Nodaway County
FSA Office

502 W. South Hills Dr.
Maryville, MO 64468

660-582-7423 phone
660-582-8366 fax

Hours
Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

April 2011

County Office Staff

Tim Dreier
County Executive
Director

Charlotte Holeman
Farm Loan Manager

Tom Shelton
Farm Loan Officer

Marianne Adkins
Teresa Blackford
Marilyn Buhman
Judy Fast

Tammy Luke

Renee Schrader
Program Technicians

Andrew Lance
Field Assistant

Joyce Ecker
Richard Fletchall
Larry Tobin
County Committee

County Committee
meets 4th Wednesday
each month @ 1:00pm

Visit our Website at:
www.fsa.usda.gov/mo

UsDA FGA

Things You Should Know

NEWSLETT

e CRP General Sign Up Ends April 15th. FSA began a general CRP sign up on March
14th and it will end on April 15th. The sign up is for any new cropland or existing CRP
acreage that will expire this September 30th. If interested please call for an appointment.

o Direct & Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) and the Average Crop Revenue Election
Program (ACRE) sign up is under way. Now is a great time for producers to come in
and get signed up for the 2011 program. Both programs require the signing of an annual
contract. Come in and get your paperwork completed before you get extra busy in the
fields! The deadline to sign up again this year is June 1, 2011.

e The 2009 Supplemental Revenue Election Program (SURE) sign up also under way.
If your operation in 2009 had a 10% or greater loss on any one crop and you had CAT
level or better crop insurance on all crops of economic significance you may be eligible
for SURE benefits. Sign up deadline is July 29, 2011.

CRP General Sign Up

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is
offering a general signup period from March
14, 2011 through April 15, 2011. This is the
second consecutive year that USDA has of-
fered a general CRP signup.

Landowners enrolled in the CRP program re-
ceive annual rental payments and cost-share
assistance to establish long-term, resource
conserving covers on eligible farmland. Land
that is not currently enrolled in CRP can be
offered during sign-up if all eligibility require-
ments are met. CRP participants with con-
tracts expiring this fall can make new contract
offers during the signup period.

Contracts awarded during this general signup
will become effective October 1, 2011. For
more information, please contact the No-
daway County Office at 660-582-7423 or visit
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.

Farmr(]grams

FARM SERVICE AGENCY

DCP Signup & Advance
Payments

Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) has begun and will
continue through June 1, 2011. Advance
payments of 22% on the 2011 DCP program
are available. The remaining 78% of your
DCP payment will be issued after October
1, 2011. Eligible producers receive direct
payments at rates established by statute re-
gardless of market prices. DCP contract
signatures for enrollment are due by the
signup deadline of June 1, 2011. For more
information producers can contact their lo-
cal FSA office.

The ACRE Option
The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE)

program provides a safety net based on state
revenue losses and acts in place of the price-
based safety net of counter-cyclical payments
under DCP. A farm's payment is based on a reve-
nue guarantee calculated using a 5-year average
state yield and the most recent 2-year national
price for each eligible commodity. An ACRE
payment is issued when both the state and the

farm have incurred a revenue loss.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crp�

FSA eAlerts

Missouri FSA introduces FSA eAlerts—a new
way to receive FSA program reminders via e-
mail or text. You can sign up for eAlerts at
your County Office and choose
whether you would like to receive
information via e-mail, text or both.
If you elect to receive information by
text, remember standard text messag-
ing rates apply. Consult with your
cellular carrier to discuss your text
plan details. You can opt out of re-
ceiving FSA eAlerts at any time.

You will still receive your FSA newsletter, but
Missouri FSA will discontinue sending postcard
reminders for upcoming sign ups and deadlines.
FSA eAlerts are provided as an
additional service to Missouri
FSA producers. Always refer to
your county office newsletter for
program information and book-
mark www.fsa.usda.gov/mo to
check back frequently for pro-
gram deadlines and information.

SURE Signup

Signup for the 2009 Supplemental Revenue As-
sistance Program (SURE) began Jan. 10, 2011,
and ends July 29, 2011. SURE provides bene-
fits for 2008 - 2011 crop year farm revenue
losses due to natural disasters. A farm enrolled
in SURE may be eligible for benefits when ei-
ther:

o farms in counties with Secretarial disaster
declarations, including contiguous counties,
have incurred crop production or quality
losses, or both, and includes all crops grown
by a producer nationwide, except grazed
crops.

e any farm in which, for the crop year, the ac-
tual production of the farm because of disas-
ter related conditions is less that 50% or less
than normal production of the farm.

Nodaway County received the Secretarial disas-
ter declaration in 2009 for SURE purposes. If
your operation in 2009 had a 10% or greater
loss on any one crop and you had CAT level or
better crop insurance on all crops of economic
significance you may be eligible for SURE
benefits. Contact the office for details.

Join USDA and FSA in Celebrating
Earth Day 2011

April 22 marks Earth Day 2011. In recognition
of the power of millions of individual actions,
Earth Day 2011 will be organized around A Bil-
lion Acts of Green®: Per-
sonal, organizational and cor-
porate pledges to live and act
sustainably. The first Earth
Day was celebrated on April
22, 1970. The passage of the
landmark Clean Air Act,
Clean Water Act, Endan-
gered Species Act and many
other groundbreaking environmental laws soon
followed. The Earth Day Network (EDN) works
with over 22,000 partners in 192 countries and
more than 1 billion people now participate in
Earth Day activities each year, making it the
largest civic observance in the world. For more
information about Earth Day, visit
www.earthday.org

Continuous CRP Practices
Available

In addition to the CRP general sign up that is
currently underway at FSA offices producers can
also take advantage of the Continuous CRP Pro-
gram. Environmentally sensitive acreage quali-
fying for enrollment through the Continuous
CRP program may be offered anytime during the
year. These environmentally-targeted programs
remain funded, and continue to provide height-
ened environmental benefits for selected areas.
Contact your FSA office for details.

Remember Hay Net

Producers are encouraged to use Hay Net on the
FSA website (http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet).
This online service allows producers with hay
and those who need hay to post ads so they can
make connections. Hay Net is a popular site for
farmers and ranchers who have

an emergency need, such as the

one caused by the wintery con-

ditions of the previous few

months. Individual ads can be @

posted free of charge by pro- —
ducers who complete a simple m
online registration form the

first time they use the site.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mo�
http://www.earthday.org�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet�

Agriculture Secretary Vilsack
Announces Process to Resolve
Discrimination Claims of
Hispanic and Women Farmers

As part of continued efforts to close the chap-
ter on allegations that discrimination occurred
at USDA in past decades, Agriculture Secre-
tary Tom Vilsack and Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Tony West today announced the estab-
lishment of a process to resolve the claims of
Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers
who assert that they were discriminated
against when seeking USDA farm loans. The
claims process offers a streamlined alternative
to litigation and provides at least $1.33 billion
in compensation, plus up to $160 million in
farm debt relief, to eligible Hispanic and
women farmers and ranchers. This announce-
ment follows the Obama Administration's set-
tlement of longstanding litigation brought by
African American farmers and Native Ameri-
can farmers.

In conjunction with this announcement,
USDA is launching an outreach effort to po-
tential claimants that will include a call center
for farmers and ranchers, a website, public
service announcements, and in-person meet-
ings around the country. Individuals interested
in participating in the claims process may reg-
ister to receive a claims package, or may ob-
tain more information, by visiting
www.farmerclaims.gov.

Beginning February 25, 2011, individuals can
register to receive a claims package by calling
the Farmer and Rancher Call Center at 1-888-
508-4429. USDA cannot provide legal advice
to potential claimants. Persons seeking legal
advice may contact a lawyer or other legal
services provider.

USDA

= Farm Service Agency

Actively Engaged

USDA has amended the rules that govern the re-
quirements to be 'actively engaged' in farming.
These rules apply to eligibility for payments under
the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) or
Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) program
administered by FSA. Normally the stockholder or
a member of a legal entity must make contribu-
tions of active personal labor and/or active personal
management for the farming operation. The contri-
butions are to be performed on a regular basis,
must be identifiable, and separate from the contri-
butions of others. The exception to this rule for a
stockholder or member of a legal entity only occurs
when both of the following apply:

e At least half of the interest in the legal entity is
held by stockholders or members who are pro-
viding active personal labor or active personal
management; and

o The total direct payments received by the legal
entity and each of the members can’t exceed
$40,000.

Adjusted Gross Income

USDA has a Memorandum of Understanding with
the Internal Revenue Service to establish an elec-
tronic information exchange process for verifying
compliance with the adjusted gross income (AGI)
provisions for farm programs. Written consent will
be required from each producer or payment recipi-
ent for the tax review process. No actual tax data
will be included in the report that IRS sends to
FSA.

The agreement ensures that payments are not is-
sued to producers whose AGI exceeds certain lim-
its. The limits set in the 2008 Farm Bill are
$500,000 nonfarm average AGI for commodity and
disaster programs; $750,000 farm average AGI for
direct payments; and $1 million nonfarm average
AGI for conservation programs.

Participants in CCC programs subject to average
AGI rules must submit form CCC-927 (Individual)
and/or CCC-928 (Legal Entity) to the Internal
Revenue Service to avoid interruption of program
benefits. These forms may be obtained from local
FSA and NRCS offices or online at:
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainservlet.
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimi-
nation, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410,
or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642
(English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).
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