loans may be obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed
loans can reach a maximum indebtedness of $1,112,000. Producers are encouraged
to apply early so that a loan can be processed and funded in a timely manner. FSA
employees will help you complete the necessary application and other forms, and
help you understand what information is required, where to find it or who to contact
to get it. To find out more about FSA loan programs, contact the county office staff.

cccccc

USDA HEL / Wetland Compliance

Activities such as, but not limited to, clearing trees and breaking out pasture ground
to increase tillable acres needs to be reported. The Food Security Act of 1985 re-
quires persons to be using an approved conservation system when producing an
annually tilled agricultural commodities on highly erodible cropland (HEL) in order
to maintain eligibility for USDA benefits. NRCS and FSA need to know what pro-
posed ground will come into production 60 days prior to farming. Making ground
farmable includes clearing timber, breaking out pasture, and installing drainage
ditches and / or tiling wet areas. The ACT also requires NRCS to delineate, deter-
mine, and certify wetlands located on land subject to the wetland conservation pro-
visions on a farm in order to establish a producer’s eligibility for certain USDA pro-
gram benefits. If you are planning on bringing any new ground into production, fill
out an AD-1026 form in your local FSA office.

Missouri CRP Management Provisions

CRP contracts with grass cover practices that were enrolled prior to the 26™ Sign Up
(5/5/03) were allowed to mow up to one half of each field each year between July
16 and August 15. The mowing provisions should be included in the Conservation
Plan of Operation (CPO) along with other management guidance. Mowing outside
of this period is prohibited without the consent of the local FSA County Committee.
Producers should consult their local FSA County office if they have questions about
these provisions.

For CRP contract participants whose contracts began with the 26" Sign Up or after,
they are subject to the Mid Contract Management (MCM) provisions. These provi-
sions should be included in the CPO and include options for burning, disking or
spraying. Mowing is only allowed in conjunction with disking and spraying. Any
mowing for generic weed control is strictly prohibited. Producers should contact
their local FSA office if they have questions about their MCM requirements.

Below are the Mid Contract Management (MCM) dates.

March 15-April 30
March 15 - April 30 OR
October 1 - December 1

July 16 - March 15

Cool Season Grass-Burning
Cool Season Grass-Spraying

‘Warm Season Grass-Burning
‘Warm Season Grass-Spraying July 16 - September 15
Disc- Cool Season or Warm Season | July 16 - March 15
Producers should also review their CPO and/or consult with NRCS or the MDC
Private Land Specialist to determine the best methods to achieve the desired results.
The goals of MCM practices are to achieve stand diversity along with 25-40% bare
ground. May 1 through July 15 is considered the primary nesting season, and man-
agement activities are prohibited during this timeframe.

Selected Interest Rates
for May

90-Day Treasury 0.125%

Bill

Farm Operating 2.875%

Loans - Direct

Farm Ownership 5.0%

Loans - Direct

Farm Ownership 1.50%
Loans - Direct
Down Payment,
Beginning Farmer,
Rancher or Socially
Disadvantaged

3.75%
3.25%

Emergency Loans

Farm Storage
Facility Loans 7-yr

Farm Storage 3.875%

Facility Loan 10-yr

Farm Storage 4.125%

Facility Loan 12-yr

Commodity Loans | 1.50%

1996-Present

Farm Reconstitutions

At FSA, farms are “constituted” to
group all tracts having the same
owner and the same operator under
one farm serial number. When
changes in ownership or operation
take place, a farm reconstitution is
necessary. If an owner or operator
cannot agree about program partici-
pation, like in the case of the new
ACRE program, then producers
should inquire about a reconstitution
of the farm at the local FSA office.

The reconstitution—or recon—is the
process of combining or dividing
farms or tracts of land based on the
farming operation. Remember, to be
effective for the current year, recons
must be requested by August 2,
2010, for farms enrolled in specific
programs.
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Dates To Remember

May 31st
USDA Service Center Closed
June 1st
Final Date for corn and
soybean loans

June 1st
DCP / ACRE Sign Up Deadline

June 30
Final Date to Report
Small Grains

July 5
USDA Service Center Closed

July 31
Final Date to Report all Spring

Seeded Crops, CRP,
Hay & Pasture

July 31
Final Date to Provide

Production Evidence For ACRE
Farms

August 1st
County Committee

Nomination Forms Due

Conservation Compliance Penalties

It is critical for USDA program participants to follow their con-
servation plan with NRCS. Failure to do so can result in a loss
of USDA benefits and affect eligibility for future benefits.

The 2008 Farm Bill revised certain conservation compliance

provisions, particularly financial penalties, even when it has ()
been determined that the participant acted in good-faith. Also,

in prior years, NRCS was able to evaluate a 5-year tillage and crop rotation to deter-
mine soil loss. The 2008 Farm Bill allows only the evaluation of the Fall 2009 /
Spring 2010 tillage practices, the 2010 crop, and the crop residue remaining after
planting to determine soil loss for the upcoming 2010 compliance status reviews.
Needless to say, if the tillage practices and crop rotation you will be using during
the 2010 crop year are not part of your conservation plan, it could be difficult to
show you are following an approved conservation plan.

For example, if a violation of Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) provi-
sions is determined, and good-faith relief is granted by the FSA County Committee,
a payment reduction will still apply. This reduction will be $1,000 at a minimum,
or a maximum of $10,000, depending on the severity of soil loss caused by the vio-
lation.

Additionally, county committee’s good faith determinations must now be reviewed
and approved by FSA’s State Executive Director, with the concurrence of NRCS’s
State Conservationist. Avoid this process all together by ensuring you are compli-
ant with you conservation plan.

Producers are reminded
that when you have an
address change to please
contact FSA to update
your information.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on
the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or be-
cause all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communica-
tion of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Cen-
ter at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director,
Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800)
795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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