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CRP General Sign-up  
Begins March 14th 

 

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is offer-
ing a general sign-up period from March 14, 2011 
through April 15, 2011. This is the second con-
secutive year that USDA has offered a general CRP 
sign-up. CRP acreage expiring 9/30/2011 is eligible 
to be re-offered, as well as land being enrolled for 
the first time. 
 

CRP is a voluntary program that helps agricultural 
producers use environmentally sensitive land for 
conservation benefits. Producers enrolled in CRP 
plant long-term, resource-conserving covers to con-
trol soil erosion, improve water and air quality and 
develop wildlife habitat. 
 

Landowners enrolled in the CRP program receive 
annual rental payments and cost-share assistance to 
establish long-term, resource conserving covers on 
eligible farmland. Land that is not currently en-
rolled in CRP can be offered during sign-up if all 
eligibility requirements are met. CRP participants 
with contracts expiring this fall can make new con-
tract offers during the sign-up period. Contracts 
awarded during this general signup will become 
effective October 1st. 
For more information, or to make an appointment, 
please contact the Nodaway county office at 660-
582-7423 or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/crp .  

Things You Should Know 
 

 CRP General Sign Up Announced.  FSA will begin a general CRP sign up starting 
March 14th and running until April 15th.  If interested please call for an appointment. 

 Direct & Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) and the Average Crop Revenue Election 
Program (ACRE) sign up is under way.  Now is a great time for producers to come in 
and get signed up for the 2011 program.  Both programs require the signing of an annual 
contract.  The deadline to sign up again this year is June 1, 2011. 

 The 2009 Supplemental Revenue Election Program (SURE) sign up also under way.  
If your operation in 2009 had a 10% or greater loss on any one crop and you had CAT 
level or better crop insurance on all crops of economic significance you may be eligible 
for SURE benefits.  Sign up deadline is July 29, 2011. 

 Non-Insured Crop Acreage Program (NAP) and Federal Crop Insurance enroll-
ment deadline fast approaching.  The deadline to enroll in the NAP program or to pur-
chase FCIC insurance is March 15th.  Make sure that all economically significant crops 
in your operation are covered to remain eligible for FSA disaster programs. 

SURE Signup 
 

Signup for the 2009 Supplemental Revenue As-
sistance Program (SURE) began Jan. 10, 2011, 
and ends July 29, 2011. SURE provides benefits 
for 2008 - 2011 crop year farm revenue losses 
due to natural disasters.  A farm enrolled in 
SURE may be eligible for benefits when either: 
 

 farms in counties with Secretarial disaster 
declarations, including contiguous counties, 
have incurred crop production or quality 
losses, or both, and includes all crops grown 
by a producer nationwide, except grazed 
crops. 

 

 any farm in which, for the crop year, the 
actual production of the farm because of 
disaster related conditions is 50% or less 
than normal production of the operation.  

 

 
 

October, 2010 1.89 “ 

November, 2010 1.97” 

December, 2010 0.15” 

January, 2011 0.65” 

Nodaway County Rainfall Amounts 

February, 2011 0.67” 

Total 5.33” 
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DCP/ ACRE Signup &  
Advance Payments 

 

Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and Countercyclical 
Program (DCP) or ACRE has begun and will con-
tinue through June 1, 2011. Advance payments of 
22% on the 2011 DCP program are available at the 
time of sign up. The remainder will be issued after 
October 1, 2011. 
 
Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates 
established by statute regardless of market prices.  
DCP contract signatures for enrollment are due by 
the signup deadline of June 1, 2011. For more infor-
mation producers can contact their local FSA office. 
 
 

The ACRE Option 
 

The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) pro-
gram provides a safety net based on state revenue 
losses and acts in place of the price-based safety net 
of counter-cyclical payments under DCP. A farm's 
payment is based on a revenue guarantee calculated 
using a 5-year average state yield and the most recent 
2-year national price for each eligible commodity.   
An ACRE payment is issued when both the state and 
the farm have incurred a revenue loss.  
 

 Conservation Loan Program 
 

The Farm Service Agency makes and guarantees 
conservation loans on farms and ranches to help 
conserve our natural resources. The Conservation 
Loan (CL) Program provides farmers with the credit 
necessary to implement conservation measures on 
their land.  The direct CL’s loan limit is up to 
$300,000 and guaranteed CL’s up to $1,119,000 
(amount adjusted for inflation), may be available by 
applying with lenders working with FSA to obtain a 
guarantee. Conservation practices must be approved 
by NRCS before FSA can provide financing. Pro-
ducers who do not currently have an existing conser-
vation plan should visit NRCS to develop one prior 
to requesting Conservation Loan Program 
assistance. Examples of conservation practices in-
clude installation of conservation structures; estab-
lishment of forest cover; installation of water conser-
vation measures; establishment or improvement of 
permanent pastures; transitioning to organic produc-
tion; manure management, including manure diges-
tion systems; etc. 
 

NAP Coverage Deadline 
 

The noninsured crop disaster assistance program 
(NAP) is a federally funded program that helps pro-
ducers reduce their risk when growing food and fiber 
crops, specialty crops and crops for livestock feed.  
March 15, 2011, is the application closing date.    

These benefits are only available for crops for which 
the catastrophic level of crop insurance is not avail-
able for the crop.  NAP is not available for crops 
when the Risk Management Agency (RMA) offers 
coverage for the crop in the county. An example 
could be that RMA offers coverage for corn in the 
county and special provisions state that the crop must 
be irrigated. Since corn is covered in the county, 
NAP cannot be offered on non-irrigated corn.  

Production records for all crops must be reported to 
FSA no later than the final acreage reporting date for 
the crop for the following year.  FSA requires that 
any production reported in a loss year be verifiable 
according to Agency specifications. NAP Losses 
must be reported within 15 days of a disaster event 
or the date the loss becomes apparent.   
Be advised, March 15 is also the final day to pur-
chase Federal crop insurance for spring seeded 
crops.

 

Commodity Loans  1.250% 

Farm Operating Loan—Direct 2.500% 

Farm Ownership Loan—Direct 4.875% 

Limited Resource Loan 5.000% 

Farm Ownership Down Payment Loan 
(Beginning Farmer or Rancher) 

1.500% 

Emergency Loan 3.750% 

Farm Storage Facility Loan—7 year 2.875% 

Farm Storage Facility Loan—10 year 3.500% 

Farm Storage Facility Loan—12 year 3.875% 

Selected Interest Rates 
March 2011  

Commodity Loans  1.250% 

Farm Operating Loan—Direct 2.500% 

Farm Ownership Loan—Direct 4.875% 

Limited Resource Loan 5.000% 

Farm Ownership Down Payment Loan 
(Beginning Farmer or Rancher) 

1.500% 

Emergency Loan 3.750% 

Farm Storage Facility Loan—7 year 2.875% 

Farm Storage Facility Loan—10 year 3.500% 

Farm Storage Facility Loan—12 year 3.875% 

Selected Interest Rates 
March 2011  
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Agriculture Secretary Vilsack  
Announces Process to Resolve  

Discrimination Claims of Hispanic 
and Women Farmers 

 

As part of continued efforts to close the chapter on 
allegations that discrimination occurred at USDA in 
past decades, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 
has announced the establishment of a process to 
resolve the claims of Hispanic and women farmers 
and ranchers who assert that they were discrimi-
nated against when seeking USDA farm loans.  The 
claims process offers a streamlined alternative to 
litigation and provides at least $1.33 billion in com-
pensation, plus up to $160 million in farm debt re-
lief, to eligible Hispanic and women farmers and 
ranchers. This announcement follows the Obama 
Administration's settlement of longstanding litiga-
tion brought by African American farmers and Na-
tive American farmers.  
 

In conjunction with this announcement, USDA is 
launching an outreach effort to potential claimants 
that will include a call center for farmers and ranch-
ers, a website, public service announcements, and 
in-person meetings around the country. Individuals 
interested in participating in the claims process may 
register to receive a claims package, or may obtain 
m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  b y  v i s i t i n g 
www.farmerclaims.gov.  
 

Beginning February 25, 2011, individuals can regis-
ter to receive a claims package by calling the 
Farmer and Rancher Call Center at 1-888-508-
4429. USDA cannot provide legal advice to poten-
tial claimants. Persons seeking legal advice may 
contact a lawyer or other legal services provider.  

Farm Loan Programs 
 

The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing 
family farmers with loans to meet their farm credit 
needs. If you are having trouble getting the credit you 
need for your farm, or regularly borrow from FSA, di-
rect and guaranteed loans are currently available. Ask 
your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if you’ve had a 
setback and your lender is reluctant to extend or renew 
your loan. Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans 
may be obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to 
$300,000. Guaranteed loans can reach a maximum in-
debtedness of $1,119,000. Producers are encouraged to 
apply early so that a loan can be processed and funded in 
a timely manner. To find out more about FSA loan pro-
grams, contact the county office staff. 
 

Farm Storage Facility 
Loan Program 

 

The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program 
allows producers of eligible commodities to obtain 
low‐interest financing to build or upgrade farm stor-
age and handling facilities. The maximum principal 
amount of a loan through FSFL is $500,000. Partici-
pants are required to provide a minimum down pay-
ment of 15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for 
the remaining 85 percent of the net cost of the eligi-
ble storage facility and permanent drying and han-
dling equipment. Loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are 
available depending on the amount of the loan. 
Fixed interest rates for each term may be different 
and are based on the rate which CCC borrows from 
the Treasury Department. The final fund disburse-
ment will be made when all construction is com-
pleted. Applications for FSFL must be submitted to 
the FSA county office that maintains the farm's re-
cords. An FSFL must be approved before any site 
preparation or construction can begin. 
 

For more information on the FSFL program contact 
your local FSA office. 
 

USDA Weather Variance 
 

During the 2010 growing season, many areas of 
Missouri received excessive rainfall amounts. 
Nearly every county in northern Missouri received 
7” or more rainfall than normal. Farmers were 
forced to complete harvest under extreme wet con-
ditions. The excessive moisture caused rutted fields 
and loss of residue. Operators will have to decide 
how to maintain their approved conservation system 
during planting season. The NRCS District Conser-
vationist can grant a temporary variance for 2011 
due to excessive rainfall. This variance allows farm-
ers to restore affected areas to prevent conditions 
prior to planting and to avoid noncompliance. All 
tracts granted this variance will be placed on the 
2012 compliance review list. It is very important 
that the NRCS office is notified prior to beginning 
intended field work. 
 

Annie’s Project 
 

Randa Doty, Agricultural Business Specialist with 
the Nodaway County CPD, has begun leading an 
Annie’s Project class. Annie’s Project is a program 
targeting women who would like to learn more 
about the business side of farming.  If you are inter-
ested in the class please contact Randa at the Uni-
versity of Missouri Extension office at 660-582-
8101. 

http://www.farmerclaims.gov�


CCC-927 OR CCC-928  
Must be Sent to IRS 

 

Producers who participated in 2009 or 2010 pro-
grams subject to adjusted gross income limita-
tions (AGI) had to certify compliance with AGI 
rules. The average AGI verification process for 
2009 and 2010 payment eligibility requires all 
program participants to provide written consent 
to IRS for the disclosure of certain information to 
FSA. On October 6, 2010, a letter was mailed to 
producers who have not submitted: 
 

CCC‐927: “Consent to Disclosure of Tax Infor-
mation‐Individual” and CCC‐928: “Consent to 
Disclosure of Tax Information‐Legal Entity” 
 

Individuals and legal entities, including members 
of legal entities, that certified to average AGI 
compliance for 2009 and/or 2010 payment eligi-
bility must submit a completed CCC‐927 or CCC
‐928 to IRS regardless of whether they received 
program benefits directly or as a member of a 
joint operation or entity. These forms must be 
submitted to IRS in order to avoid a demand for 
refund of program payments and benefits re-
ceived. 
 

A 927/928 must also be filed for the 2011 crop 
year before program payments can be made. 
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Dates to Remember 

March 14 CRP General Sign Up begins 

March 15 
NAP Application Closing Date 
for Forage Crops and Others 

March 15 
Final date to purchase Federal 
Crop Insurance on 2011 spring 
crops 

March 31 
Final date to obtain a commodity 
loan on 2010 crop year small 
grains (wheat, oats, etc) 

April 15 CRP General Sign Up ends 

May 31 
Final date to obtain a commodity 
loan on 2010 crop year spring 
seeded crops (corn, soybeans, etc) 

Continues 
Continuous Conservation  
Reserve Program. 

Continues Farm Storage Facility Loan  
Program. 

June 1 DCP / ACRE sign up ends 

June 30 Final day to report 2011 small 
grains (wheat, oats, etc) 

July 29 Final Day to apply for 2009 
SURE 

July 29 Final Day to report all spring 
seeded crops and CRP 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimi-
nation, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary 
for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, 
or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 
(English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh�
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