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SURE Sign-up

Signup for the 2009 Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE) began Jan. 10, 2011, and ends
July 29, 2011. SURE provides benefits for 2008 - 2011 crop year farm revenue losses due to natural
disasters. Greene County producers must have incurred a 50% or greater loss of total production. If you
had a revenue loss for your entire farming operation in 2009, please stop by your county office for more
details. Please note that ALL production in ALL counties that a producer had an interest will be consid-
ered when making a SURE application for payment.

Limited Resource, socially disadvantaged or beginning farmer are exempt from the insurance purchase

requirement. Please consult with your local office to see if this exception applies to you.

DCP Signup & Advance
Payments

Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) has begun and will con-
tinue through June 1, 2011. Advance payments of
22% on the 2011 DCP program are available now.
The remaining 78% of your DCP payment will be
issued after October 1, 2011.

Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates
established by statute regardless of market prices.
DCP contract signatures for enrollment are due by
the signup deadline of June 1, 2011. For more
information producers can contact their local FSA
office.

NAP Coverage Deadline Mar. 15

The noninsured crop disaster assistance program
(NAP) is a federally funded program that helps
producers reduce their risk when growing food and
fiber crops, specialty crops and crops for livestock
feed.
March 15, 2011, is the application closing
date for: watermelons, pumpkins, toma-
toes, squash, peppers, hay and grazing
acres as well as many other fruits and
vegetables.

Producers should remember if they want to par-
ticipate in either Livestock Forage Program
(LFP) or the Supplemental Revenue Assistance
Program (SURE) they need to have the appropri-
ate insurance coverage.

The LFP program is designed to cover grazing
losses in the event of a drought year. In order to
be eligible, producers MUST purchase coverage
on their pastures. The SURE program requires
ALL crops to be covered by insurance, including
hay.

Policies are $250 for each crop not to exceed
$750 per county or $1,750 for all counties.

Production records for all crops must be reported
to FSA no later than the final acreage reporting
date for the crop for the following year. FSA
requires that any production reported in a loss
year be verifiable according to Agency specifica-
tions. NAP Losses must be reported within 15
days of a disaster event or the date the loss be-
comes apparent.

Sold or Purchased
Land, Changes in Bank
please let us know.
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Sign-up Begins for General CRP
March 14

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is offering
a general sign-up period from March 14, 2011
through April 15, 2011. This is the second consecu-
tive year that USDA has offered a general CRP sign-

up.

CRP is a voluntary program that helps agricultural
producers use environmentally sensitive land for con-
servation benefits. Producers enrolled in CRP plant
long-term, resource-conserving covers to control soil
erosion, improve water and air quality and develop
wildlife habitat.

Landowners enrolled in the CRP program receive
annual rental payments and cost-share assistance to
establish long-term, resource conserving covers on
eligible farmland. Land that is not currently enrolled
in CRP can be offered during sign-up if all eligibility
requirements are met. CRP participants with con-
tracts expiring this fall can make new contract offers
during the sign-up period. Contracts awarded during
this general signup will become effective October 1,
2011.

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)

The LIP program is ongoing and the year has began
with some severely cold and snowy weather. LIP
will compensate producers for livestock death losses
in excess of normal mortality rates due to adverse
weather that occurred on Jan. 1, 2011 through

Oct. 1, 2011. Producers who had livestock deaths
due to adverse weather conditions including light-
ning, ice storms, flooding, wildfire, blizzard, tor-
nado, extreme heat or cold should file a notice of
loss within 30 days of when a loss is apparent.

Documentation of the livestock deaths suffered from
adverse weather should include livestock inventory
numbers. Verifiable documentation may be used to
prove your losses including:

Rendering truck receipts
Veterinary records

Dairy herd improvement records
Insurance documents

Dated pictures

Third Party verification (FSA-926)

Notice of loss can be filed by phone or in person
at the FSA office. It is very important that eligi-
ble losses due to adverse weather be immediately
documented and reported to the FSA office

Conservation Loan Program

The Conservation Loan (CL) Program provides farm-
ers with the funding necessary to implement conserva-
tion measures on their land. The available limit for a
direct CL is $300,000, and the limit for a guaranteed
CL is $1,119,000.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
will work with applicants to develop a conservation
plan containing approved conservation practices. Ex-
amples of some conservation practices are: water con-
servation structures, forest cover, permanent pastures,
manure digesters, and other installations.

For more information on the Conservation Loan pro-
gram, contact your local FSA office to setup an ap-
pointment with a Loan Approval Official. Or visit the
Missouri FSA website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/mo and
select the “County Offices” link to locate the nearest
FSA office.

MILC Production Start Month
Change Provisions

Provisions to the MILC program require that dairy
operators select a month of commercially-marketed
production for which CCC will begin issuing pay-
ments to the dairy operation.

Changes to the start month must be made on or before
the 14™ of the month before the:

e Month originally selected by the dairy
operation as their MILC production start
month

e Newly selected MILC production start
month for the dairy operation

Changes must be made prior to payment rates being

publicly announced for both the original production

start month the dairy operation is changing from and
the production start month to which the dairy opera-
tion is changing.

Power of Attorney

For those who find it difficult to visit the county office
personally because of work schedules, distance,
health, etc., FSA has a power of attorney form avail-
able. This enables you to designate another person to
conduct your business at the office.

If you are interested, please contact your office or any
Farm Service Agency office for more information.
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Farm Loan Programs

The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing
family farmers with loans to meet their farm credit
needs. If you are having trouble getting the credit you
need for your farm, or regularly borrow from FSA, direct
and guaranteed loans are currently available.

Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if you’ve
had a setback and your lender is reluctant to extend or
renew your loan.

Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be
obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to
$300,000. Guaranteed loans can reach a maximum in-
debtedness of $1,119,000. Producers are encouraged to
apply early so that a loan can be processed and funded in
a timely manner.

Beginning Farmers & Ranchers

FSA assists beginning farmers and ranchers to finance
agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm
loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible
applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA
defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more that 10 years

e  Will materially and substantially participate in
the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in any loan assessment and
borrower training in financial and production
management program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm greater than 30 % of the
median size farm in the county.

Additional program information, loan applications, and
other materials are available at your local USDA Service
Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

County Committee Meetings

The three member Greene County Farm Service Agency
committee meets once a month. The committee has es-
tablished 9:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday of each
month as its regular meeting time and the Greene County
FSA office as its meeting place.

We will post a notice on the county office bulletin board
if the committee must reschedule the time or place of its
next meeting.

County committee members are: David Trogdon-
Chairperson, Judy Spencer-Vice Chair and Larry White-
Member.

Livestock Forage Disaster Program

The Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides
compensation to eligible livestock producers who suffer
grazing losses for covered livestock due to eligible
drought conditions during the calendar year in which graz-
ing losses occur. NOTE: Non-Insured Disaster Assis-
tance Program (NAP) is required for eligibility in this
program on grazing type losses.

Grazing losses for the covered livestock must have oc-
curred on land that is physically located in a county that is,
during the normal grazing period for the specific type of
grazing land or pastureland for the county, rated by the
U.S. Drought monitor as having any of the following:

D2 (severe drought) intensity in any area of the county for
at least 8 consecutive weeks during the normal grazing
period for the specific type of grazing land or pastureland
for the county — eligible for a 1-month payment

D3 (severe drought) ) intensity in any area of the county at
any time during the normal grazing period for the specific
type of grazing land or pastureland for the county — eligi-
ble for a 2-month payment

D3 (extreme drought) intensity in any area of the county
for at least 4 weeks during the normal grazing period (not
consecutive weeks) for the specific type of grazing land or
pastureland for the county or is rated a D4 (exceptional
drought) intensity in any area of the county at any time
during the normal grazing period for the specific type of
grazing land or pastureland for the county — eligible for a
3-month payment

Selected Interest Rates for
February 2011
90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125%
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.250%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.750%

Limited Resource Loans 5.000%
Farm Ownership Loans — Down 1.500%
Payment

Conservation Loans 4.750%
Emergency Loans 3.750%

Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 7 year |2-750%

Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 10 year |3-375%

Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 12 year |3-625%
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 0.250%
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The monthly payment rate will be an amount equal to
60 percent of the lesser of:

e the monthly feed cost for all covered live-
stock, using a feed grain equivalent (feed
grain equivalent for adult beef cow is 15.7
pounds of corn per day)

e the monthly feed cost calculated using the
normal carrying capacity for the grazing
land.

The current farm bill ends this fiscal year (Sept. 30)
so drought eligibility criteria require that the drought
must have occurred on:

e or before October 1, 2011

e native or improved permanent vegetative
cover

¢ small grains or forage sorghum planted spe-
cifically for grazing

Actions To Take Now:

Wheat, Barley, CRP, Hay & Pasture reporting
DCP/ACRE Sign-up

Check Insurance Needs

Farm Storage Facility Loans

General CRP and Continuous

Check Conservation Compliance

Dates to Remember

Washington’s Birthday observed.

Feb. 21 FSA Offices Closed.

Deadline to obtain 2011 NAP cov-

Mar. 15
erage for many crops.

Final Availability for 2010 crop
Mar. 31 wheat, barley, oats, honey loans
and LDPs.

Farm Storage Facility Loan Pro-
gram.

Continues

Continuous Conservation Reserve
program.

Continues

Visit our website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/mo

New Face around the County
Office

As you may have read, Wyman Miller re-
tired the end of December. Abby Inglis will
be the new CED for both Webster and
Greene County. She is a Bolivar native and
has six years experience with FSA. Abby
and her family have a beef cattle operation
and custom combine fescue seed. Stop by
either office and meet me. I’m looking for-
ward to meeting the Greene and Webster
County producers and hearing about your
farming operations.

“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, relig-
ion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is
derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities
who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secre-
tary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at
(866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136
(Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”
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