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    USDA Announces 
Conservation Reserve 
Program General Sign-up 
  
WASHINGTON, D.C. – July 26, 2010 
- Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 
today announced that a general sign-up 
for the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) will begin on August 2, 2010 
and continue through August 27, 2010. 
During the sign-up period, farmers and 
ranchers may offer eligible land for 
CRP's competitive general sign-up at 
their county Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) office. The 2008 Farm Bill 
authorized USDA to maintain CRP 
enrollment up to 32 million acres. Jim 
Miller, Agriculture Under Secretary for 
Farm and Foreign Agriculture 
Services, made the announcement on 
behalf of Secretary Vilsack during a 
conference call with reporters. 
  
"America's farmers and ranchers play 
an important role in improving our 
environment, and for nearly 25 years, 
CRP has helped this nation build sound 
conservation practices that preserve the 
soil, clean our water, and restore 
habitat for wildlife," said Miller. 
"Today’s announcement will help us 
create a greener and healthier America, 
and I encourage all interested farmers 
and ranchers to contact their local FSA 
office to learn more how to take 
advantage of this opportunity.”  
 
To help ensure that interested farmers 
and ranchers are aware of the sign-up 
period, USDA has signed partnership 
agreements with several conservation 
and wildlife organizations, which will 
play an active role in USDA’s 2010 
CRP outreach efforts. Additionally, 
Secretary Vilsack has recorded two 
public service announcements, which 
are available to the press and public at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/psa.  
 
  
 
  

 

  

CRP is a voluntary program that assists 
farmers, ranchers and other agricultural 
producers to use their environmentally 
sensitive land for conservation benefits. 
Producers enrolling in CRP plant long-term, 
resource-conserving covers in exchange for 
rental payments, cost-share, and technical 
assistance. CRP protects millions of acres of 
America's topsoil from erosion and is 
designed to improve the nation's natural 
resources base. Participants voluntarily 
remove environmentally sensitive land from 
agricultural production by entering into 
long-term contracts for 10 to 15 years. In 
exchange, participants receive annual rental 
payments and a payment of up to 50 percent 
of the cost of establishing conservation 
practices. 
 
By reducing water runoff and sedimentation, 
CRP also protects groundwater and helps 
improve the condition of lakes, rivers, ponds 
and streams. Acreage enrolled in the CRP is 
planted to resource-conserving vegetative 
covers, making the program a major 
contributor to wildlife population increases 
in many parts of the country. As a result, 
CRP has provided significant opportunities 
for hunting and fishing on private lands. 
 
Land currently not enrolled in CRP may be 
offered in this sign-up provided all 
eligibility requirements are met. 
Additionally, current CRP participants with 
contracts expiring this fall covering about 
4.5 million acres may make new contract 
offers. Contracts awarded under this sign-up 
are scheduled to become effective Oct. 1, 
2010. 
  
FSA implements CRP on behalf of 
Commodity Credit Corporation. FSA will 
evaluate and rank eligible CRP offers using 
an Environmental Benefits Index (EBI) for 
environmental benefits to be gained from 
enrolling the land in CRP. The EBI consists 
of five environmental factors (wildlife, 
water, soil, air and enduring benefits) and 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/psa�
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Production Flexibility Contract 
Payment Rates Table 

Commodity Payment Rate 
Wheat $0.461 per bushel 
Corn $0.261 per bushel 

Sorghum $0.314 per bushel 
Barley $0.202 per bushel 
Oats $0.022 per bushel 

Cotton $0.0572 per lb 
Rice $2.05 per cwt 

 

 cost. Decisions on the EBI cutoff will be 
made after the sign-up ends and after 
analyzing the EBI data of all the offers.  
 
Those who would have met previous 
sign-up EBI thresholds are not 
guaranteed a contract under this sign-
up. In addition to the general sign-up, 
CRP's continuous sign-up program will be 
ongoing. Continuous acres represent the 
most environmentally desirable and 
sensitive land.  
 
Producers with land in Livingston County 
should call the FSA Office for an 
appointment if you are interested in the 
CRP general sign up.  This will help avoid 
long waiting lines.  For more information, 
visit http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crp. 
 
Farm Safety 
 
Summer is an exciting and hectic time on 
Livingston County farms.  Be careful. 
Livingston County FSA employees care 
about our customers.  Remember to: Walk 
around machinery and check shields and 
guards; make sure the PTO’s master shield 
is in place; make sure Slow Moving 
Vehicle signs are on machinery.  If you 
are taking medicine, take it at the 
appropriate time and eat on schedule.   
 
If you are working in grain bins know that 
flowing grain can kill, and it can kill 
quickly. It takes less than five seconds for 
a person caught in flowing grain to be 
trapped. Try not to work alone in bins or 
confined spaces, and if that’s not possible 
let someone know where you are by 
checking in regularly by cell phone.  The 
American Society of Safety Engineers 
(ASSE) offers the following safety tips for 
farmers: 
 
1. Educate yourself on farm equipment.  

Read and follow instructions 
according to the equipment’s manuals 
about safety. 

2. Conduct regular equipment 
inspections. 

 3. Don’t wear loose clothing while 
entering confined spaces such as grain 
bins, silos and hoppers as this can 

prevent entanglements. 
4. Install Rollover Protective 

Structures (ROPS) on tractors.   
5. Use seat belts while operating 

tractors with a ROPS. Do not allow 
additional passengers on the tractor 
with you. 

6. While operating tractors and other 
farm equipment, be very cautious on 
rural roadways.  

7. Use protective gear when operating 
machinery: Be familiar with 
hazardous chemicals.  Take extra 
precaution when handling chemicals 
such as anhydrous ammonia, carbon 
dioxide, methane gas and hydrogen 
sulfide.   

8. Consistently educate your family 
and co-workers about safety 
practices, especially children.   

 
Farm Reconstitutions 
 
For FSA program purposes, tracts 
having the same owner and the same 
operator are grouped under one farm 
serial number.  When changes in 
ownership or operation take place, a 
farm reconstitution is necessary. 
The reconstitution—or recon—is the 
process of combining or dividing farms 
or tracts of land based on the farming 
operation.  Remember, to be effective 
for the current year, recons must be 
requested by August 2 for farms 
enrolled in specific programs.  The 
following are the different methods used 
when doing a farm recon: 

 Estate Method — the division 
of bases, allotments and 
quotas for a parent farm 
among heirs in settling an 
estate; 

 Designation of Landowner 
Method — may be used 
when (1) part of a farm is sold 
or ownership is transferred; 
(2) an entire farm is sold to 
two or more persons; (3) farm 
ownership is transferred to 
two or more persons; (4) part 
of a tract is sold or ownership 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crp�
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    is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to 
two or more persons; or (6) tract 
ownership is transferred to two or 
more persons. In order to use 
this method the land sold must 
have been owned for at least 
three years, or a waiver granted, 
and the buyer and seller must 
sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding; 

 DCP Cropland Method — the 
division of bases in the same 
proportion that the DCP cropland 
for each resulting tract relates to 
the DCP cropland on the parent 
tract; 

 Default Method — the division of 
bases for a parent farm with each 
tract maintaining the bases 
attributed to the tract level when 
the reconstitution is initiated in 
the system. 

 
Successor-In-Interest 
 
Many FSA programs will allow payments to 
be made to heirs or successors when a 
program participant dies.  Additionally, 
contracts in programs such as CRP must be 
revised to reflect the successor(s) to a 
deceased participant's interest.  In the event 
of an FSA program participant's death, it is 
important that FSA be notified.  Entities and 
joint operations that participate in FSA 
programs also need to notify FSA if a 
shareholder or member passes away.  
FSA benefits are reported to IRS and 
maintaining current, accurate records about 
participants is vital to ensuring that those 
payments are reported correctly. 
 
Foreign Landowner 
Notification 
 
The Agricultural Foreign Investment 
Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign 
owners of U.S. agricultural land to report 
their holdings to the Secretary of 
Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency 
administers this program for USDA. 
 

Foreign persons who have purchased 
or sold agricultural land in the county 
are required to report the transaction to 
FSA with 90 days of the closing. 
Failure to submit the AFIDA form 
could result in civil penalties of up to 
25 percent of the fair market value of 
the property.  
 
County government offices, real estate 
agents, attorneys and others involved 
in real estate transactions are reminded 
to notify foreign investors of these 
reporting requirements. 
 
Beginning and Limited 
Resource Farmers 
 
FSA assists beginning farmers and/or 
members of socially disadvantaged 
groups to finance agricultural 
enterprises.  Under these designated 
farm loan programs, FSA can provide 
financing to eligible applicants through 
either direct or guaranteed loans.  Farm 
Loan Programs defines a beginning 
farmer as a person who: 
 
 Has operated a farm for not more 

than 10 years 
 Will materially and substantially 

participate in the operation of the 
farm 

 Agrees to participate in a loan 
assessment, borrower training and 
financial management program 
sponsored by FSA 

 Does not own a farm in excess of 
30 percent of the median acreage 
of the farms in the county where 
the property is located. 

 
Each member of an entity must meet 
the eligibility requirements. Loan 
approval is not guaranteed.  
 
Additional program information, loan 
applications, and other materials are 
available at your local USDA Service 
Center.  You may also visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov  
 
Loans for the Socially 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�
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African Americans, American 
Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, 
Asian Americans, and Pacific 
Islanders.  If producers or their 
spouses believe they would qualify 
as socially disadvantaged, they 
should contact their local FSA office 
for details.  FSA loans are only 
available to applicants who meet all 
the eligibility requirements and are 
unable to obtain the needed credit 
elsewhere. 
 

Dates to Remember 
Aug 2nd 
through 

27th 

Conservation Reserve 
Program General Sign Up 
#39. 

Sept. 6 Labor Day observed – 
County Offices closed. 

Continues Facility Loan Program 
Continues CRP Continuous Signup 
 

      
 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases 
apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 
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Livingston County FSA Office 
1100 Morton Parkway 
Chillicothe, MO  64601-3723  

Disadvantaged 
FSA has a number of loan programs 
available to assist applicants to begin or 
continue in agriculture production.  Loans 
are available for operating type loans 
and/or purchase or improve farms or 
ranches.   
While all qualified producers are 
eligible to apply for these loan 
programs, the FSA has provided 
priority funding for members of 
Socially Disadvantaged Applicants.  
A socially disadvantaged applicant 
is one of a group whose members 
have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic or gender prejudice because 
of his or her identity as members 
of the group without regard to his 
or her individual qualities. For 
purposes of this program, socially 
disadvantaged groups are women, 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mo�

