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Dead Line for Crop Reporting is Coming Soon

The annual requirement of reporting crops to the FSA office can be referred to as
crop reporting, acreage reporting, or crop certification. No matter what it’s called,
filing an accurate and timely report for all crops and land uses, including failed
acreage, is imperative to remain eligible for benefits to a variety of FSA pro-
grams. All cropland on the farm must be reported to receive benefits from the Di-
rect and Counter-cyclical Program, Marketing Assistance Loans, and Loan Defi-
ciency Payments to name a few. The certification form FSA-578, Report of Acre-
age, must account for all cropland on a farm, whether idle or planted. The pro-
ducer certification deadline for fall and spring-seeded small grains is June
30, and the final reporting date for CRP, NAP, and all other crops is July 31
(NAP crops must be reported by the final reporting date or 15 days before har-
vest).

CRP & NAP Certification Conservation Reserve Program and Non-insured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) acreage must be reported to receive an-
nual CRP rental payments or to remain compliant with NAP regulations.

Prevented Planting: Prevented planting is to be reported no later than 15 calen-
dar days after the final planting date of the prevented crop. Nodaway County final
planting dates are: Corn—May 25; Soybeans—June 15; Grain Sorghum—IJune
20. Prevented Planting reports may be reported after the 15th day but they will
require a paid for farm visit to verify the acreage.

Failed Acreage: Reports of failed acreage must be filed before disposition of the
crop, and producers must be able to establish to the satisfaction of the COC that
the crop failed and was prevented from being replanted through the normal plant-
ing period because of natural disaster conditions.
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County Committee Election Nominations

The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA)
county committee starts with the nomination of eligible candidates. To
become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign nomination form FSA-
669A. The form includes a statement that the nominee agrees to serve if
elected. This form is available at USDA Service Centers and online at:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA File/
fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf

Nomination forms for the 2010 election must be postmarked or received
in the local USDA Service Center by close of business on Aug. 2, 2010.
Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in an FSA program
may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee. Individuals
may nominate themselves or others as a candidate. Additionally, organiza-
tions representing minority and women farmers or ranchers may nominate
candidates. Nomination forms are filed for the county committee of the
office that administers a producer’s farm records. In 2010, the area that
will be up for election will include the townships of Independence, Jack-
son and Polk in Nodaway County.

Transition Incentives Program

The Transition Incentives Program (TIP) was created to encourage retired or re-

tiring owners or operators to transition their Conservation Reserve Program

(CRP) acres to beginning or socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers. TIP sign

up began on May 17, 2010. If all program requirements are met, TIP provides

annual rental payments to the retiring farmer for up to two additional years after

the date of the expiration of the CRP contract, provided the transition is not to a

family member. To be eligible, TIP requires that the retired or retiring farmer or

rancher:

o Have land enrolled in CRP that is in the last year of the contract.

e Agree to allow the beginning or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher
make conservation and land improvements.

o Agree to sell, or have a contract to sell, or agree to long-term lease (a mini-
mum of 5 years) the land under CRP contract to a beginning or socially dis-
advantaged farmer or rancher by Oct. 1 of the year the CRP contract expires.

Generally, TIP only applies to contracts that expire on September 30, 2010, or

later. However, retired or retiring owners or operators with CRP contracts that

expired on September 30, 2008, and September 30, 2009, may be eligible to en-

roll in TIP pro-vided all of the following apply:

e The land has not been sold or leased before signing a CRP-TIP Contract

e Producers are otherwise eligible under TIP provisions

e The conservation plan is modified to require sustainable grazing or crop
production methods.

To learn more about this program, producers interested in applying and partici-
pating in TIP should visit their USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) county Of-
fice or www.fsa.usda.gov.
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Meet The New FSA
Student Intern

James Fisher is the new
Nodaway County Farm
Service Agency summer
intern. He is from Savannah,
Missouri where he and his
father and mother, Regan
and Roxanne and brother,
Mike have a row crop and
Angus cow-calf operation. He
is currently attending
Northwest Missouri  State
University where he is about
to enter his senior year.
While at Northwest, he has
been president of collegiate
FFA and a member of Phi
Sigma Kappa Fraternity as
well as the new Northwest
College Bass team. He
plans to graduate in the
spring of 2011 with a double
major in Animal Science and
Agriculture Business. From
there he plans to master in
Agriculture Business and is
still looking into what the
future holds upon completion
of graduate school.

Welcome aboard, James!
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Payment Limitations

Anyone who plans to participate in 2010 programs is required to submit a completed CCC-902, CCC-926,
and CCC-901, if applicable, for payment eligibility and payment limitation purposes. The form used prior to
2009 was named CCC-502.
Contributions
All partners, stockholders, or members with an ownership interest in the legal entity must make a contribu-
tion, whether compensated or not compensated, for active--*
* Personal labor,
* Active personal management,
» Or a combination of active personal labor and active personal management to the farming opera-
tion;
*Note: there are exceptions for spouses.

Limitation
Person or Legal Entity Payment Limitations
(in Dollars)
Program Payment Type 2010/2011/2012 |1/ Under ACRE, this amount
- will be a combined limitation
Commodity Programs for counter-cyclical and ACRE
Counter-cyclical and Average Crop Revenue Election 65,000 1/ pa}{ments. If a person ot 1.e gal
entity has a direct or indirect
Direct payments on covered commodities except peanuts 40,000 2/ Interest H.l p ayI_lien‘Fs earned on .a
farm participating in ACRE, this
Conservation Programs limitation will reflect an in-
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental pay- 50.000 crease for the amount that direct
ment. ’ payments are reduced.
Cost Conservation Stewardship Program (CSTP) for FY 200.000 2/ If the person or legal entity
2009-2012 ’ has a direct or indirect interest
in payments earned on a farm
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) FY 300,000 that is in ACRE, this limitation
will reflect a 20 percent reduc-
Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) 50,000 tion in direct payments on each
Disaster Assistance Programs far that is participating in
ACRE.
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and
Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP); Livestock Forage Disaster Pro- 100.000 Additional information on pay-
gram (LFP); Livestock Indemnity Program ’ ment limitations is available at
(LIP);Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE) FSA county offices or online at:
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 100,000 www.fsa.usda.gov
Tree Assistance Program (TAP) 100,000

Emergency Conservation Program—E(P

The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) was established to help producers rehabilitate farmlands that are
damaged by natural disasters. The recent heavy rains and flooding throughout the region are potential causes
to install the program again in 2010. FSA is currently in the process of evaluating the need for the program
this year. If you have sustained damage from debris or sediment to flooded bottom ground or damage to con-
servation structures it is imperative you report it to our office as soon as possible. Furthermore, if you have
sustained damage it must be evaluated by an FSA official to determine eligibility for ECP benefits before any
restoration work begins. Completing work before an evaluation will lead to ineligibility of the program.
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CRP General Sign Up Expected

FSA anticipates conducting a general sign up for CRP sometime
later this summer. At this time no details have been published
but it is expected that current contracts that expire this Septem-
ber along with eligible crop acres will be allowed to make an
offer to enroll. Producers are reminded that land must be physi-
cally capable of being cropped to be offered for CRP. When
more details become available they will be passed along.

CRP Management Provisions

CRP contracts with grass cover practices that were enrolled prior
to the 26th sign-up (5/5/03) were allowed to mow up to 1/2 of
each field each year between July 16 and August 15 via provi-
sions found in the Compliance Plan of Operation (CPO). Mow-
ing outside of this time frame is prohibited with out written con-
sent of the FSA County Committee. Contracts that began with
or after the 26th sign-up have Mid-Contract Management
(MCM) guidelines in their CPO that include burning, strip disk-
ing, and spraying. MCM’s can vary depending on which prac-
tice is chosen. Contact the office for more information on your

@’ contracts and its CPO or MCM guidelines. J

\_

( Dates to Remember \

June 30—Final reporting
date for Fall and Spring-
seeded Small Grains
(wheat)

July 5—Fourth of July
Holiday observed,
County offices closed

July 31—Final Reporting
Date for CRP, NAP, and
all other crops (corn,
soybeans)

Continuing:

« Continuous Con-
servation Reserve
Program (CRP)

« Farm Storage
Facility Loans y

provider and employer.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Inde-
pendence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity
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