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UsDA FGA

Info to “Be in the Know”

NEWSLETT

e Direct & Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) and the Average Crop Revenue Election
Program (ACRE) sign up deadline in June 1. Both programs require the signing of an
annual contract and the June 1 deadline is fast approaching.

o The 2009 Supplemental Revenue Election Program (SURE) sign up also under way.
If your operation in 2009 had a 10% or greater loss on any one crop and you had CAT
level or better crop insurance on all crops of economic significance you may be eligible
for SURE benefits. Sign up deadline is July 29, 2011.

e Crop Reporting—Crops reports are required for most all FSA programs that producers
want to receive benefits from. The deadline to report crops in 2011 are:
e June 30—small grains like Wheat & Oats
e July 31—spring crops like Corn, Soybeans, Grain Sorghum, CRP, hay and pasture

DCP Signup & Advance
Payments

Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) has begun and will
continue through Jume 1, 2011. Advance
payments of 22% on the 2011 DCP program
are available. The remaining 78% of your
DCP payment will be issued after October 1,
2011. Eligible producers receive direct pay-
ments at rates established by statute regardless
of market prices. DCP contract signatures for
enrollment are due by the signup deadline of
June 1, 2011. For more information produc-
ers can contact their local FSA office.

The ACRE Option

The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE)
program provides a safety net based on state
revenue losses and acts in place of the price-
based safety net of counter-cyclical payments
under DCP. A farm's payment is based on a
revenue guarantee calculated using a 5-year
average state yield and the most recent 2-year
national price for each eligible commodity.
An ACRE payment is issued when both the
state and the farm have incurred a revenue loss.

2009 Crop Year SURE Signup

Signup for the 2009 Supplemental Revenue
Assistance Program (SURE) began Jan.
10, 2011, and ends July 29, 2011. SURE
provides benefits for 2008 - 2011 crop year
farm revenue losses due to natural disas-
ters. A farm enrolled in SURE may be eli-
gible for benefits when either:

o farms in counties with Secretarial disas-
ter declarations, including contiguous
counties, have incurred crop production
or quality losses, or both, and includes
all crops grown by a producer nation-
wide, except grazed crops.

e any farm in which, for the crop year,
the actual production of the farm be-
cause of disaster related conditions is
less that 50% or less than normal pro-
duction of the farm.

Nodaway County received the Secretarial
disaster declaration in 2009 for SURE pur-
poses. If your operation in 2009 had a 10%
or greater loss on any one crop and you had
CAT level or better crop insurance on all
crops of economic significance you may be
eligible for SURE benefits.



Conservation Reserve Program Updates

Mid-Contract Management (MCM)
Producers who have enrolled acreage in CRP since
the 26th sign up (2003), are required to complete a
round of MCM, per the guidelines of their conserva-
tion plan. MCM is typically completed in years three
to six of the CRP contract. Types of MCM include
chemical application, strip disking, and burning. Cost
share of 50% is available once the practice has been
completed and all bills are turned in to the office.

Be advised, in the past this office has contacted
producers by letter to inform them they have
MCM to complete during the year. Due to budg-
etary constraints we will no longer follow that pol-
icy. Producers should take care to ensure they
don’t miss any required MCM on their contract as
penalties are quite steep, ranging from $40 to $64
per acre.

If you have questions about your contract and its re-
quired mid-contract management please contact the
office.

2012 (& beyond) Expiring CRP Contracts
You may be aware that FSA has had two general sign
ups recently, the first in August 2010, and the second
this past mid-March to mid-April 2011. These were
the first general CRP sign ups FSA had offered since
2006. Both of these sign ups allowed producers who
had contracts that were going to expire that year on
September 30", to re-offer their acres. While this has
not been verified, it is assumed that there will be an-
other general sign up next spring that will allow con-
tracts expiring on September 30, 2012, to be re-
offered. Again, this is only an assumption, a_sign up
has not been announced.

During those last two general sign ups our office has
found numerous expiring CRP farms that had tree and
gully issues. For your CRP acreage to be eligible to
be offered if/when a sign up does become available it
must meet all CRP eligibility criteria. Trees and gul-
lies will not be eligible. Per paragraph 151 of Hand-
book 2-CRP, for land to be considered as eligible to
be offered into CRP it must “be physically capable of
being planted in a normal manner to an agricultural
commodity.” The Nodaway County Committee does
not consider CRP acreage with tree and gully issues
as being physically capable of being planted in a nor-
mal manner and as such will deem those acres ineligi-
ble to be re-offered.

Producers who have contracts that will expire in
2012 and beyond are encouraged to begin to evalu-
ate your acreage for potential issues. If you have
trees and/or gullies you should address them now.
The acreage must be “openly cropable” at the time
of re-offer or it will not be eligible. With new con-
tract rental rates from the last two general sign ups
averaging around $120 per acre it is imperative to
make sure your acreage is eligible to be re-offered.
Contact the office for more in-depth details.

Continuous CRP Practices Available

In addition to the general CRP sign ups that FSA
offices have completed recently producers can also
take advantage of the Continuous CRP Program.
Environmentally sensitive acreage qualifying for
enrollment through the Continuous CRP program
may be offered anytime during the year. These
environmentally-targeted programs remain funded,
and continue to provide heightened environmental
benefits for selected areas. Contact your FSA of-
fice for details.

CRP Transition Incentives
The Transition Incentives Program (TIP) sign-up is
underway. Through TIP, retired or retiring owners
or operators are encouraged to transition their Con-
servation Reserve Program (CRP) acres to begin-
ning or socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers.
TIP provides annual rental payments to the retiring
farmer for up to two additional years after the date
of the expiration of the CRP contract, provided the
transition is not to a family member. To be eligi-
ble, TIP requires that the retired or retiring farmer
or rancher:

e Have land enrolled in the Conservation Re-
serve Program (CRP) that is in the last year of
the contract.

e Agree to allow the beginning or socially disad-
vantaged farmer or rancher to make conserva-
tion and land improvements.

e Agree to sell, have a contract to sell, or a long-
term lease (a minimum of 5 years) the land un-
der CRP contract to a beginning or socially dis-
advantaged farmer or rancher by October 1st
of the year the CRP contract expires.

To learn more please contact your FSA County
Office or visit the web at www.fsa.usda.gov .
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FSA eAlerts

Missouri FSA introduces FSA eAlerts—a new way
to receive FSA program reminders via e-mail or
text. You can sign up for eAlerts at your County
Office and choose whether you would
like to receive information via e-mail,
text or both. If you elect to receive infor-

messaging rates apply. Consult with your
cellular carrier to discuss your text plan details.
You can opt out of receiving FSA eAlerts at any
time.

You will still receive your FSA news-
letter, but Missouri FSA will discon-
tinue sending postcard reminders for
upcoming sign ups and deadlines.
FSA eAlerts are provided as an addi-
tional service to Missouri FSA producers. Always
refer to your county office newsletter for program
information and bookmark www.fsa.usda.gov/mo
to check back frequently for program deadlines and
information.

Crop Reporting Deadlines

The deadline for reporting 2011 crops is June 30th
for small grains (wheat, oats) and July 31st for all
other crops (corn, soybeans, grain sorghum, CRP,
hay & pasture). Crop reports are required for most
FSA programs including CRP, DCP/ACRE, and
commodity loans. If not filed timely, a late-filing
fee of at least $46 per farm is required.

Prevented Planting

Prevented planting is to be reported no later than 15

calendar days after the final planting date. Filing an
accurate acreage report can prevent the loss of
benefits for a variety of programs.

Final Planting Dates for Nodaway County:
e Corn—May 25th

e Soybeans—June 15th

e Grain Sorghum—June 20th

Failed Acres

Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of
the disaster event and before disposition of the crop.
Producers must establish to the satisfaction of the
COC that the crop failed and was prevented from
being replanted through the normal planting period
because of natural disaster conditions. Failed acre-
age can be reported after it has been planted to an-
other crop if insurance verification is received by
the FSA office before the crop reporting deadline.

County Committee Nominations

County Committees (COC) are a critical component
of the operations of FSA. They direct the delivery of
FSA farm programs at the local level and

work within national guidelines to help {}
programs fit the needs of their communi- @
ties. Committee members provide gen- 5
eral oversight, review and act on ap-

peals from program participants, keep

the state FSA committee informed of issues in
their county, and provide a link between the Agency
and local producers.

From June 15 through August 1, 2011, FSA offices
will begin accepting nominations for candidates from
the Local Administrative Areas (LAA) holding this
year’s election. USDA and FSA is committed to in-
creasing the participation of all farmers including
women, minorities and beginning farmers. You may
nominate yourself or someone else as a candidate.

Candidates must:

e Be of legal voting age and have an interest in a
farm or ranch.

e Live or farm in the LAA holding the election.

o Participate in a program administered by FSA.

In 2011, the area up for election in Nodaway County
is LAA-2 which is made up of Atchison, Green, Hop-
kins, Lincoln, Nodaway, and Union townships. Joyce
Ecker currently represents this area but has reached
her term limits and will be ineligible to run again. If
you are from this area and know someone or even if
you would like to represent the area yourself please
contact the office to complete the nomination from
after June 15th. Check with the office for more info.

CCC-927 OR CCC-928
Must be Sent to IRS

Producers who participated in 2009, 2010 or 2011
programs are subject to adjusted gross income limita-
tions (AGI) had to certify compliance with AGI rules.
The average AGI verification process for payment
eligibility requires all program participants to provide
written consent to IRS for the disclosure of certain
information to FSA.

Changing Banks?

Almost all payments are made with

direct deposit. To prevent any delays

“» in FSA benefits reaching your ac-

" count, please notify the office staff
when you make banking changes.
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FSA Office and choose whether you would like to receive Dates to Remember
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closed article for complete details. Y

Final date to obtain a commodity loan

WOULD YOU LIKE TO GREATLY REDUCE YOUR | [Ma&y 31 jon 2010 crop year spring seeded crops
> , et
TIME SPENT IN THE FSA OFFICE? (corn, soybeans, etc) .
If so, please call 660-582-7423, ext 2 to schedule an appoint- June 1 DCP & ACRE enrollment deadline
ment prior to Visitir}g us! Scheduling appointments'a.llow.s us to Tune 30 Final day to report 2011 small grains
prepare for your arrival and greatly reduce your waiting time. u (wheat, oats, cfc)

July 4 Independence Day—office closed

. Deadline to submit 2010 production
DCP deadline—June 1 July 15 for farms enrolled in ACRE

July 29  |Final Day to apply for 2009 SURE
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t ‘ s ﬂ ‘ . Continuous Conservation Reserve
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de e “&\\ﬁ\‘oﬂ 3\9\ o '\“/7 (é 2 y Farm Storage Facility Loans 7-yr. 2.875%
v

.“1 &*‘“ci:;mo 6% o /&(ZL{ Farm Storage Facility Loan 10-yr. 3.500%
‘ot b\\c\“ o&\‘eQ(O ‘t"\//\@: ) Farm Storage Facility Loan 12-yr. 3.750%
/ X Commodity Loans 1996-Present 1.250%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimi-
nation, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410,
or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642
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