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County Committee (COC)  
Nominations 
 
Since COC elections happen only once a year, here 
is an election refresher. For election purposes, 
counties are divided into local administrative ar-
eas, or LAAs. Each LAA selects one producer to 
serve a three-year term on the Farm Service 
Agency county committee. Each year, an election 
is held in an LAA to replace the committee mem-
ber whose three year term is expiring. In counties 
with three LAAs, one seat is up for election.  
 
Nominations 
 
Producers who are residents in the LAA holding 
the election and who participate or cooperate in an 
FSA program and are of legal voting age may be 
nominated to serve on the county committee. Indi-
viduals may nominate themselves or others as can-
didates. Also, organizations representing socially 
disadvantaged farmers or ranchers may also nomi-
nate candidates. The nomination form, FSA-669A, 
is available at the county office or may be 
downloaded online at  www.fsa.usda.gov. 

DeKalb News 

 This newsletter is being published primarily for the purpose of 2011 county committee elections.  
In the newsletter you will find a nominating petition.  See the article below.  It is very important 
that we have active farmers as owners or tenants serving on our FSA Committee.  The committee 
provides a great service to the county because they know and understand conditions in the county 
and can determine how FSA programs can best be utilized in the county.  Local persons have a 
much better understanding of how a program can work for them.  Committee members keep the 
State FSA Committee informed of county conditions, monitor changes in farm programs, partici-
pate in county meetings, hear appeals and reconsiderations, and perform other duties as assigned by 
the State FSA Committee.   

 
 CRP Flash — all of the offers made recently to enroll in CRP have been accepted by the National 

Office.  Producers will now formulate conservation plans to determine how to fulfill the obligations 
of the contract.  NRCS plans to begin making field inspections to determine what kind of cover is 
on the acreage.  Producers will receive approval letters.   

A copy of it is also in this newsletter.  To be 
valid, the nomination form must be signed by 
the person being nominated, indicating agree-
ment to serve if elected. The completed nomina-
tion form must be returned to the county office 
by the close of business on Aug. 1, or post-
marked by midnight Aug. 1, 2011. 
 
In DeKalb County in 2011, the applicable ad-
ministrative area is LAA III, the townships of 
Grand River, Colfax, and Washington.  John 
Burton, Clarksdale, currently serves as the rep-
resentative from LAA III.  His term expires this 
year, and he cannot serve again due to term lim-
its.  Please consider placing your name in nomi-
nation.  It is an opportunity to serve county pro-
ducers in a unique way.   
 
No one can be denied the right to vote because 
of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, 
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or 
marital or family status.  
 
Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters begin-
ning on November 4, and must be returned to 
the county office by December  5, or post-
marked by December 5, 2011.   
 



2  

SURE SIGNUP  
 
Signup for the 2009 Supplemental Revenue Assis-
tance Program (SURE) ends July 29, 2011. SURE 
provides benefits for 2008 - 2011 crop year farm 
revenue losses due to natural disasters.   A farm en-
rolled in SURE may be eligible for benefits when 
either: 

 farms in counties with Secretarial disaster decla-
rations, including contiguous counties, that have 
incurred crop production or quality losses, or 
both, and includes all crops grown by a producer 
nationwide, except grazed crops. 

 any farm in which, for the crop year, the actual 
production of the farm because of disaster related 
conditions is less than 50% or less than normal 
production of the farm. 

Bank Account Changes 

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be elec-
tronically transferred into your bank account. In order 
for timely payments to be made, producers need to 
notify the FSA county office if your account has been 
changed or if another financial institution purchases 
your bank. Payments can be delayed if the FSA office 
is not aware of updates to your account and routing 
numbers. 

BEGINNING FARMER & RANCHERS 
 
FSA assists beginning farmers and ranchers to fi-
nance agricultural enterprises. Under these desig-
nated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financ-
ing to eligible applicants through either direct or 
guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as 
a person who: 

 Has operated a farm for not more that 10 years 

 Will materially and substantially participate in 
the operation of the farm 

 Agrees to participate in any loan assessment and 
borrower training in financial and production 
management program sponsored by FSA 

 Does not own a farm greater than 30 % of the 
median size farm in the county. 

CRP & NAP Certification 

Conservation Reserve Program acreage must be re-
ported to receive annual rental payments. Crop acreage 
for the Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) must also be reported.  
 

Acreage Reporting 

Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all 
crops and land uses on cropland and non-cropland, 
including failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits 
in a variety of programs. Producers are required to file 
a FSA-578 certification by the applicable final report-
ing date.  The final reporting dates for DeKalb County 
are listed below:  June 30 for small grains and July 
31 for corn, soybeans, grain sorghum, and CRP. 
 

Farm Reconstitutions 
 
When changes in farm ownership or operation take 
place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The reconsti-
tution — or recon — is the process of combining or 
dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming 
operation.   Request by August 1, 2011 for the 2011 
year.   
 

Sodbuster Regulations 
 
The term “sodbusting” means converting land from 
native vegetation, such as rangeland or woodland, to 
crop production after December 23, 1985. Sodbuster 
violations are unauthorized tillage practices on highly 
erodible lands. 
 
Farmers and ranchers should be aware that if they use 
highly erodible land for crop production without 
proper conservation measures, they risk losing eligibil-
ity to participate in Farm Service Agency programs. 
Before producers clear, plow or otherwise prepare ar-
eas not presently under crop production for planting, 
they are required to file an AD-1026, indicating the 
area to be brought into production. 
 
If Natural Resources Conservation Service indicates 
on a CPA-026 that the area will be highly erodible 
land, the producer will be required to develop and im-
plement a conservation plan on the affected acreage, 
before bringing land into production. 
 
To prevent serious penalties, please report any in-
tended planting on land without  a determination of 
erodibility.   
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(03-31-11)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Farm Service Agency

NOMINATION FORM FOR COUNTY FSA COMMITTEE ELECTION
1.  NAME OF NOMINEE (Type or Print Nominee's Full Name) TO BE COMPLETED BY COUNTY FSA OFFICE

4.  INITIALS OF EMPLOYEE RECEIVING FORM AND DATE RECEIVED

2.  ADDRESS OF NOMINEE 5.  COUNTY

6.  LAA 7.  STATE

3.  NOMINEE'S CERTIFICATION:

I hereby agree to have my name placed on the ballot, that I will serve if  
elected, and if there is a conflict of interest, I will resign such position.

I DO want to witness the settling of tied votes with another nominee.
I DO NOT want to witness the settling of tied votes with another nominee.

8.  NOMINATOR’S CERTIFICATION:

If this nomination is by other than self, the following eligible voter or 
representative of a community based organization hereby nominates the 
afore-named person to be a candidate in the next County FSA Committee 
election for the county.

3A.  SIGNATURE OF NOMINEE 3B.  DATE 8A.  SIGNATURE OF NOMINATOR 8B.  DATE

Check here if nominee is a write-in candidate. (If the individual is self nominating, no signature is required).

9.  TO BE COMPLETED BY NOMINEE
VOLUNTARY INFORMATION FOR MONITORING PURPOSES:  The following information is requested by the Federal Government in order 
to monitor FSA's compliance with federal laws prohibiting discrimination against program participants on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, religion, sex, marital status, handicapped condition, or age.  You are not required to furnish this information, but are encouraged to do 
so.  This information will not be used in evaluating your nomination or to discriminate against you in any way.  
ETHNICITY

Hispanic or Latino

Not Hispanic or Latino

RACE (Choose as many boxes as applicable)

American Indian or Alaska Native Black or African-American

Asian Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

White

GENDER

Male

Female

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THIS FORM
Complete the form as follows:

ITEM 1   Type or Print the nominee's full name.  The nominee must be:

A.  Eligible to vote in the designated County FSA Committee election.
B.  Eligible to hold the office of County FSA Committee member.
C.  Willing to serve if elected.

ITEM 2      Enter the nominee's current address.

ITEM 3      The nominee must check one of the boxes to indicate a preference regarding the settling of tied votes.

ITEMS 3A &3B The nominee must sign and date.

ITEMS 8A & 8B The nominator must sign and date.  (If the individual is self nominating, no signature is required.)

ITEM 9 Completing this item is voluntary.

ALL FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE COUNTY OFFICE OR POSTMARKED BY AUGUST 1, 2011.
NOTE:  The following statement is made in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 USC 552a - as amended). The authority for requesting the information identified on this 

form is the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (Pub. L. 110-246). The information will be used to obtain nominees for election to the County FSA Committee.
The information collected on this form may be disclosed to other Federal, State, Local government agencies, Tribal agencies, and nongovernmental entities that have 
been authorized access to the information by statute or regulation and/or as described in applicable Routine Uses identified in the System of Records Notice for County 
Personnel Records, USDA/FSA-6. Providing the requested information is voluntary. However, failure to furnish the requested information will result in a determination of 
ineligibility for nomination for election to the County FSA Committee.

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it 
displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 0560-0229. The time required to complete this information collection 
is estimated to average 10 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data 
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. The provisions of appropriate criminal and civil fraud, privacy, and other statutes may be applicable to 
the information provided. RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM TO YOUR COUNTY FSA OFFICE.
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DeKalb County FSA Office 
1101 S. Polk 
Maysville, MO.  64469 

 PRESORTED STANDARD 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Columbia, Missouri 
PERMIT #230 

Visit our website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/mo 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to 
USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independ-
ence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or 
(800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).   

FSA eAlerts 
 
Missouri FSA introduces FSA eAlerts—a new way to 
receive FSA program reminders via e-mail or text.  
You can sign up for eAlerts at your County Office.  
You can opt out of receiving FSA eAlerts at any 
time. 
 
You will still receive your FSA newsletter, but there 
will be fewer of them in the months ahead.  Missouri 
FSA will discontinue sending postcard reminders for 
upcoming sign ups and deadlines.  FSA eAlerts are 
provided as an additional service to Missouri FSA 
producers.  Always refer to your county office news-
letter for program information and bookmark 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mo to check back frequently for 
program deadlines and information. 
 

CRP NOTES 
 

Some producers are required to complete manage-
ment practices for their CRP contracts.  They are re-
minded that the non-disturbance nesting season ex-
tends until July 16.  After that date disking and burn-
ing and spraying of warm season grass can begin.  
Spraying of cool season grass cannot begin until Oc-
tober 1 and that will be credited in Fiscal Year 2012. 
Failure to keep up with management practices will 
result in payment reductions.   
 
Managed haying and grazing is available on most 
contracts and practices.  This can occur on acreage 
not hayed or grazed in 2010 or 2009.  You must re-
quest to hay or graze before harvesting, then certify 
completion.  The fee is 25% of the annual rental pay-
ment.  Dates are July 16 to September 30.   

Dates to Remember 

June 30 
Last date to timely file acreage re-
ports for small grains 

July 4 
Office Closed — Independence Day 
 

July 31 
Last date to timely file acreage re-
ports, corn, soybeans, sorghum, CRP 

August 1 
Last date for DCP/ACRE enrollment 
for county committee approval 

Continuous 
 
Conservation Reserve Continuous 
 

Continuous 
 
Farm Facility Loans 
 

July 29 
Last date to apply for 2009 SURE 
benefits 

August 1 
Last date to receive nominating peti-
tions for LAA III, 2011 election 

  

 

Selected Interest Rates for June 2011 Se-
lected Interest Rates for June 2011 
 

Farm Operating Loans 
Direct 

2.75% 

Selected Interest Rates for June 2011 

Farm Ownership Loans 5.00% 

Farm Ownership Loans; 
Direct Down Payment; 
Beginning Farmer or 
Rancher 

1.50% 

Farm Storage Faciltiy 
Loans; 7 Year 

2.625% 

Commodity Loans, 
1996 to Present 

1.25% 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mo�
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