
HOLT COUNTY NEWS   
          

U n ite d Sta tes  
De pa rtm e nt  o f  
A gr ic ul t u re  

No vember  2009 
 

                  SURE (Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program) 

 FSA expects to implement the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE), in     
mid November 2009.  This program is part of the 2008 Farm Bill that replaces ad hoc disas-
ter programs that have been used in the past years for low yields and bad weather.  Previous 
ad hoc disaster programs paid for crop losses by farm.  SURE is a “Total Farm” disaster   
program.  A SURE farm is all of your crop acreage in all counties that you planted or        
intended to plant for harvest, for commercial sale, or for on-farm livestock feeding. 

The new SURE program does not have to be legislated, but is already in effect if certain   
criteria are met: 

     *There must be a Secretarial Declaration of disaster OR the producer needs a 50% loss in           
crop production on the farm.  (Remember, farm is ALL acreage you have an interest in.)           
Holt County was designated for 2008 and contiguous for 2009.  

     *At least one crop of economic significance must show a 10% loss in production.  (To be 
of economic significance the crop must contribute 5% or more of the total expected revenue 
from all crops on the farm.) 

     *You must meet a Risk Management Purchase Requirement (RMPR) in that all insurable 
crops must have crop insurance and all non-insurable crops must have NAP (non-insurable 
assistance program) coverage.  Some producers purchased a “buy-in” policy for 2008 be-
cause it was too late to purchase regular crop insurance for insurable crops and NAP for for-
age.  (If hay is a crop of economic significance on the farm, it is required to have a NAP pol-
icy to be eligible for SURE.) 

Crops considered “deminimus”, the value will not be 5% of the value of all crops, or the fee 
for the policy exceeds 10% of the value of the coverage (Value less than $3636 in 2008 and 
$9090 in 2009).  If this is the case, the hay can be excluded from the purchase requirement. 

If all eligibility rules and criteria are met, SURE pays 60% of the difference between the ex-
pected revenue and the actual revenue on the farm for the year.  Production will be provided 
by insurance companies with the exception of hay.  Producers will be notified when signup 
begins.  The next critical date is March 15, 2010 to obtain insurance for spring planted crops 
for 2010. 

We would like to emphasize that the SURE program is a revenue based protection and will 
NOT pay on individual crop losses.   Producers should apply for the program in the county 
where the farm is administered. 

Producers are reminded that crop reports are required for SURE participation.  Producers 
must report all crops, in all counties, in which they have an interest.  Late filed fees shall be 
waived for 2008 only for late filed reports. 

More details on the 2008 SURE Program are available at county FSA offices or on line at 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 

Holt County FSA 

118 W Davis Street 

Mound City, Mo  64470 

660-442-3134 (phone) 

660-442-5376 (fax) 

 

Office Hours 
 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
 
County Committee 
 
    Karl Noellsch 
    Kirby Rosier 
    Karen Ingram 
 
 
County Executive Director 
 
    Jackie J VanGundy 
 
Office Staff 
 
Kami Hubach, PT 
Kim Meyer, PT 
Wendy Tubbs, PT 
Marci Geib, temp 
 
Fieldmen 
 
Mark Buntz, FA 
Stan Seitz, FA 
 
Farm Loan 
 
Bob Dreyer, FLM 
Roger Uptergrove, FLO 
Tuesday mornings 
 
 
District Director 
Jim Nance 
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Farm Loan Year End Reviews           
                                                   

                                                                   
Producers that have a Farm Loan 
with FSA are reminded they must 
provide data for their Year-End 
Analysis (YEA) to their loan office 
each year.   

Borrowers are urged to provide 
this information timely so that their 
files can be maintained.  The office 
will contact you for the data you 
will need to provide.  

                              

P ag e  2  

                

          2010 DCP and ACRE Signup Begins 

Enrollment for 2010 Direct & Counter Cyclical Program has begun and 
will continue through June 1, 2010.  ACRE is a new program 
that replaces the counter cyclical payments under DCP.  
ACRE payments are made when decreased revenue triggers 
are met at both the state and farm level.  Direct payments are 
reduced by 20% when the farm is enrolled in ACRE.  Once a 
farm is enrolled in ACRE, it will be in ACRE through 2012.  
Producers must still elect to participate annually in either pro-
gram.  ACRE payments are made approximately 12 months 
after crop harvest, or October 2011 for the 2010 corn and 
soybean crop.  Direct payments are made in October of the current crop 
year and advance payments are available after December 1, 2009 for the 
2010 year at a rate of 22%.  DCP payment rates will remain the same 
until 2012 when the payment acreage changes to 85% of the base.  
ACRE payments could range from zero to substantial under the right 
market , price, and yield conditions.  Stop by the office and we can ex-
plain how ACRE might work for you. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

                       2009 Final DCP Payments 

Several producers have expressed concerns and questions regarding the timing and amount of their 2009 DCP final pay-
ments.  This has been a year that has tried the patience of employees and producers as a new system of making payments 
has been used for the first time.  It is a system whereby the county office does not actually issue the payment, but of course 
makes all the necessary preparations for the process to work.  For those who have not called or vis-
ited the office, we offer theses explanations. 

The 2009 DCP payment will not equal the 2008 DCP payments due to legislation.  Even if there were 
no changes in shares from 2008 to 2009, the total payments on each farm will be less in 2009 than in 
2008 because that is the way the Farm Bill was written.  In order to reduce the total cost of the Farm 
Bill over its entire effectiveness, Congress and OMB approved differing payment rates.  In 2008, 
payments were based on 85% of the farm’s total base acres.  However, in 2009, 2010, and 2011, they 
will be based on only 83.5% of the farm’s total base acres.  In 2012, they will again be based on 85%. 

 This new payment process changed the way final payments were issued.  In the past, if a farm      
received an advance payment at signup, the remaining (or final) DCP payment due would be issued 
to that farm.  The new process did not issue final payments “by farm” as in the past.  The first farm 
that was issued a final payment took the reduction for the total amount of advance money you received on all farms.  For 
instance, if you had 3 farms signed up in the 2009 DCP and requested advance payment at signup, you were issued 22% of 
the Direct Payment.  In this example, the total advance for all farms was $1,000.  When the final payment was processed it 
reduced the first payment issued by the total of all advance payments.  So it may have taken all or a portion of one farm’s 
final payment.  If so, the other 2 farms payment statements will show 100% DCP payment issued (even though they re-
ceived an advance) 

Most of the 2009 final DCP & CRP payments have been issued.  However, there are still a few payments pending in the 
system.  County Offices are doing what they can to help get them disbursed.  If you have any questions about your pay-
ment amounts or the status of your payment, please contact your local FSA office.  
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COC Meets 3rd Thurs. @ 9 am.  

 
Record Changes  

  If you have recently 
bought, sold, or are renting 
different land, or even if 
you have switched bank 
accounts, make sure and 
report any and all of these 
changes to FSA as soon as 
possible after they occur.  
For farm ownership 
changes you will need to 
provide a recorded deed or 
recorded land contract to 
verify proof of ownership.  
Failure to maintain accurate 
records with FSA on all 
land you have or accounts 
that you use with the 
agency could lead to possi-
ble program ineligibility, 
delays in payments or loss 
of benefits if you are a pro-
gram participant. 

Successor in Interest 
 
Many FSA programs will 
allow payments to be made 
to heirs or successors when 
a program participant 
passes away.  Additionally, 
contracts in programs such 
as CRP must be revised to 
reflect the successor(s) to a 
deceased participant’s    
interest. 
 
In the event of an FSA pro-
gram participant’s death, it 
is important that FSA be 
notified.  Entities and joint 
operations that participate 
in FSA programs also need 
to notify FSA if a share-
holder or member passes 
away.  FSA benefits are 
reported to IRS and main-
taining current, accurate 
records about participants is 
vital to ensuring that those 
payments are reported   
correctly. 

 

Changes to CRP  

There have been some changes in the Conservation Reserve Program applicable to the man-
agement practices that producers have to perform on contracts effective after 10/01/2003. 

Some of those changes are: 

   *Mid-contract management practices will now only have to be performed once for some 
contract. 

   *If the contract is 20 acres or less, 100% of the acreage can be treated in one of contract 
years 3-6. 

   *If the contract is 20 acres or less 100% of the acreage can be treated in one of contract 
years 1-4 for re-enrolled contracts. 

   *Mowing is now allowed in conjunction with strip disking or chemical application at a 
rate of $16.00 per acre and cost share of $8.00 per acre.  The average cost of burning has 
been adjusted to $32.00 per acre and disking and chemical application are now each $20.00 
per acre. 

Participant can change to the new policy by signing a modification to the conservation plan.  
Contact the FSA office for details. 

  Farm Storage Facility Loan Program Changes 

The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program allows producers of eligible commodities 
to obtain low-interest financing to build or upgrade farm storage and handling facilities. 

The new maximum principal amount of a loan through FSFL is $500,000.  Participants will 
be required to provide a down payment of 15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for the 
remaining 85 percent of the net cost of the eligible storage facility and permanent drying 
and handling equipment.  New loan terms of 7, 10, or 12 years are available depending on 
the amount of the loan.  Interest rates for each term rate may be different and are based on 
the rate which CCC borrows from the Treasury Department. 

Producers now have the option to obtain a partial disbursement.   The partial payment will 
be available after a portion of the construction has been completed.  The final funding will 
be issued when all construction is complete.  The maximum amount of the partial disburse-
ment will be 50 percent of the projected and approved total loan amount. 

Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the FSA county office that maintains the farm’s 
records.  A FSFL must be approved before ANY site preparation or construction begins.  
November interest rates are:  3.0% for a 7 yr loan, 3.375% for a 10 yr and 3.625% for 12 yrs 

                  Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL) 

Producers do not have to participate in the Direct and Counter Cyclical and/or ACRE Pro-
grams to be eligible for commodity loans.  Loans are for 9 months in duration and are non-
recourse, meaning the collateral can be forfeited in times of extremely low prices.  For com-
modities to be eligible they must have been produced by an eligible producer, be in exis-
tence and in a storable condition and be merchantable for food, feed or other uses as deter-
mined by CCC.  The quality of the commodity in farm storage must be maintained through-
out the term of the loan.   

Loan rates for 2009 crops are:  Corn- $1.91; Beans- $5.00; Wheat- $3.09  Lien waivers may 
now be obtained prior to making application for the loan.  November interest rate is 1.375% 



 
 

We’re on the web!   
www.fsa.usda.gov 

USDA  Of f i ce  C losed    

 
 
 

 
 
    
 
Power of Attorney                

For those who find it difficult 
to visit the office personally 
because of work schedules, 
distance, health, etc, FSA has a 
power of attorney form 
available that enables you to 
designate another person to 
conduct your business at our 
office.  Contact any FSA office 
near you for more information. 

 
                                   

Spouses may sign documents 
on behalf of each other for 
FSA and CCC programs in 
which either has an interest.  
This option is automatically 
available unless a written 
request for exclusion is made 
to FSA from either spouse. 

 

United States Department of Agriculture 
Farm Service Agency 
Holt County 
118 W Davis Street 
Mound City, MO  64470 
 
Official Business 

 

 

November 11 
Veterans Day 

November 26 
Thanksgiving Day  

December 25 
Christmas Day 

January 1 
New Year’s Day 

 

County Committee 
 Ballots for this year’s County Committee election were mailed November 6.  
Voters must complete their ballots and return them to the Farm Service 
Agency County Office by the close of business on December 7.  If mailed,   
ballots must be postmarked by midnight December 7, 2009.   

The Candidate in this year’s election for LAA#1 is Dean Johnson.  

Eligible voters in LAA#1 who have not received a ballot should contact the 
FSA County Office. 

Voter requirements:  Persons meeting requirements in 1 or 2, plus 3 are eligi-
ble to vote: 

  1.  Be of legal voting age and have an interest in a farm or ranch as either 
an owner, operator, tenant or sharecropper, or a partner in a general partner-
ship or member of a joint venture that has an interest in a farm as owner, 
operator or tenant 

  2.  Not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the farming opera-
tions on an entire farm;  and 

  3.  Eligible to participate in any FSA program that is provided by law, re-
gardless of the status of funding. 

Discrimination Prohibited:       No person shall be denied the right to vote be-
cause of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political be-
liefs, sexual orientation or marital or family status. 

 

.. 

 

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and 
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, 
marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, 
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabili-
ties who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) 
or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer." 
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