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CRP GENERAL SIGNUP BEGINS MARCH 14 

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is offering a general signup period from March 14, 2011 through April 

15, 2011. This is the second consecutive year that USDA has offered a general CRP signup.  Landowners enrolled 

in the CRP program receive annual rental payments and cost‐share assistance to establish long‐term, resource 

conserving covers on eligible farmland. Land that is not currently enrolled in CRP can be offered during sign‐up if 

all eligibility requirements are met. CRP participants with contracts expiring this fall can make new contract 

offers during the signup period. Contracts awarded during this general signup will become effective October 1, 

2011. For more information, please contact the Dallas County Office at 417‐345‐2312 or visit 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.  

Dallas County 
FSA Office 
 
1225 S. Ash 
Buffalo, MO 65622 
417-345-2312 phone 
417-345-7129 fax 
 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 
February 2011 
 
County 
Committee 
Mike Lewis 
Keith Whipple 
Byron Duff 
Betty McCarthy 
 
 
County Committee 
meets second 
Tues of each 
month 
 
County Office Staff 
 
Karen Stillings, County 
Executive Director 
 
Susan Hendrich, PT 
 
Visit our Website at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mo  
 
Rainfall as recorded 
at the county office: 

2010 Year       42.31” 

2011 
Jan                       .90”  
Feb. to date     1.51” 
 

 

 

CONSERVATION LOAN PROGRAM   The Farm 

Service Agency makes and guarantees conservation 

loans on farms and ranches to help conserve our 

natural resources. The Conservation Loan (CL) Program 

provides farmers with the credit necessary to 

implement conservation measures on their land.  The 

direct CLs loan limit is up to $300,000 and guaranteed 

CLs up to $1,119,000 (amount adjusted for inflation), 

may be available by applying with lenders working with 

FSA to obtain a guarantee.  Conservation practices 

must be approved by NRCS before FSA can provide 

financing.  Producers who do not currently have an 

existing conservation plan should visit NRCS to develop 

one prior to requesting Conservation Loan Program 

assistance. Examples of conservation practices include 

installation of conservation structures; establishment 

of forest cover; installation of water conservation 

measures; establishment or improvement of 

permanent pastures; transitioning to organic 

production; manure management, including manure 

digestion systems; etc. 

COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION RESULTS 

Congratulations to Byron Duff! Byron was reelected to 
represent farmers from Lincoln, Grant, Sherman, and 
Miller Townships on the county committee. Byron was 
elected to his 3rd consecutive term.   
FSA appreciates all of the voters for taking the time to 
complete the election ballot. The county committee 
system works only because of your participation. 
 

SURE SIGNUP   Signup for the 2009 

Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program 

(SURE) began Jan. 10, 2011, and ends July 29, 

2011. SURE provides benefits for 2008 ‐ 2011 

crop year farm revenue losses due to natural 

disasters.  A farm enrolled in SURE may be 

eligible for benefits when either: 

 Farms in counties with Secretarial 
disaster declarations, including 
contiguous counties, that have incurred 
crop production or quality losses, or 
both, and includes all crops grown by a 
producer nationwide, except grazed 
crops.  

 Any farm in which, for the crop year, the 
actual production of the farm because 
of disaster related conditions is less that 
50% or less than normal production of 
the farm. 
 

SORGHUM CHECKOFF REFERENDUM 

SCHEDULED   USDA will conduct a referendum 

on the Sorghum Checkoff Program Feb. 1‐28, 

2011, at local Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices. 

Ballots may be obtained in person, by mail or 

facsimile at county FSA offices, or via the Internet 

at www.ams.usda.gov/sorghumpage.  

Any eligible person engaged in the production or 
importation of sorghum from July 1, 2008, to 
December 31, 2010, is eligible to participate. 
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Individuals must prove they sold grain sorghum during 
the eligible period.  Individuals are required to provide 
documentation such as a sales receipt or remittance 
form that shows they engaged in the production or 
importation of sorghum.   Sorghum Checkoff is a 
national, coordinated, self‐help marketing program 
designed to strengthen the position of sorghum in the 
market place, maintain and expand existing domestic 
and foreign markets and uses for sorghum, and develop 
new markets and uses for sorghum.  
 

FARM LOAN PROGRAMS   The Farm Service Agency is 

committed to providing family farmers with loans to 

meet their farm credit needs.  If you are having trouble 

getting the credit you need for your farm, or regularly 

borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are  

currently available.  Ask your lender about an FSA loan 

guarantee if you’ve had a setback and your lender is 

reluctant to extend or renew your loan.  Farm ownership 

loans or farm operating loans may be obtained as direct 

loans for a maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed 

loans can reach a maximum indebtedness of $1,119,000.  

Producers are encouraged to apply early so that a loan 

can be processed and funded in a timely manner.   To 

find out more about FSA loan programs, contact the 

county office staff.   

 

Selected Interest Rates for 

February  2011 

Commodity Loans – 1996-
Present 

1.250% 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.25% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.75% 

Limited Resource Loans 5.00%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 
Down Payment, Beginning 
Farmer or Rancher 

1.50% 

Emergency Loans 3.75%

Farm Storage Facility Loans 7-yr. 2.750% 

Farm Storage Facility Loan 10-yr 3.375% 

Farm Storage Facility Loan 12-yr 3.625% 

Commodity Loans 1996-Present 1.25% 

 

 

Non Insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
(NAP) Coverage Application Deadline is 
March 15 

Corn is the only insurable crop in Dallas County.  
Therefore,  NAP coverage is available for yield based crops 
such as soybeans, grain sorghum, and forage crops. 
Coverage is also available for grazing acres which is 
required to be eligible for the Livestock Forage Program. 

March 15th is the last day for producers to apply for Non-
Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage 
using Form CCC-471, Application for Coverage, and pay 
the service fee at the county office. To download the 
electronic "NAP Basic Provisions Document", form CCC-
471 NAP BP, go to: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/ccc_471_nap_b
p.pdf.  The application and service fee must be filed by 
March 15th, the deadline date for 2011 grazing acre 
coverage and coverage for spring planted crops which 
include: forage sorghum, oats, potatoes, soybeans, 
sunflowers and all spring planted specialty crops grown for 
food. 

The service fee is $250 per crop per county or $750 per 
producer per county. The fee cannot exceed a total of $1875 
per producer with farming interest in multiple counties. 
Limited Resource Producers (LR), Beginning Farmers (BF) 
and Socially Disadvantaged Producers (SD) may request a 
waiver of service fees. See definitions below. 

BF: A beginning farmer or rancher is an individual or entity 
whom has not operated a farm or ranch for more than 10 
years and the farmer or rancher substantially participates in 
the operation.   

SD: A socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher is one 
whom is a member of a group whose members have been 
subject to racial or ethnic prejudice because of their identity 
as members of a group without regard to their individual 
qualities. Groups include: American Indians or Alaskan 
Natives, Asians or Asian Americans, Blacks or African 
Americans, Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, and 
Hispanics. 

LR: Is a farmer or rancher that meets the criteria for both of 
the following: In each of the last 2 years - 1) gross farm 
sales not more than $146,400 and 2) adjusted household 
income less than $22,050 as entered on IRS Form 1040, 
Adjusted Gross Income Section. For FY 2011 programs this 
should be compared with your Adjusted Gross Income for 
2009 and 2008.   

Note. If a legal entity requests to be considered a “socially 
disadvantaged”, “limited resource”, or “beginning” farmer or 

rancher, at least 50 percent of the persons in the entity must in 

their individual capacities meet the definition as provided on 

form FSA‐217. Farmer or rancher includes: “owners”, 

“operators” and “other producers”. 
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Livestock Forage Disaster Program 

The Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
provides compensation to eligible livestock producers 
who suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to 
eligible drought conditions during the calendar year in 
which grazing losses occur.  NOTE:  Non-Insured 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) or a waiver of 
coverage as described above is required for eligibility 
in this program on grazing type losses.   

Grazing losses for the covered livestock must have 
occurred on land that is physically located in a county 
that is, during the normal grazing period for the 
specific type of grazing land or pastureland for the 
county, rated by the U.S. Drought monitor as having 
any of the following: 

 D2 (severe drought) intensity in any area of 
the county for at least 8 consecutive weeks 
during the normal grazing period for the 
specific type of grazing land or pastureland 
for the county – eligible for a 1-month 
payment 

 D3 (severe drought) ) intensity in any area of 
the county at any time during the normal 
grazing period for the specific type of 
grazing land or pastureland for the county – 
eligible for a 2-month payment 

 D3 (extreme drought) intensity in any area of 
the county for at least 4 weeks during the 
normal grazing period (not consecutive 
weeks) for the specific type of grazing land 
or pastureland for the county or is rated a D4 
(exceptional drought) intensity in any area of 
the county at any time during the normal 
grazing period for the specific type of 
grazing land or pastureland for the county – 
eligible for a 3-month payment 

The monthly payment rate will be an amount equal to 
60 percent of the lesser of: 

 the monthly feed cost for all covered 
livestock, using a feed grain equivalent (feed 
grain equivalent for adult beef cow is 15.7 
pounds of corn per day) 

 the monthly feed cost calculated using the 
normal carrying capacity for the grazing 
land. 

The current farm bill ends this fiscal year (Sept. 30) 
so drought eligibility criteria require that the drought 
must have occurred on: 

 or before October 1, 2011 
 native or improved permanent vegetative 

cover 
 small grains or forage sorghum planted 

specifically for grazing 

 
County committees can only accept applications after being 
notified by the National Office of qualifying drought. 
Applications must be filed no later than 30 calendar days after 
the end of the calendar year in which the grazing losses 

occurred.  

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) 

A new calendar year for the LIP program has begun and has 
begun with some severely cold and snowy weather. There is 
not a risk management (NAP or insurance) requirement to be 
eligible for LIP. 

LIP will compensate producers for livestock death losses in 
excess of normal mortality rates due to adverse weather that 
occurred on or after 01/01/2011 and before 10/01/2011.  
Producers who had livestock deaths due to adverse weather 
conditions should document these losses as to the kind, weight 
range, number of livestock, and the date the animals were lost. 
A Notice of Loss must be filed within 30 calendar days of 
when the loss of livestock is apparent to the participant. 
Producers must have proof of death of livestock by the 
following: 

 Rendering truck receipts or certificates 
 Veterinary records 
 Dairy herd improvement records 
 Third-party verification, form FSA-926 

 
On form FSA-926, the third party must certify in writing 
name, address, and telephone number, affiliation of the third 
party to the participant, details of knowledge of livestock 
deaths, and the number and kinds of livestock.  The third party 
may not be someone such as a hired hand or family member. 
Producers should keep veterinary records, disposal costs, or 
take photos and provide third-party verification.  Please 
contact the office to report losses or with questions.  

CCC‐927or CCC‐928 MUST BE SENT TO IRS 

Producers who participated in 2009 or 2010 programs subject 
to adjusted gross income limitations (AGI) were required to 
certify compliance with AGI rules.  The AGI verification 
process for 2009 and 2010 payment eligibility requires all 
program participants to provide written consent to the IRS for 
the disclosure of certain information to FSA regarding 
adjusted gross income (AGI).  On October 6, 2010, a letter 
was mailed to producers who have not submitted these forms.   

Individuals and legal entities including members of legal 
entities that certified to average AGI compliance for 2009 
and/or 2010 payment eligibility must submit a  completed 
form CCC-927 or CCC-928 to IRS regardless of whether they 
received program benefits directly or as a member of a joint 
operation or entity.   
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Dates to Remember 

February 21 
Washington’s Birthday 
observed – FSA offices closed 

March 15 
NAP application sales closing 
date for many crops 

March 31 
Final availability for 2010 crop 
year MAL & LDP for small 
grains and honey 

Continues 
Continuous Conservation 
Reserve program 

 

PRESORTED STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Buffalo, MO 
PERMIT #230 

Dallas County FSA 
1225 S. Ash 
Buffalo, MO 65622 

“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, 
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 
(TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer.” 

Are You a Woman Who Loves Farming? 

 
Do you want to learn how to run it as a business?  Do you want to learn how to do 
a better job of marketing or pass the farm on to the next generation?  There is still 
time to sign up for Annie’s Project, a class designed just for farm women.  This 
class offered by University of Missouri Extension will be on Monday evenings 
February 14th to March 28th.    The classes will be held from 6:30 to 9:30 PM at 
the O’Bannon Bank South.  Even if you missed the first class, please plan to 
join the group.   

Items we will be discussing include:  learning to communicate and work with 
each of the four basic personality types, economics of land ownership, farm 
record keeping and taxes, business plans, pasture rental contracts, how property is 
titled, insurance needs, financial statements, retirement and estate planning, farm 
succession planning for the next generation, utilizing computers and the internet 
on the farm, understanding Missouri fence laws, livestock marketing and risk 
management, keys to being a profitable livestock producer, and much more.  The 
course will be taught my University of Missouri Extension specialists and will 
include guest speakers.  The class is being partially funded by a grant from the 
North Central Risk Management Center.  The cost for the 7-night course is only 
$50.  Class size will be limited to 20 women to ensure sufficient group interaction 
and  one on one assistance. 

You will need to preregister for this class.  For more information or a brochure 
call or stop by the Dallas County Extension Center at 417-345-7551 or 
dallasco@missouri.edu. 


