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Farm Bill Extended Until 4/18 
 
Last month the President signed a 33-day 
extension of the current law to allow 
Congress until April 18th to reach an 
agreement on the next Farm Bill.  If 
Congress fails to reach an agreement on a 
new Farm Bill that meets the standards that 
the President set out, he will ask Congress 
to extend the current law for at least one 
year. 
 
This extends FSA's authority to administer 
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
and marketing loan benefits for wool, 
mohair, unshorn pelts and honey through 
April 18, 2008. 
 
Sign-Up Continues for USDA 
FSA Disaster Programs 
 
Eligible farmers and producers who suffered
livestock, livestock feed and crop losses that
occurred before Dec. 31, 2007, can still appl
to receive disaster payments.   
 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) continues 
to accept applications and make payments 
for quantity losses under Crop Disaster 
Program (CDP) that occurred before Dec. 
31, 2007.  FSA continues to issue 
Livestock Compensation Program (LCP) 
and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) 
payments for losses that occurred in 
designated disaster counties.  No ending 
date has been announced for LIP, LCP 
and CDP.  FSA will conduct sign-up and 
begin making payments for quality losses 
under CDP later this spring.   
 
More information about CDP, LCP and 
LIP is available online at: 
http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov 
 

  Final Loan and LDP 
Availability Date 
 
Producers are reminded that the final 
commodity loan and LDP availability 
date for 2007 Crop Year Corn, Grain 
Sorghum, Upland Cotton, Rice, Dry 
Peas, Lentils, Small Chickpeas, 
Soybeans and Other Oilseeds will be 
May 31, 2008.   
 
Extending Wool, Mohair and 
Unshorn Pelt, and Honey 
MALs & LDPs 
 
The Farm Bill extension signed by the 
President on December 26, 2007, 
authorized the MAL and LDP programs 
for the 2008 crop of graded and 
ungraded wool, mohair, and unshorn 
pelts through March 15, 2008.  On 
March 14, 2008, the President signed 
into law S. 2745 which authorizes FSA 
to continue administering 2008 crop 
wool, mohair, and unshorn pelt MALs 
and LDPs through April 18, 2008. 
 
Since the availability date for 2008 crop 
honey begins on April 1, 2008, FSA 
County Offices are authorized to accept 
2008 honey MAL and LDP requests 
from April 1, 2008 through April 18, 
2008. 
 
 
Report Failed Crop Acreage 
Prior to Destruction 
 
With spring planting around the corner, 
the Livingston County Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) encourages farmers to 
report failed crop acreage that will not 
be brought to harvest to their FSA 
office. Failed acreage must be reported 
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Production Flexibility Contract 
Payment Rates Table 

Commodity Payment Rate 
Wheat $0.461 per bushel 
Corn $0.261 per bushel 

Sorghum $0.314 per bushel 
Barley $0.202 per bushel 
Oats $0.022 per bushel 

Cotton $0.0572 per lb 
Rice $2.05 per cwt

 to FSA before destroying and replanting to 
allow time for a field check. 
  
"It is very important that farmers report 
failed acreage that will not be brought to 
harvest to the FSA office prior to 
destruction," said Livingston County 
Executive Director, David Meneely. "This 
simple act of insuring that failed acres are 
documented could be the determining factor 
in whether or not a farmer is eligible for 
future crop disaster program payments." 
 
Form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to 
report failed acreage and may be completed 
by any producer with an interest in the crop. 
For crop losses covered by the Non-insured 
Assistance Program (NAP), producers must 
contact their local FSA office within 15 
days of the occurrence of the disaster or 
when losses become apparent.  Producers 
with crop insurance should also contact 
their local agent when losses occur and 
before destroying the crop. 
  
Although low yield acreage does not need 
to be reported to FSA, producers are 
encouraged to keep good production 
records on acreage with a low crop yield to 
document crop losses. If Congress 
authorizes a crop disaster program in the 
future, production records may help support 
crop loss claims.  
Additional information in regard to failed 
crop acreage or crop losses covered by the 
Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP) 
can be obtained by contacting your local 
FSA office. FSA program information is 
also available online at: 
http://www/fsa/usda/gov.  
 
Rural Youth Loans 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) makes operating 
loans to individual rural youths age 10 
through 20 to establish and operate income 
producing agricultural related projects. 
These projects must be of modest size and 
be initiated, developed, carried out by rural 
youths participating in 4-H Clubs, FFA, or 
a similar organization or with a vocational 
teacher or county extension agent. The 
project must be an organized and 

supervised program of work.  It must be 
planned and operated with the assistance 
of the organization advisor, produce 
sufficient income to repay the loan, and 
provide the youth with practical 
business and educational experience in 
agriculture related skills.  Contact your 
local FSA office for more details. 
 
Banking Changes? 
 
If you have changed banks and not 
notified FSA, your payment could be 
delayed.  Payments are electronically 
transferred into your bank account, if we 
are not aware of changes to your 
account and routing numbers, there 
could be problems. In order to make 
timely payments, you need to notify the 
office if you close your account or if 
another financial institution purchases 
your bank.  It is important that any 
changes in producer’s account such as 
type account, bank mergers, routing 
number or account numbers, be 
provided to the county office promptly 
to avoid possible payment delay. 
 
 
Loans for Beginning 
Farmers and Ranchers 
 
FSA has funding to assist beginning 
farmers to finance agricultural 
enterprises. Under these designated farm 
loan programs, FSA can provide 
financing to eligible applicants through 
either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA 
defines a beginning farmer as a person 
who: 
 
 Has operated a farm for not more 

that 10 years; 
 Will materially and substantially 

participate in the operation of the 
farm; 

 Agrees to participate in a loan 
assessment, borrower training and 
financial management program 
sponsored by FSA; 

 Does not own a farm in excess of 30 
percent of the county’s median farm 
size; and 
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     Also, the applicant must meet the loan 
eligibility requirements of the program 
to which he/she is applying.   

 Note: All applicants for direct farm 
ownership loans must have participated 
in business operation of a farm for at 
least three years. 

 
To find out more about loans for Beginning 
Farmer and Ranchers and more basic 
qualifications required, contact your local 
FSA county office to setup an appointment 
with a loan approval official. 
 
Sign-up for DDAP III Ends May 
5th 
 
Eligible dairy producers who suffered 
production losses in 2005, 2006 or 2007 
may apply to receive benefits, for any of 
these years, under the Dairy Disaster 
Assistance Program III (DDAP-III), as of 
March 5, 2008.  Producers can sign up at 
their local USDA Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) service center until May 5, 2008, 
when sign-up ends. 
 
To be eligible, a producer's operation must 
be in a county designated a major disaster or 
emergency area by the president or declared 
a natural disaster area by the secretary of 
agriculture between Jan. 1, 2005, and Dec. 
31, 2007.  Producers in contiguous counties 
are also eligible.  Producers in counties 
declared disaster areas by the president may 
be eligible, even though the agricultural loss 
was not covered by the declaration, if an 
FSA Administrator's Physical Loss Notice 
covered such losses. 
 
Producers will need to provide to their local 
FSA office, the annual marketed production 
and average number of cows in the dairy 
herd for 2003 and 2004 to determine base 
production.  To calculate the loss, FSA must 
also know the dairy's production and the 
average number of cows in the dairy herd 
for the applicable disaster years. 
 
Losses will be calculated by comparing the 
expected base annual production (from 2003 
and 2004) and the actual production during 
the applicable disaster claim year.  FSA may 
adjust calculations when losses are not 

caused by disaster. 
 
For additional information on the 
DDAP-III program, visit your local 
FSA service center or visit online at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov.  
 

Selected Interest Rates for 
April  2008 

90-Day Treasury Bill 2.250% 
Farm Operating Loans — 
Direct 3.250% 

Farm Ownership Loans — 
Direct 4.875% 

Farm Ownership Loans  
Beginning Farmer Down 
Payment 

4.000% 

Emergency Loans 3.750% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans 3.000% 
Sugar Storage Facility Loans 4.250% 
Commodity Loans 1996-
Present 

2.625% 

 
 
Toll-Free Number for 
Borrowers 
 
 
Direct loan borrowers with USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency can check the 
status of their accounts around the 
clock using a new toll-free telephone 
number. 
 
The toll-free number, 1-888-518-4983, 
is available in both English and 
Spanish. The system delivers 
information on active FSA loans 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week.  
During the first call to the system, 
borrowers will enter their tax 
identification number or the Social 
Security Number associated with the 
loan. They also will need to enter their 
ZIP code. Borrowers will create a 
personal identification number for 
security. Customers must enter their 
PIN every time they use the system and 
may change their PIN. The system 
menu helps user's access helpful 
information. The system may also 
direct borrowers to contact their local 
FSA servicing office if action is 
necessary on their accounts. 
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 April interest rate for facility loans is 
3.0% and the rate for commodity 
loans is 2.625%. 
           

                
     
 
If you are considering a new grain 
bin, ask about a Farm Storage 
Facility Loan!   
 
 

  

 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

April 18 
2002 Farm Bill Extension 
deadline for 2008 LDP's on 
wool, mohair and unshorn pelts. 

 
April 18 

2002 Farm Bill Extension 
deadline for Contract Approval 
for all CRP. 

 
May 26 

Memorial Day Holiday.  FSA 
Offices Closed. 

 
 

May 31 

Deadline to apply for 2007 
commodity loans and LDP's on 
feed grains, soybeans, cotton, 
rice and pulse crops. 

  
Continues Livestock Disaster signup 
Continues Crop Disaster signup 
Continues Farm Storage Facility Loans 
Continues Continuous CRP Signup 
 
                

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases 
apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 
 

Livingston County FSA Office 
1100 Morton Parkway 
Chillicothe, MO  64601-3723 


