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Atchison County Newsletter 

Wow, it is hard to believe June has already come and gone.  As we go further into summer, it has 
become evident that the crops in the county are going to be varied this year.  Most of the crops in 
the hill ground look very good.  The crops in the MO river bottom are very spotty due to the wet 
conditions.  Fortunately, we haven’t had the significant flooding like they have had to our south.  
In the event of levee breaks or if major flooding occurs, FSA may be able to implement programs 
to assist with repairing land damaged by this type of natural disaster.  We try to be aware of all 
weather events in the county, as well as what conditions are like in all parts of the county.  How-
ever, if you become aware of a disaster event such as a levee break, please assist us by contacting 
the office.  The sooner we determine a disaster has occurred, the sooner we may be able to imple-
ment programs to help.          
This newsletter contains some information on upcoming deadlines and program updates.  The 
most immediate deadline is for 2010 acreage reporting, which is July 31, 2010.  Reporting all 
cropland on the farm is a requirement to retain eligibility for most FSA programs, so it is very 
important that this deadline is met.  If you call ahead, we can pull your folders and be prepared for 
your arrival.    
As always, if you have questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to call.   
         Corey Lesher   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Crop Reporting  
The annual requirement of reporting acres to the FSA office can be referred to as crop reporting, 
acreage reporting, or crop certification.  Filing an accurate and timely report for all crops and land 
uses, including failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits for a variety of FSA programs.  All 
cropland on the farm must be reported to receive benefits from the Direct and Counter-Cyclical 
Program, ACRE program, marketing assistance loans and Loan Deficiency Payments.  
The certification form FSA-578, Report of Acreage, must account for all cropland on a farm, 
whether idle or planted.  The producer certification deadline for fall and spring seeded small 
grains was June 30 and the final reporting date for CRP, NAP and all other crops is July 31st 
(NAP crops must be reported by the final reporting date or 15 days before harvest).  
Prevented planting needed to be filed within 15 days of the RMA final planting dates (corn - 
June 9, Soybeans - June 30).  All prevented plantings filed after June 30 will be considered 
late filed and will be charged a minimum of $46.00 field visit fee.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2010 FSA County Committee Elections  
The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees is im-
portant to all farmers and ranchers, whether beginning or long established, with large or small 
operations.  It is crucial that every eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA 

county committees are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture.  County committee members are a critical component of 
FSA operations.  Nominations are being accepted through August 2nd for local ad-
ministrative area #2, which includes Templeton, Clay, Benton and Clark townships.  
This area’s current member is Craig Heits, whose term expires on December 31, 
2010.  
Nomination forms are available in our office and must be signed by the nominee, 

agreeing to be a candidate.  Deadline for signup is August 2, 2010.   
 
 

Atchison County USDA 
Service Center 
 
Atchison County FSA 
302 E. Hwy 136 
Rock Port, MO 64482 
(660) 744-5328 (Phone) 
(660) 744-5536 (Fax) 
 
Hours 
Monday—Friday 
8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 
 
County Committee 
Craig Heits, Chairperson 
Julie Joesting, Vice-Chair 
Roger Martin, Member 
 
Meets 2nd Wednesday of 
every month at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Staff 
County Executive Director 
Corey Lesher 
 
Farm Loan Manager 
Bob Dreyer 
 
Farm Loan Officer 
Roger Uptergrove 
 
Program Technicians 
Nancy Daugherty 
Pam Husing 
Patricia Lane 
Marilyn Thurnau 
Karen Vette 
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Attention CRP  

Contract Holders: 
 

New Program 
Available 

 
Transition Incentives 

Program (TIP) 
 

CRP contract holders:   
see article on page 2. 
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Transition Incentives Program (TIP)   
The Transition Incentives Program (TIP) was established within the 2008 Farm Bill.  The 
Food Security Act of 1985, as amended, authorized $25 million for the transition of expir-
ing CRP land from a retired or retiring owner or operator to a beginning or socially disad-
vantaged farmer or rancher to return the land to production for sustainable grazing or crop 
production.  TIP provides annual rental payments for up to two additional years to the land-
owner after the expired date of the CRP contract, provided the transition is not to a family 
member.  
To be eligible: 
 -  Must have land enrolled in CRP that is in the last year of the contract. 
 -  Agree to allow the beginning or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher to make conservation and  
                  land improvements. 
 -  Agree to sell, or have a contract to sell, or agree to long-term lease (minimum of 5 years) the land under  
                  CRP contract to a beginning or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher by October 1st of the year the  
                  CRP contract expires.  
Generally, TIP only applies to contracts that expire on September 30, 2010 or later.  However, retired or retiring 
land owners or operators with CRP contracts that expired on September 30, 2008 and September 30, 2009, may be 
eligible to enroll in TIP provided all of the following apply: 
 -  The land has not been sold or leased before signing a CRP-TIP contract. 
 -  Producers are otherwise eligible under TIP provisions. 
 -  The conservation plan is modified to require sustainable grazing or crop production methods.  
Contact the office for details.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________  
CRP General Sign Up Expected  
FSA anticipates a CRP general signup in 2010.  As a reminder, a producer’s land must physically be capable of 
being cropped to be eligible.  This means no trees.  The signup will consist of a points system for eligible produc-
ers.  More information will be sent out as time permits.  We anticipate more information in August. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CRP  Management Provisions  
CRP contracts with grass cover practices that were enrolled prior to the 26th signup (5/5/03) were allowed to mow 
up to one half of each field each year between July 16 and August 15.  The mowing provisions should be included 
in the Conservation Plan of Operations (CPO) along with other management guidance.  Mowing outside of this 
period is prohibited without the consent of the local FSA County Committee.  Producers should consult their local 
FSA County office if they have questions about these provisions.  Contracts that began with or after the 26th 
signup also need a CPO which includes burning, disking, spraying.  Mowing is only allowed in conjunction with 
disking and spraying.    
Producers should review their CPO and / or consult with NRCS or the MDC Private Land Specialist to determine 
the best methods to achieve the desired results.  The goals of mid-contract management (MCM) practices are to 
achieve stand diversity along with 25-40% bare ground.  May 1 through July 15 is considered the primary nesting 
season, and management activities are prohibited during this timeframe.  
All required food plots also need to be 
completed and reported to this office.    
If you have any questions regarding your 

CRP, please contact the 
office at (660) 744-5328.  
   

Cool Season Grass - Burning March 15 - April 30 

Cool Season Grass - Spraying March 15 - April 30  or 
October 1 - December 1 

Warm Season Grass - Burning July 16 - March 15 

Warm Season Grass - Spraying July 16 - September 15 

Disking Warm or Cool Season 
Grasses 

July 16 - March 15 

Important CRP Management Dates 
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2010 HELC/Wetland Compliance Reviews  
Compliance Status reviews of Highly Erodible Land and Wetlands on crop ground occur annually 
during the planting season. Status reviews are performed on agricultural land that is enrolled in the 
federal farm program. You are in the farm program if you, as a landowner/operator, receive any 
USDA payments.  There are a few ways a tract can be pulled for a status review in a given year. It 

could be random, the result of a whistleblower, land owned/operated by a USDA employee or farm loan partici-
pant.  Fields that have a Highly Erodible Land (HEL) label are to be part of a conservation plan. If you don’t know 
what your conservation plan is or tolerable soil loss, please call or come by the office. If you are not familiar with 
your farm plan you run the risk of being out of compliance.  Wetlands are evaluated by reviewing historical data 
and going to the field. If a wetland has been manipulated after 1985 without a USDA determination, you run the 
risk of being out of compliance. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Farm Loan Programs  
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers loans for farmers and ranchers to purchase farmland and finance agricul-
tural operations. FSA loan programs are designed to help producers who are temporarily unable to obtain private 
or commercial credit. In many cases, applicants are beginning farmers who have insufficient net worth to qualify 
for financing through a commercial lender. In other instances, borrowers might have suffered setbacks from natu-
ral disasters or might be persons with limited resources.  
Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to $300,000. 
Guaranteed loans can reach a maximum indebtedness of $1,112,000. Emergency loans are always direct loans for 
farmers who may have suffered physical or production losses in disaster areas designated by a Presidential or Sec-
retarial disaster declaration. Rural Youth Loans, Loans to Beginning Farmers and loans for socially disadvantaged 
applicants are also available through FSA.  For details, just contact the county office staff for an appointment with 
a farm loan officer. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Farm Storage Facility Loan Program  
The Farm Storage Facility Loan Program (FSFL) provides low-interest financing for pro-
ducer to build or upgrade farm storage and handling facilities.  The FSA is authorized to 
implement the program through USDA’s Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC).  
An FSA farm storage facility loan must be approved before any site preparation and / or 
construction can be started.  Facilities can be used to store a wide variety of grains, hay, 
renewable biomass, and cold storage for fruits and vegetables.  Maximum loan amounts 
cannot exceed $500,000 and interest rates will vary.  
Cost of obtaining a loan: 
 -  Each applicant will be charged a non-refundable $100 application fee. 
 -  CCC will pay all collateral lien searches and recording fees for filing form UCC-1 and credit reports. 
 -  Applicants pay all other fees, such as severance agreements, attorney fees, real estate lien search fees, 
     instrument filing fees and title search / opinion fees if required.  
The net cost for building or upgrading farm storage and handling facilities and equipment may include the follow-
ing: 
 -  Purchase price and sales tax. 
 -  Shipping and delivery charges. 
 -  Site preparation costs. 
 -  Installation costs. 
 -  New material and labor for concrete pads, electrical wiring and electric motors. 
 -  Off-farm paid labor. 
 -  New on-farm material approved by FSA.  
For more information, contact the office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov  
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July 31 Final Acreage Reporting Date 

July 31 Final Date to Submit 2009 Production Evidence for ACRE and Sign FSA-658 

Dates to Remember 

July 16 Nesting Season Ends - CRP Maintenance may resume and Managed Haying / Grazing 
may begin 

August 2 Final Date to Return Nominations for County Committee Election 

 

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% 

Farm Operating Loans - Direct 2.875% 

Farm Ownership Loans - Direct 4.875% 

Farm Ownership Loans - Direct Down 
Payment, Beginning Farmer, Rancher or 
Socially Disadvantaged 

1.5% 

Emergency Loans 3.75% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans - 7 Year 2.75% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans - 10 Year 3.25% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans - 12 Year 3.5% 

Commodity Loans 1996 - Present  1.375% 

Selected Interest Rates for July Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE)  
We are currently still taking applications for the 2008 SURE pro-
gram.  If you were insured in 2008 with at least CAT level insur-
ance and had a 10% production loss or greater on at least one crop, 
you should apply for potential benefits.  To apply, contact the of-
fice.   
 
Banking Changes?  
Almost all Farm Service Agency payments are made electronically 
using Direct Deposit. This innovation has cut down on the number of 
missing and late payments and reduced the time required to move 
funds.  It has been calculated that having a problem with a payment is 
20 times greater with checks than with Direct Deposit.  Another 
benefit is that Direct Deposit to your account can be made within 48 
hours.  To keep the system running smoothly, it’s critical to keep the 
county office staff up to date on changes you might make in your 
financial institutions.  If you have changed accounts or institutions 
that might affect the direct deposit of your FSA payments, contact the 
FSA county office so we can update our files to insure continued 
uninterrupted service.  
 

 
Visit Our Website:  www.fsa.usda.gov 
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