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Voting for County Committee Begins

Ballots for this year’s county committee election were mailed to eligible voters on November 5, 2010.
Voters must complete their ballots and return them to the Farm Service Agency county office by the
close of business on December 6, 2010. If mailed, ballots must be postmarked by midnight December 6.

Eligible voters in a local administrative area one (1) who have not received a ballot should contact the

FSA county office staff.

Voter Requirements Persons meeting requirements
in 1 or 2, plus 3, below, is eligible to vote:

1. Be of legal voting age and have an interest in a
farm or ranch as either of the following: an
owner, operator, tenant or sharecropper, or a
partner in a general partnership or member of a
joint venture that has an interest in a farm as an
owner, operator, tenant or sharecropper; or

2. Not of legal voting age, but supervises and
conducts the farming operations on an entire
farm; and

3. Eligible to participate in any FSA program that is
provided by law, regardless of the status of
funding.

Discrimination Prohibited No person shall be
denied the right to vote because of race, color,
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability,
political beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or
family status.

NAP Deadline

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) was designed to reduce financial losses that
occur when natural disasters cause a catastrophic
loss of production or prevented planting of an
eligible crop by providing coverage equivalent to
FCIC catastrophic (CAT) insurance. Statute limits
NAP to each commercial crop or agricultural
commodity, except livestock, for which CAT
insurance is not available.

Producers who already have coverage on 2010 NAP
crops may choose to continue coverage on the same
crop or crops for 2011, if the applicable service fee
is submitted by Nov. 20, 2010. A new CCC-471,

application for coverage is not required to be
signed when applying for continuous coverage
of the same crop or crops.

Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or
delete a crop(s) from previous year’s coverage
or changing crop shares must file a new CCC-
471 with signatures and pay the applicable
service fee. The service fee is $250 per crop
per county or $750 per producer per county.
The fee cannot exceed a total of $1875 per
producer with farming interest in multiple
counties.

NAP coverage is only available for crops not
covered under the Federal Crop Insurance
program. Producers are reminded about the
need for insurance coverage on crops in order
to remain eligible for the agency’s Disaster
Assistance Programs such as SURE, LFP,
TAP, and ELAP.

Producers must purchase at least catastrophic
(CAT) level of insurance for all insurable
crops and producers must apply for coverage
before a disaster strikes.

Producers with NAP coverage must remember
to complete the following to remain eligible
for NAP benefits:

o Timely file acreage reports and keep track
of harvested production using acceptable
methods. For example, bale weights or
other means of determining quantities of
hay are required.

o File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of
when a loss is apparent, so the loss can be



appraised and production counted before the crop
is put to another use, abandoned or destroyed.

For more information on NAP coverage, please
contact your local FSA office.

CCC-927 or CCC-928 Must Be Sent
To IRS

Producers who participated in 2009 or 2010 programs
subject to adjusted gross income limitations (AGI)
had to certify compliance with AGI rules. The
average AGI verification process for 2009 and 2010
payment eligibility requires all program participants
to provide written consent to IRS for the disclosure of
certain information to FSA.

On October 6, 2010, a letter was mailed to producers
who have not submitted:

= CCC-927: “Consent to Disclosure of Tax
Information-Individual Form”

= CCC-928: “Consent to Disclosure of Tax
Information-Legal Entity form”

Individuals and legal entities, including members of
legal entities, that certified to average AGI
compliance for 2009 and/or 2010 payment eligibility
must submit a completed CCC-927 or CCC-928 to
IRS regardless of whether they received program
benefits directly or as a member of a joint operation
or entity. These forms must be submitted to IRS in
order to avoid a demand for refund of program
payments and benefits received.

Changing Banks

If you have changed banks and not notified FSA,
your payment could be delayed. Payments are
electronically transferred into your bank account, if
we are not aware of changes to your account and
routing numbers, there could be problems. In order to
make timely payments, you need to notify the office
if you close your account or if another financial
institution purchases your bank. It is important that
any changes in producer’s account such as type
account, bank mergers, routing number or account
numbers, be provided to the county office promptly
to avoid possible payment delay.

FSA Conservation Loan Program

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes and guarantees
conservation loans on farms to help conserve our
natural resources. The Conservation Loan (CL)
Program provides farmers with the credit necessary to
implement conservation measures on their land.

The direct CLs loan limit is up to $300,000 and
guaranteed CLs up to $1,119,000 (amount adjusted for
inflation), may be available by applying with lenders
working with FSA to obtain a guarantee.

Applicants will work with Natural Resources and
Conservation Service (NRCS) Staff to develop a
conservation plan. Conservation practices must be
approved by NRCS before FSA can provide financing.
Examples of conservation practices include installation
of conservation structures; establishment of forest
cover; installation of water conservation measures;
establishment or improvement of permanent pastures;
transitioning to organic production; manure
management, including manure digestion systems; etc.

For more information on the Conservation Loan
program, contact your local FSA office to setup an
appointment with a Loan Approval Official. Or visit
the Missouri FSA website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/mo
and select the “County Offices” link to locate the
nearest FSA office.

Farm Loan Year End Reviews

Producers who have a farm loan with FSA are
reminded they must provide data for their Year-End
Analysis (YEA) to their loan officer each year.
Borrowers are urged to provide this information timely
so that their files can be maintained. The office will
contact you for the data you will need to provide us.

Applications for FSA Farm Loan
Assistance

Farmers and ranchers who intend to apply to the Farm
Service Agency for loan assistance for the upcoming
crop year are encouraged to file their applications as
early as possible. Failure to apply early may result in a
delay in processing loans due to the volume of
applications. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan
representative for more details and assistance in

applying.



Selected Interest Rates for
November 2010

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125%
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.000%
Farm Owne_rshlp and Conservation 4.125%
Loans — Direct

Limited Resource Loans 5.000%
Farm Ownership Loans —Beginning 1.500%
Farmer Down Payment

Emergency Loans 3.750%
Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 7 year | 1.875%
Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 10 year | 2.500%
Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 12 year | 2.750%
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 1.250%

New Financial Management
Webpage

Producers who have level 2 e-authentication
access can use the new Public Financial
Management Information web page. The website
allows producers to generate reports that show
both current and historical financial information.
This resource will allow users to view details on
payments, collections and outstanding debt. The
website is a great tool for producers to
conveniently access financial information at any
time. To view the Financial Management
Information web page, visit
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/fmi. Please contact your
county office if you have any questions regarding
the web page. Note: Website use requires level 2
e-authentication access. Follow the steps below
to obtain level 2 access...

1. Go to www.eauth.egov.usda.gov,
complete a customer profile and submit it
online.

2. After submitting your customer profile,
you will receive a confirmation email, and
you must respond to it within 7 days to
activate your account

3. Then you must complete the “Identity
Proofing” process by visiting a local
USDA Service Center and presenting a
photo ID, such as your driver’s license

Continuous CRP

The Continuous Conservation Reserve Program is a
private lands environmental improvement program that
allows participants the opportunity to enroll
environmentally sensitive acreages in conservation
practices that will reduce soil erosion, improve water and
soil quality and provide wildlife habitat and food
sources.

The Continuous CRP program is a voluntary enrollment
program. Eligible landowners enter into contracts that
range from 10 to 15 years in length. In return, the
landowners will receive annual rental and maintenance
payments, incentive payments for certain activities, and
cost share for establishment.

To be eligible for enrollment in the Continuous CRP,
participants and acreage must meet certain requirements.
Provided the eligibility requirements are met, FSA will
automatically accept enrollments of acreage into
Continuous CRP. Landowners may enroll in the program
at any time during the year.

For more information on Continuous CRP enrollments,
please contact your local FSA office.

Rural Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural youths to
establish and operate income-producing projects in
connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural
groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the
help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient
income to repay the loan and provide the youth with
practical business and educational experience. The
maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

e Be acitizen of the United States (which includes
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident
alien
Be 10 years to 20 years of age
Comply with FSA’s general eligibility
requirements

e Reside in a rural area, city or town with a
population of 50,000 or fewer people
Be unable to get a loan from other sources
Conduct a modest income-producing agricultural
project in a supervised program of work as
outlined above.
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e Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the Dates to Remember
project under guidance and assistance from a project advisor. The (=

project supervisor must recommend the project and the loan,
along with providing adequate supervision.
Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the Nov. 25 | hanksgiving Day Holiday. FSA
application forms. The FSA staff can help you with questions you may Offices Closed. :
have about a particular program. Dec. 1 NAP application sales closing date
for honey
Last day to return voted
Dec. 6 Ballots in county committee
election.
Christmas Day Holiday, FSA
Dec 24 Offices Closed
Continues Farm Storage Facility Loan
Program.
. Continuous Conservation Reserve
Continues
program.

Visit our website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/mo

“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs,
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339
(TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.”




