
we will pursue an alternate 
site.  

We hope many of you will 
plan to attend. 

In an effort to help answer the 
many questions there are out 
there concerning the 2008 
Farm Bill, the Nodaway 
County FSA Office has 
planned 3 separate informa-
tional meetings.  These meet-
ings will be held in the confer-
ence room at the Nodaway 
County Service Center on 
Tuesday, July 7th.  The start 
times for each meeting will be 
9:30am, 1:30pm, and 
6:30pm.  The meetings have 
been scheduled to help pro-
ducers make informed deci-
sions regarding the farm bill 
and their operation.   

The primary topic of the 

meetings will be the new Av-
erage Crop Revenue Election 
(ACRE) Program.  However, 
other topics including the new 
disaster programs (SURE), 
CRP, Farm Loans, Facility 
Loans, and Eligibility require-
ments will be covered as well.  
The office will provide some 
examples of the programs 
and there will be time for a 
question and answer period.   

There will be limited space 
available for each session so 
we ask that if you plan to at-
tend please contact the office 
at 660-582-7423 Ext. 2 to 
RSVP.   If there is more inter-
est than our space will allow 

DCP & ACRE Sign-up Deadline—August 14 
Sign-up for the 2009 Direct 

& Counter-cyclical Payment (DCP) 
Program and ACRE enrollment 
have been extended until August 
14, 2009.  FSA will not accept any 
late filed application after that date.  
FSA computes DCP Program pay-
ments using base acres and pay-

ment yields established for each 
farm.  Eligible producers receive 
direct payments at rates established 
by statute regardless of market 
prices.  For 2009, you may request 
to receive advance direct payments 
based on 22 percent of the direct 
payment for each commodity asso-

ciated with the farm.  
Counter-cyclical payment 
rates vary depending on 
market prices and are issued only 
when the effective price for a com-
modity is statutorily set below its 
target price. 
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Farm Program Meetings Planned—July 7th 

County Committee 
Larry Tobin, Chairperson 
 Richard Fletchall, Vice Chairperson 
Joyce Ecker, Member 
 
COC Meets the 4th Wednesday of 
every month at 1:00 p.m. 
 

Nodaway County FSA 
502 W. South Hills Drive 
Suite 104 
Maryville, MO 64468 
660-582-7423 (phone) 
660-582-8366 (fax) 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Staff 
Tim Dreier, CED 
Charlotte Holeman, FLM 
Tom Shelton, FLO 
Brian Wheeler, FLOT 
Marianne Adkins, PT 
Teresa Blackford, PT 
Marilyn Buhman, PT 
Judy Fast, PT 
Tammy Luke, PT 
Re’nee Schrader, PT 
Andrew Lance, FA 
Eric Redden, Intern 

Want to 
know more 

about ACRE? 

Attend an 
info meeting 
on July 7th 

Continued on page 2 



The electronic DCP (or eDCP) service 
is available to anyone eligible to par-
ticipate in the DCP Program.  To ac-
cess this on-line service, you must 
have an active USDA eAuthentication 
Level 2 Account, which requires filling 
out an online registration form at http://
www.eauth.egov.usda.gov, followed by 
a visit to the local USDA Service Cen-
ter for identity verification. 

Average Crop Revenue Election 

The ACRE program is an innovative 
alternative to the traditional farm safety 
net available through Counter Cyclical 
options of DCP.  Many producers are 
uncertain of what ACRE is all about, 

not to mention whether or not it is a good 
option for their operation. 

ACRE works differently than programs 
authorized by previous farm bills.  For 
one thing, FSA cannot tell you what your 
payment will be.  The calculations can 
appear daunting and are contingent upon 
six variables; three of which will  not be 
known until after you make your election 
decision.  And if your decision is to par-
ticipate in ACRE, you live with it through 
the 2012 program year.  This includes a 
20 percent reduction in direct payments, 
a 30 percent reduction in marketing as-
sistance loan rates, and no counter-
cyclical payments.   

ACRE provides revenue protection when 
national average prices and/or state farm 
yields cause revenue to fall below estab-

lished benchmarks.  It is possible 
that no ACRE payments will be is-
sued to program participants.  How-
ever, it is also possible that ACRE 
payments will be issued and those 
payments could far exceed the re-
ductions.  Acre payments are made 
when both state and farm-level trig-
gers are met.  The ACRE alternative 
provides eligible producers a state 
level revenue guarantee, based on 
the 5-year Olympic average yield 
and the 2-year national average 
price. 

It is important to make an informed  
decision regarding your DCP or 
ACRE program election.  In-depth 
comparison information is available 
at the following USDA website: 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp 

 the Farm Service Agency as 
soon as possible after they 
occur.  For farm ownership 
changes you will need to 
provide a recorded deed or 
recorded land contract to 
v e r i f y  p r o o f  o f                        
ownership.  Failure to main-
tain accurate records with 

If you have recently bought, 
sold, or are renting different 
land, or even if you have 
switched bank accounts 
make sure and report any 
and all of these changes to 

FSA on all land you have or 
accounts that you use with 
the agency could lead to 
possible program ineligibil-
ity, delays in payments or 
loss of benefits if you are a 
program participant. 

 

DCP & ACRE Sign-up Deadline—August 14 

Record Changes 

Crop Reporting—It’s a must for program participants 
The producer certification 
deadline for wheat and other 
small grains is June 30th.  
The deadline for all other 
crops including corn and 
soybeans is July 31st.  

CRP & NAP Certification 
Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) acreage must 
also be reported by July 31st 
to receive annual rental pay-
ments.  Also, the crop report 
must be signed by a person 
who is  a party to the CRP-1  
contract.  This is the case 
even if the crop report has 
been signed by someone 
who is not part of the CRP-1. 
Crop acreage for Non-
insured Crop Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP) must also be 
reported by the final reporting 
date, or 15 days before har-
vest. 

Prevented Planting 
Prevented planting is to be 
reported no later than 15 
calendar days after the final 
planting date and you must 
provide proof of your intent 
to plant.  Final planting dates 
are June 5th for corn and 
Jun 20th for soybeans.  If 
you report prevented plant-
ing after the 15  day window 
the report will be considered 
late filed and a mandatory 
farm visit to inspect the pre-
vented planting will be com-
pleted by the office. 

Failed Acreage 
Reports of failed acreage 
must be filed before disposi-
tion of the crop, and produc-
ers must be able  to estab-
lish to the satisfaction of the 
county committee that the 
crop failed and was pre-

The annual requirement of 
reporting your planted crops to 
the FSA office can be referred 
to as crop reporting, acreage 
reporting, or crop certification.  
What ever you call it, it is a 
must for all program partici-
pants.  Filing an accurate and 
timely report for all crops and 
land uses, including failed or 
prevented planting acres, can 
prevent loss of benefits for a 
variety of FSA programs.  All 
cropland on a farm must be 
reported to receive benefits 
from the DCP program, the 
ACRE program, Supplemental 
Revenue (SURE) Assistance 
program, CRP, Marketing As-
sistance Loans (MAL) and 
Deficiency Payments.  The 
certification form FSA-578, 
Report of Acreage, must ac-
count for all cropland on a 
farm, whether idle or planted.  

Accurate 
and timely 
acreage 
reporting 
can keep 
you from 

losing 
program 
benefits! 
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vented from being re-
planted because of natu-
ral disaster conditions 
and not a management 
decision. 



Since COC elections happen only once a year here is an election 
refresher. For election purposes, counties are divided into local ad-
ministrative areas, or LAAs. Each LAA selects one producer to serve 
a three-year term on the Farm Service Agency county committee.  
Each year, an election is held in an LAA to replace the committee 
member whose three-year term is expiring. In counties with three 
LAAs, one seat is up for election each year. In Nodaway County this 
year the election will be in LAA #1, consisting of the townships of 
Grant, Hughes, Jefferson, Monroe, Washington & White Cloud.   
Richard Fletchall is the current FSA Committee representative from 
that area and he is eligible to be nominated to another three year 
term. 
 

Nominations 
Candidate nominations for the FSA county committee election will be 
accepted from June 15 through Aug. 3, 2009.  Producers who are 
residents in the LAA holding the election, who participate or cooper-
ate in an FSA program, and are of legal voting age may be nomi-
nated to serve on the county committee.  Individuals may nominate 
themselves or others as candidates.  Also, organizations representing 
socially disadvantaged minorities and women farmers or ranchers 
may also nominate candidates.  The nomination form, FSA-669A, is 
available at the county office or may be downloaded from http://
w w w . f s a . u s d a . g o v / F S A / w e b a p p ?
area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=cce.   

To be valid, the nomination form must be signed by the person being 
nominated, indicating agreement to serve if elected.   The completed 
nomination form must be returned to the county office by the close of 
business on Aug. 3, or postmarked by midnight Aug. 3, 2009.  

Voting 
Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 6, and must be 
returned to the county office by the close of business on Dec. 7, or 
postmarked by midnight Dec. 7, 2009.  Agricultural producers of legal 
voting age can vote if they participate or cooperate in any FSA pro-
gram. A person who is not of legal voting age but supervises and 
conducts the farming operations on an entire farm can also vote.  No 
one can be denied the right to vote because of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation 
or marital or family status. 
 

Candidate Eligibility 
To hold office as a county committee member, a person must meet 
the basic eligibility criteria: 
 Participate or cooperate in a program administered by FSA 
 Be eligible to vote in a county committee election 
 Reside in the LAA in which the person is a candidate 
Not have been: 
 Removed or disqualified from the office of county committee 

member, alternate or employee 
 Removed for cause from any public office or have been con-

victed of fraud, larceny, embezzlement or any other felony 
 Dishonorably discharged from any branch of the armed services. 

 

       For additional clarification about county committee elections, 
contact your local county office staff. 

County Committee Elections CRP Management Reminder 
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CRP Producers are reminded that the non-
disturbance period to protect the habitat of 
ground nesting birds begins May 1 and extends 
through July 15.  This means that no activity 
can be conducted on CRP during this time 
period including mowing, weed control, and 
management practices.  If there is a severe 
noxious weed problem in the field, producers 
can request approval from the County Commit-
tee to spot treat.  As of July 16, permitted activ-
ity may resume.   

Certain CRP acreages can be hayed or grazed 
every third year by filing a request at the FSA 
office prior to haying or grazing and paying 25% 
of the CRP rental rate fee.  

If you participated in the Critical Use Feed Pro-
gram in 2008, you are restricted from haying or 
grazing any acreage in that field or at a mini-
mum twice the acreage actually hayed or 
grazed for the standard three year period.   

CRP Mid-Contact Management Practices that 
may begin on July 16 are disking, burning warm 
season grass, and spraying warm season 
grass.   

Please contact the office if you have any 
questions concerning management and op-
eration of your CRP acreage. 

Most Farm Service Agency programs require 
compliance with sodbuster and swampbuster 
provisions. These provisions require producers 
to follow an approved conservation system on 
all highly erodible land planted to an annual 
crop as determined by the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. 

 Be sure to have determinations made on any 
new land you plan to plant to annual crops. If 
you plan to plant a different crop on your cur-
rent cropland, check with NRCS to assure the 
new crop will qualify under your conservation 
system. 

Swampbuster provisions state that converting 
a wetland to make possible the planting of a 
crop will result in the loss of all USDA benefits. 
To avoid this possibility it is strongly recom-
mended that producers check with NRCS be-
fore starting  work in your fields. 

Sodbuster / Swampbuster Provisions 
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Wanna Save Time at FSA? 

Nodaway County Farm Service Agency 

Nodaway County FSA 
502 W. South Hills Dr. 
Suite 104 
Maryville, MO 64468 

Interested in possibly saving a significant amount of time during 
your next visit to the FSA office?  Call in advance to schedule an 
appointment. 

Everyone knows that time is money!  So prior to your next visit to 
the office to sign up for DCP, ACRE, report your crops or com-
plete your eligibility documentation call ahead to schedule an 
appointment.   

Since the new farm bill requires that each producer completes 
all new eligibility and payment limitation forms, the sign up and 
reporting process can be quite timely this year.  The office will 

still take walk in traffic as we always 
have but producers with appointments 
will be given first priority.   

While making your appointment please 
inform us of any changes or updates to 
your operation from the previous year.  
This will allow us to further prepare for 
your arrival and reduce your time spent 
in the office.  Just call 660-582-7423 to 
set up your time saving appointment. Time is Money!! 

PRESORTED STANDARD 
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Dates to Remember 
 June 30—Last day to re-

port Wheat and other 
small grains 

 July 3—Office Closed in 
observance of Independ-
ence Day 

 July 7—Farm Program 
Info meetings at Service 
Center 

 July 16th—Start Date for 
Mid-Contract Manage-
ment Disking of CRP 

 July 31—Last date to 
timely report Spring 
Planted Crops & CRP 

 August 14—Deadline to 
sign-up for ACRE & DCP 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, 
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative 

means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, 
D.C., 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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