
USDA has extended the sign-up 
deadline from June 1, to Aug. 14, 
2009, for both the Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) 
and the new Average Crop Reve-
nue Election (ACRE) Program.  
This action extends the sign-up 
deadline by 10 weeks to give 
producers ample time to decide 
whether to participate in ACRE or 
remain in DCP. 

 
Extending the sign-up deadline for 
both these programs ensures that 
America's farmers have enough 

information and time needed to 
determine if ACRE is the right 
program for their operational 
needs.  The DCP and ACRE pro-
grams play a critical role in the 
farm safety net and it is vital 

that we act to 
support the 
hard work of 
the farmers 
on which we 
depend. 

 
Sign-up for ACRE began April 
27th.  Producers can now elect 

ACRE at their FSA county office.  
The original June 1 deadline may 
have forced producers to rush their 
decision, which is why this exten-
sion gives producers more time to 
make an informed decision about 
staying with DCP for 2009 or par-
ticipating in ACRE for crop year 
2009 and beyond through 2012. 

 
For more information about ACRE, 
DCP and other price support pro-
grams, please visit your local USDA 
Service Center.   

USDA Extends Sign-up Deadline to August 14th for DCP & ACRE 

Nodaway County FSA 
502 W. South Hills Drive 
Suite 104 
Maryville, MO 64468 
660-582-7423 (phone) 
660-582-8366 (fax) 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

County Committee 
Larry Tobin,  
     Chairperson 
Richard Fletchall,  
    Vice Chairperson 
Joyce Ecker, Member 
 
COC Meets the 4th 
Wednesday of every 
month at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Staff 
Tim Dreier, CED 
Charlotte Holeman, FLM 
Tom Shelton, FLO 
Brian Wheeler, FLOT 
Marianne Adkins, PT 
Teresa Blackford, PT 
Marilyn Buhman, PT 
Judy Fast, PT 
Tammy Luke, PT 
Re’nee Schrader, PT 
Andrew Lance, FA 
Eric Redden, Intern 

F a r m  S e r v i c e  A g e n c y  

May 2009 

Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) 

Small Grains 
(wheat) June 30 

All other crops 
(corn, beans, 

CRP, etc.) 
July 31 

Crop Reporting Deadlines 

USDA has announced sign up for 
the new ACRE program.  The ACRE 
program is an innovative alterna-
tive to the traditional farm safety 
net.  Many producers are uncer-
tain of what ACRE is all about, not 
to mention whether or not it is a 
good option for their operation.  
ACRE works differently than pro-
grams authorized by previous 
farm bills.  For one thing, FSA 
cannot tell you what your payment 
will be.  The calculations can ap-
pear daunting and are contingent 
upon six variables; three of which 
will not be known until after you 
have made your election decision.  
And if your decision is to partici-
pate in ACRE, you live with it 
through the 2012 program year.  
This includes a 20 percent reduc-
tion in your direct payments, a 30 
percent reduction in marketing 
loan rates, and no counter-cyclical 
payments.   

 
So what about that ACRE pro-
gram?  Why would anyone give up 
benefits in the other programs?  

ACRE provides revenue protec-
tion when national average 
prices and/or state and farm 
yields cause revenue to fall 
below established benchmarks.  
It is possible that no payments 
will be issued to ACRE partici-
pants.  However, it is also possi-
ble that ACRE payments will be 
issued, and those payments 
could exceed the reductions. 

 
ACRE payments are made when 
both state and farm-level trig-
gers are met.  The ACRE alter-
native provides eligible produc-
ers a state level revenue guar-
antee, based on the 5-year 
state Olympic average yield and 
the 2-year national average 
price. 

 
The choice to participate in 
ACRE is one that only you can 
make, and it is important to 
make an informed decision.  
The Food and Agriculture Policy 
Research Institute (FAPRI) has a 
calculator  avai lable for 

download on their website, 
fapri.missouri.edu.    In addition 
to FAPRI, other universities and 
organizations also have calcula-
tors available. 

 
A C R E 
signup is 
now avail-
able at FSA 
c o u n t y 
o f f i c e s .  
The dead-
line for 
BOTH the 
2009 ACRE election/enrollment 
and the 2009 DCP sign-up is Au-
gust 14, 2009.  If you have al-
ready enrolled in DCP for 2009, 
you may still elect and enroll in 
ACRE for 2009.  Or if you have 
not decided about ACRE, you can 
signup for DCP now, receive the 
22 percent advance on your di-
rect payment, and still elect and 
enroll in ACRE, prior to August 14.  
USDA has announced there will 
not be a late filing period for ei-
ther program after August 14. 

What’s up 
with that 

ACRE 
program? 
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CRP Contract Extensions 

Acreage Reporting—it’s a must! 
Disaster Assistance Program) crops, 
acreage reports are to be certified by the 
June 30 deadline on small grains and a 
July 31 deadline on all other crops.  Acre-
age reports on crops for which NAP assis-
tance may be paid are due in the county 
office by the earlier of June 30 for small 
grains and July 31 for all other crops, or 
15 calendar days before the onset of 
harvest or grazing of the specific crop 
acreage being reported. 
 
NAP Information:  Producers with NAP 
insurance may obtain the new basic pro-
visions, CCC-47BP and NAP Fact Sheet 
from the FSA webpage at www.fsa.gov or 
from their local county FSA office. 

Accurate and timely acreage 

reporting can keep you from 

losing program benefits! 

Acreage reporting time will soon be here. 
Filing an accurate acreage report for all 
crops and land uses, including failed 
acreage, prevented planting acreage and 
CRP, can prevent the loss of benefits for 
a variety of programs. 
 
Failed acreage must be reported within 
15 days of the disaster event and before 
disposition of the crop. Prevented plant-
ing must be reported no later than 15 
days after the crops final planting date. 
 
Acreage reports are required for many 
Farm Service Agency programs.  For 
crops other than NAP (Noninsured Crop 

USDA has announced 
that certain CRP con-
tracts expiring in Sep-
tember 2009 will be 
eligible for three to five 
year extensions.  Par-
ticipants eligible for the 
extensions will be noti-
fied of the opportunity 
by letter.  Those with 
contracts expiring in 
September 2009 that 

are not eligible for the 
extension will receive 
written confirmation of 
their contract’s expira-
tion.   
 
USDA will offer exten-
sions to those contracts 
with environmental 
benefit index (EBI) rank-
ing in the top 30 per-
cent.  Of 3.9 million 

acres scheduled to ex-
pire this fall, 1.5 million 
acres will be offered 
contract extensions.  A 
general CRP sign-up is 
not scheduled in 2009.  
If you receive notifica-
tion of an offer to ex-
tend your CRP contract, 
please contact your FSA 
office for details. 
 

The 2008 Farm Bill extended the enrollment authority for an additional 1.2 million acres for 
GRP.  This is a voluntary program that helps landowners and operators restore and protect grass-
land.  Applications will be accepted May 18th through June 5th, 2009.  10, 15 and 20 year rental 
agreements and permanent easements will be available.  The minimum acreage for GRP enroll-
ment is 40 contiguous acres.  Under this program participants voluntarily limit future use of the 
land while retaining the right to conduct common grazing practices; produce hay, mow or har-
vest seed production (subject to certain restrictions).  Landowners who offer and are approved 
for rental agreements will receive not more than 75% of the grazing value in an annual payment 

2009 Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) Controlled Substance 
Any person who is convicted 
under federal or state law of a 
controlled substance violation 
could be ineligible for USDA 
payments or benefits.  Violations 
include planting, harvesting, or 
growing a prohibited plant.  
Prohibited plants include 
marijuana, opium poppies and 

At FSA, farms are “constituted” to group all tracts having the same owner 
and the same operator under one farm serial number.  When changes in 
ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary.  If an 
owner or operator can not agree about program participation, like in the 

case of the new ACRE program, then producers should inquire about a reconstitution of the farm at the local 
FSA office.  The reconstitution—or recon—is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land 
based on the farming operation.  Remember, to be effective for the current year, recons must be requested by 
August 1 for farms enrolled in specific programs. 

Farm Reconstitutions 

http://www.fsa.gov/�


2009 FSA County Committee Elections 
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June 15 is the beginning of the 
nomination period for the FSA 
County Committee (COC) elec-
tion.    To become a nominee, 
eligible individuals must sign a 
nomination form FSA-669A.  
This form is available at USDA 

Service Centers or online at 
fsa.usda.gov and producers 
can use it to nominate them-
selves or another eligible pro-
ducer.  For 2009, nomination 
forms must be postmarked or 
received in the local USDA 
Service Center by close of 
business on August 3, 2009. 
 
Committees are a critical com-
ponent of the operations of 
FSA.  They help deliver FSA 
farm programs at the local 
level.  Farmers who serve on 

COC’s help with the decisions 
necessary to administer the 
programs in their county.  They 
work to make FSA agricultural 
programs serve the needs of 
local producers.   
 
Local Administrative Area 1, 
(LAA-1) which is comprised of 
Grant, Hughes, Jefferson, Mon-
roe, Washington, & White 
Cloud townships, is up for elec-
tion this year.  Richard Fletch-
all is currently representing 
this area. 

pleted by May 31st then producers 
must make a written request to the 
County Committee to extend the ECP 
application.  The written request must 
give a detailed account of why the 
work has not been completed, what 
will be done with the affected acres, 
and the expected 
additional time 
needed to com-
plete the restora-
tion work. 

Producers who have an application 
on file under the Emergency Con-
servation Program (ECP) for cost-
share assistance to repair land due 
to the heavy rains and flooding in 
the spring/summer of 2008 have 
until May 31, 2009, to complete the 

work. 
 

If work 
will not 
be com-

The USDA is offering soybean producers the 
opportunity to request a referendum on the 
Soybean Promotion and Research order .  The 
Secretary of Agriculture is required to conduct a 
“Request for Referendum” (RfR) every 5 years 
after the initial referendum.  The last RfR was 
in 2004 and soybean producers who are inter-
ested in having a referendum to determine 
whether to continue the soybean check-off pro-
gram are invited to participate. The RfR began 
to be conducted in the FSA Office on May 4th 
and will continue through May 29th.  Producers 
must provide documentation that shows that 
they produced soybeans and paid an assess-
ment on them during the period 1-1-07 thru 
12-31-08. 

Soybean Request for Referendum 

Emergency Conservation Program 

“COC members 

work to make 

FSA agricultural 

programs serve 

the needs of 

local 

producers” 

New Loan Repayment Methods 
Beginning April 15, 2009, the 
posted county price that FSA 
county offices use to establish 
marketing assistance loan re-
payment rates and LDP’s, when 
applicable, changed.  Now 
posted county prices are com-
puted by using the lesser of  the 
30 calendar day method or the 
alternative 5 calendar day 
method.  The 30 calendar day 
method will reflect a 30 calen-
dar day moving average of all 
terminal market prices for the 
crop, adjusted by the difference 
between the applicable national  

loan rate and county loan rate.   
 
The 5 calendar day alternative 
method will be based on a pre-
ceding 5 calendar day period, 
replacing the current method 
based  on the previous day’s 
market rates.  The 5 calendar 
day alternative method will re-
flect a 5 calendar day moving 
average of applicable terminal 
market prices adjusted by the 
following:  the applicable county 
differential and 5 calendar day 
average of applicable terminal 
market adjustments. 

Timely Filing of Loss/Prevented Planting 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to re-
port failed acreage and prevented planting of 
program crops. For losses on crops covered 
by NAP or crop insurance, you must file a 576 
in the FSA county office within 15 days of the 
occurrence of the disaster or when losses 
become apparent.  If filing for prevented 
planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 
must be filed within 15 calendar days of the 
final planting date for the particular crop. 

 

If you have question on the reporting of failed 
or prevented planting crops please contact 
your local FSA Office. 



We’re on the web! 

www.fsa.usda.gov 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, 
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alterna-
tive means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, 

D.C., 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

United State Department of Agriculture 
Farm Service Agency 
Nodaway County 
502 W. South Hills Dr. 
Maryville, MO 64468 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

● May 25—Service Center closed 

for Memorial Day 

● June 1—Last day to request 

CCC loan on 2008 Corn & Soy-

beans 

● June 5—GRP Sign-up Deadline 

● June 30—Last to report Wheat 

and other small grains 

● July 16th—Disking start date 

for Mid-Contract Management 

of CRP 

● July 31—Last date to report all 

Spring Planted Crops & CRP 

● August 14—DCP & ACRE 

Sign-up Deadline 

FSA has a program to assist begin-
ning farmers and or members of 
socially disadvantaged groups to 
finance agricultural enterprises. 
Under these designated farm loan 
programs, FSA can provide financ-
ing to eligible applicants through 
either direct or guaranteed loans. 
FSA defines a beginning farmer as 
a person who: 

 Has operated a farm for not 
more than 10 years 

 Will materially and substan-
tially participate in the opera-
tion of the farm 

 Agrees to participate in a loan 
assessment, borrower training 
and financial management 
program sponsored by FSA 

 Does not own a farm in excess 
of 30 percent of the county’s 
average size. 

Each member of an entity must 

The Farm Service Agency is committed to pro-
viding family farmers with loans to meet their 
farm credit needs.  If you are having trouble get-
ting the credit you need for your farm, or regu-
larly borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed 
loans are available now.  Ask your lender about 
an FSA loan guarantee if you’ve had a setback 
and your lender is reluctant to extend or renew 
your loan.  Loan funds can be made available.  
Producers are encouraged to apply early so that a 
loan can be processed and funded in a timely 
manner. 

Most of our loan programs have special funding 
available for minority, female and beginning 
farmers.  FSA employees will help you complete 
the necessary application and other forms, and 
help you understand what information is required, 

Beginning and Limited Re-

source Farmers & Ranchers Direct and Guaranteed Loans 
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