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Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE)

Producers will soon have a new option available through the ACRE Program. This
program provides “counter-cyclical” protection on the crops a producer plants, not on the
farm’s historical plantings. ACRE is a component of the Farm Bill, and provides a safety net
that protects against crop revenue shortfall resulting from price and production declines at the
state and farm level.

Sign-up will begin April 27th. Additional details for ACRE will be announced as
they become available. At that time producers will have the choice to continue their enroll-
ment in the DCP and CC Program or make a one time change to the DCP plus ACRE Pro-
gram for 2009—2012. Sign-up for 2009 ACRE/DCP is scheduled to end August 14, 2009.

Prevented or Damaged Crops?

When bad weather prevents planting or damages crops,
producers are required to report the acreage to the FSA office
to receive history or disaster credit. This applies to all crops,
whether covered by crop insurance, not covered by insurance, \\ \ \
or covered by FSA's Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP).

Producers who have their crops insured through a pri-
vate crop insurance company are required to contact their in-
surance agent immediately and advise them of the damaged crops. Additionally, a CCC-
576, Notice of Loss Application, must be completed in person at the FSA office, and the
prevented and/or failed acres reported.

Producers with crops covered under FSA's NAP, need to contact the FSA office
within 15 days from the date damage occurred or is apparent. The losses can be ap-
praised and production counted before the crop is put into another use, abandoned or
destroyed.

Crops not covered with a private insurance or NAP policy should still be re-
ported to the local FSA office. This will provide FSA with a historical record of your
crop should disaster assistance become available. For more information about reporting
prevented planting or failed acres, contact or stop by the FSA office.

New Repayment Options Available for Commodity Loans

Beginning April 15th producers will have new options for making loan repayments.
In an effort to minimize fluctuations in the market the new options afford producers the
opportunity to choose which method benefits them the most. This new method will replace
the current one, which is based on the previous day's market rates. The three new repayment
options are:
+ The loan rate established for the commodity, plus interest

+ A 30-calendar-day average based on market prices during the preceding 30 day period
+ A b5-calendar-day moving average of applicable terminal market prices adjusted by
county differential and applicable terminal market adjustments
New loan repayment option rates will be published daily and can be viewed on the
FSA website at, http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=prsu&topic=landing.
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Producer Tips for 2009 Sign-Up

With many program changes we encourage producers to carefully review
the following information. This will assist your local FSA Office in helping you
with the 2009 sign-up, and may save you some time at the counter.

Prior to Coming to the Office

Operation Changes ~ Has your operation had any of the following changes and

have the changes been recorded at the FSA Office?

¢ Have you added any farms to your operation

¢ Have the owners and operators of the farms changed

¢ Isthere atrust, LLC, partnership or any other entity type in your operation

Documentation for Signature Authority

¢ Do you have a Power of Attorney (form FSA-211A) that needs to be revised

Know Your Farming Operation

¢ What type of crop insurance coverage do you have

¢ Areall crops in your farming operation insured

¢ Take some time to review your yield history (for ACRE program purposes)

¢ How are your farms administered at the FSA office

ACRE Election/Enrollment Options

¢ Examine ag outlook predictions

¢ Work with an ACRE calculator

¢ Gatherinformation and be prepared to work with FSA to complete the elec-
tion and enrollment processes

Call Ahead
It Saves You and the FSA Staff Time!

Direct and Guaranteed Loan Funds Available

FSA makes and guarantees loans to approved socially disadvantaged appli-
cants (SDA) to buy and operate family-size farms and ranches. A SDA farmer is one
of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice
because of his or her identity as a member of the group without regard to his or her
individual qualities. SDA groups are women, African Americans, American Indians,
Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA reserves direct and guaranteed loan funds for SDA persons. Non-
reserved funds also can be used by SDA persons. FSA also promotes full participation
of SDA producers in FSA programs as well as participation on the FSA county com-

mittee. FSA provides information and assistance to N

applicants to help them develop sound farm man- I

agement practices for success in farming, ranching,

or other agricultural production. Farm L{}aﬂ ngramS

Bobwhite Quail and Native Plant Field Day

The University of Missouri, MU Bradford Research and Extension Center near
Columbia, Missouri will host a field day June 18th from 3:00—8:00pm. The work-
shop is designed to provide information and field tours to those who want to learn
more about Bobwhite Quail. Dinner will be provided. For more information or direc-
tions contact Tim Reinbott at 573-884-7945, or visit http://.aes.missouri.edu/Bradford .

April Select Interest Rates

¢ Farm Operating-Direct
2.25%
¢ Farm Ownership Direct
4.125%
¢ Farm Ownership-Direct Down
Payment or Beginning Farmer
1.5%
Emergency
3.75%
Farm Storage Facility
2.5%
Commodity Grain Loans
1.625%

*

*

*

NASS Statistical Survey

Have you been asked to
participate in a survey with USDA’s
Agriculture Statistics Service?

The Quarterly Agricultural
Surveys, conducted by the National
Agricultural Statistics Service
(NASS), provide inventory and pro-
duction estimates for crops and live-
stock at state and national levels.
Each quarter a list sample of farm
operators are contacted by mail, tele-
phone or personal interview for in-
ventory information on the land they
operate.

Why is it important for pro-
ducers to participate in these sur-
veys? Because...Statistical informa-
tion on acreage, production, stocks,
prices, and income is essential for the
smooth operation of Federal farm
programs.

It is also indispensable for
planning and administering related
Federal and State programs in such
areas as consumer protection, conser-
vation and environmental quality,
trade, education, and recreation.
Regularly updating the information
helps ensure an orderly flow of goods
and services among agriculture's pro-
ducing, processing, and marketing
sectors.

Reliable, timely, and de-
tailed crop and livestock statistics
help maintain a stable economic cli-
mate and minimize the uncertainties
and risks associated with the produc-
tion, marketing, and distribution of
commodities.
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Want To Be SURE?

Crop and Livestock Disaster Assistance Available For Producers Without Insurance Coverage

USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) will again allow producers who would other-
wise be ineligible for the 2008 through 2013 disaster assistance programs to become eligi-
ble by paying a buy-in fee. Producers have the opportunity to pay administrative buy-in
fees for the SURE program through May 18, 2009. By paying the
buy-in fee producers could also become eligible for other 2008 disas-
ter assistance programs authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill including
the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE), Emergency
Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP),
and the Tree Assistance Program (TAP). IMPORTANT! -- Produc-
ers buying-in under this exemption will not have insurance or NAP
coverage, but are merely fulfilling a requirement to be eligible if the
SURE program takes effect for this year.

There is a $100 “buy-in” fee per crop. The maximum fee is $300 per county, per
producer, not to exceed $900 for multi-county producers, less any previously paid fees for
CAT, Nap and any other crop insurance. Producers who meet the definition of "Socially
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource,” or "Beginning Farmer or Rancher," are not required to
pay the buy-in fee. When a producer elects the buy-in, he agrees:

+ Inthe case of each insurable crop, excluding grazing land, to obtain a policy or plan of
insurance for the next insurance year for which crop insurance is available; coverage
level should equal 70 percent or more of the yield at 100 percent of the price.

+ Inthe case of each non-insurable crop, to file the required paperwork and pay the ap-
plicable administrative NAP coverage fee by the applicable state application closing
date for the next available year.

Please keep in mind that the national price used for these calculations is not
known until 12 months after harvest, therefore, the potential program will always run
a year behind. Until these prices are known, it is difficult to calculate a potential loss
benefit.

Civil Rights Complaint Process

Any person, class, or group of persons has the right to file a discrimination
complaint if they believe a FSA-administered program or function, directly or indirectly,
results in treatment or services being provided differently because of their bases. Bases
include age, color, disability, genetic information, marital or familial status, national origin,
parental status, political beliefs, public assistance status, race, religion, reprisal, sex, or
sexual orientation.

Complaints must be filed within 180 days from the date the complainant knew or
should have known of the alleged discrimination. For more information contact your local
FSA for details.

Designation by Landowner Method
If you are a landowner and you plan to sell a portion of your
land this provision may apply to you. The Designation by Landowner sale
method is the division of bases in the manner agreed to by both the
buyer and seller. The land must be owned for 3-years to qualify for this
option. This option allows landowners the opportunity to choose how NN\ N /
the base acres associated to the farm are divided. a
Producers should be reminded that anytime land is sold the sale should be
reported to the county office timely. Failure to report land sales could result in program
payment refunds or penalties. Aug. 1* is the final date to request a 2009 reconstitution.
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Boone

Kim Viers, CED

601 Bus Loop 70W

Columbia, MO 65203
573-875-5540 FAX 573-875-5547
COC Meets 2™ Tues. @ 8:30 am.

Callaway

Darrell Campbell, CED

Mark Mudd, FLM

4549 State Rd H

Fulton, MO 65251-5465
573-592-1400 FAX 573-592-1450
COC Meets 2nd Tues. @ 9 am.

Cole-Miller

Drew Parmley, CED

Kelly Volmert, FLM

1911 Bogg's Creek Road
Jefferson City, MO 65101
573-893-5196 FAX 573-893-7238
COC Meets 1st Wed. @8:30 am.

Franklin

Sheria Yancey, CED

1004 Vondera Ave., Suite 1
Union, MO 63084-3122
636-583-2303 FAX 636-583-3571
COC Meets 1st Wed. @ 8:00 am.

Gasconade

Randon Leathers, CED

316 Olive Street

Owensville, MO 65066
573-437-4131 FAX 573-437-4771
COC Meets 2™ Thurs. @ 8:45 am.

Moniteau

Daryl Raithel, CED

410 West Buchanan

California, MO 65018
573-796-4691 FAX 573-796-4520
COC Meets 3™ Thurs. @ 9 am.

Montgomery

Priscilla Eggering, CED

1013 South Sturgeon
Montgomery City, MO 63361-2700
573-564-2262 FAX 573-564-3967
COC Meets 1st Tues. @ 9 am.

Morgan

Dennis Schad, CED

100 S Burke Street

Versailles, MO 65084
573-378-4589 FAX 573-378-6163
COC Meets 2"Fri. @ 9 am.

Osage-Maries

Randy Frisbee, CED

1315 East Main Street

Linn, MO 65051

573-897-2138 FAX 573-897-4107
COC Meets 2nd Thurs. @ 8:30 am.

St. Charles-St. Louis

Brian Mulherin, CED

160 St. Peters Centre Blvd.

St. Peters, MO 63376
636-922-2833 FAX 636-922-2840
COC Meets:

St. Charles-3rd Wed. @ 9am

St. Louis-3rd Thur. @ 9am

Warren

Ryan Eddy, CED

635 W. Booneslick RD
Warrenton, MO 63383
636-456-3433 FAX 636-456-3712
COC Meets 1st Mon. @ 9 am
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Boone County

601 Bus Loop 70W Suite 213E
Columbia, MO 65203

Official Business

United States Department of Agriculture

We're on the web! www.fsa.usda.gov

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
prohibits discrimination in all its program and
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin,
age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital
status, familial status, parental status, religion,
sexual orientation, genetic information, political
beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an
individual’s income is derived from any public
assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply
to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for communication of
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape,
etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a
complaint of discrimination, write to USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or
call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382
(TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer."

Dates to Remember

May 25
Offices Closed for Memorial Day

May 31
Final Date to Request 2008 Crop Corn,
Milo, or Soybean Loans or LDPs

June 15
County Committee Office
Nomination Period Begins

June 30
Final Date to File Planted
Acreage Report on Small Grains

July 3
Offices Closed for Independence Day

August 1
COC Election Nominations Due

Ongoing
¢ Update Farm Changes.
¢ Farm Facility Loans.

Producers are reminded when they have an address change due to 911 or relocations,
please contact FSA to update your address.

Buy-In Refund Available
Producers that purchased eligibility last fall for the Supplemental Revenue Assis-
tance Program (SURE) by paying a $100.00 “buy-in” for a CAT and/or a NAP
(Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program) policy fee, may request a refund of this
fee. A technical correction amended the Risk Management Purchase Requirement. Pro-
ducers can opt out of purchasing crop insurance and or NAP coverage in the following
situations:
¢ crops intended for grazing
+ crops that are not economically significant (less than 5% of total crop value of the
farming operation)
+ crops for which the NAP fee exceeds 10 percent of the value of NAP coverage
($3636.36 in value for *08 and $9090.90 for 2009)
Contact your FSA staff for more information and to request your refund.

Required Mid-Contract Management Practices for CRP Acreage

If you enrolled land in CRP after the 26th signup (contacts that became effective
October 1, 2003), certain contracts are required to complete a series of mid-contract man-
agement practices on the acreage. These practices include: strip disking, prescribed burn-
ing or chemical applications. These management practices are mandatory and there
are no waivers or options to void the requirement to complete them.

There is a certain time period during each year that the management practice must
be performed depending on the established cover. These practices
were contained in your conservation plan of operation that you com-
pleted with NRCS at the time your acreage was enrolled in
CRP. Cost-share is available for all three practices and you must re-
port completion of the practice to your FSA office. If you have any
questions concerning these management practices contact your local
NRSC office or technical service provider (TSP). Penalties for non-
compliance are expensive

Acreage Reporting
Acreage reports on small grains, such wheat, oats and barley are due by June 30th.




