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Average Crop Revenue Election

At some point in recent conversation, the new ACRE program has probably come up.
While USDA works out the final details of the 2008 Farm Bill, many producers are
uncertain of what ACRE is all about, not to mention whether or not it is a good option
for their operation. ACRE works differently than programs authorized by previous farm
bills. For one thing, FSA cannot tell you what your payment will be. The calculations
can appear daunting and are contingent upon six variables; three of which will not be
known until after you have made your election decision. And if
In this issue your decision is to participate in ACRE, you live with it through the

) 2012 program year. This includes a 20 percent reduction in your WhOT a bOUT
Committee 2 direct payments, a 30 percent reduction in marketing loan rates, Th CIT

elections and no counter-cyclical payments. AC R E

Prevented 2 So what about that ACRE program? Why would anyone give up  [QIOJIrdim ®
planting/failed benefits in the other programs? ACRE provides revenue
acres

protection when national average prices and/or state and farm yields cause
revenue to fall below established benchmarks. It is possible that no payments will be

Disaster 3 issued to ACRE participants. However, it is also possible that ACRE payments will be
updates issued, and those payments could exceed the reductions.
New loan 4

The choice to participate in ACRE is one that only you can make, and it is important to
repayment rate make an informed decision. The Food and Agriculture Policy Research Institute
calculations (FAPRI) has a calculator available for download on their website, fapri.missouri.edu. In
addition to FAPRI, other universities and organizations also have calculators available.

ACRE sign-up is now available at FSA county offices. The deadline for both the 2009
ACRE election/enrollment and the 2009 DCP sign-up is August 14, 2009. If you have
already enrolled in DCP for 2009, you may still elect and enroll in ACRE for 2009. Or if
you have not decided about ACRE, you can sign-up for DCP now, receive the 22
percent advance on your direct payment, and still elect and enroll in ACRE, prior to
August 14. USDA has announced there will not be a late filing period for either
program after August 14, 2009.

For more detailed information, contact your FSA office. We will be happy to discuss
ACRE with you, but remember, we will not be able to make the decision for you.

Crop Reporting MO Reporting

Producers are required to file a FSA-578 Certification, (crop report), ‘Deadllnes
for the farm by the applicable final reporting date. Filing an accurate Small Grains June 30
and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed  A|| other crops  July 31
and prevented planted acres, is essential. A late filed FSA-578 can
be accepted when applicable late filing fees are assessed. If no FSA-
578 is filed, it could cause loss of program benefits in DCP, ACRE,
Marketing Assistance Loans, LDPs, and CRP.




DISTRICT 4 OFFICES

Jasper Grant - District Director
Cooper County - 660.882.5647

Prevented/Failed Acres
When the 2009 Farm Bill was passed, it brought about not only program

changes, but new programs available to producers. With the new programs,
such as ACRE and SURE, it is imperative that producers report their crops
timely and accurately. Two such reporting avenues are prevented planted
acres and failed acres. Prevented planted is the inability to plant the intended
crop by the final planting date because of a natural disaster. Failed acres are
timely planted with the intent to harvest but, because of disaster related
conditions, the crop could not be brought to harvest. In both cases, the
producer needs to report the acreage accurately and timely on the FSA-578,
and complete the CCC-576 Notice of Loss within 15 days of the final planting
date for the crop, accounting for all acreages involved.

Refer to page 1 of this newsletter for more information on crop reporting,
including deadlines.

County Committee Election

June 15 is the beginning of the nomination period for the FSA County
Committee (COC) election. To become a nominee, eligible individuals must
sign nomination form FSA-669A. This form is available at USDA Service
Centers or online at fsa.usda.gov under News & Events/County Committee
Elections. For 2009, nomination forms must be postmarked or received in the
local USDA Service Center by close of business on August 3, 2009.

Committees are a critical component of the operations of FSA. They help
deliver FSA farm programs at the local level. Farmers who serve on COCs help
with the decisions necessary to administer the programs in their counties. They
work to make FSA agricultural programs serve the needs of local producers.
The following Local Administrative Areas (LAAs) are holding elections in 2009:

COUNTY LAA TOWNSHIPS

Benton 3 North White, South White, West & East Williams north of Hwy 52
Carroll 1 Washington, Hill, Stokes Mound, Hurricane, Fairfield, Leslie, Van Horn
Chariton 1 Bee Branch, Cockrell, Wayland, Salisbury

Cooper 2 Blackwater, Boonville, Lamine, Saline

Henry 3 Tebo, Windsor, Deer Creek, Springfield, Bethlehem, Leesville, Osage
Howard 2 Chariton, Richmond

Johnson 2 Kingsville, Madison, Centerview, Warrensburg, Montserrat

Lafayette 3 Dover, Middleton, Davis

Pettis 1 Houstonia, Longwood, Blackwater, Hughesville, Heaths Creek, LaMonte
Randolph 2 Silver Creek, Moniteau, Prairie

Ray 1 Orrick, Camden, Southern Half Richmond

Saline 2 Grand Pass, Marshall, Miami

Annette Steelman - CED
535 N Hwy 65

Lincoln, MO 65338
660.547.2351
8:00-4:30 M-F

Charles Riley - CED
Annette Brandt - FLM
1405 Hwy 65 N, Suite A
Carrollton, MO 64633
660.542.8732
7:00-4:30 M-F

Julie Stoecklein - CED
Robert Hardwick - FLM
104 S JFK Ave
Keytesville, MO 65261
660.288.3279
7:45-4:30 M-F

Connie Gibson - CED
17066 Highway 87
Boonville, MO 65233
660.882.5647
8:00-4:30 M-F

William Spry - CED
1306 N 2nd Street
Clinton, MO 64735
660.885.5567
8:00-4:30 M-F

Brian McDonald - CED
743 State Route DD
Fayette, MO 65248
660.248.3384
7:45-4:30 M-F

Kyle Meyer - CED

727 PCA Road Suite A
Warrensburg, MO 64093
660.747.8400

7:30-4:30 M-F

Brian Bagnell

Acting CED/FLM

120 W 19th Street
Higginsville, MO 64037
660.584.8732
8:00-4:30 M-F

Jay O’Bannon - CED
Steven Lair - FLM
1407 W 32nd Street
Sedalia, MO 65301
660.826.3339
8:00-4:30 M-F

Eddie McKeown - CED
2995 County Rd 1325
Moberly, MO 65270
660.263.1169
8:00-4:30 M-F

Jarrell Foreman - CED
500 Wollard Blvd.
Richmond, MO 64085
816.776.5861
8:00-4:30 M-F

Jared Singer - CED
704 N Miami
Marshall, MO 65340
660.886.7447
7:45-4:30 M-F




2008 Buy-In and 2009 NAP Refunds

The 2008 Farm Bill created a program called Supplemental Revenue
Assistance Program (SURE). In order for producers to be eligible for
the 2008 SURE Program, they were required to purchase at least the
CAT level of insurance on all crops. Producers were offered the
opportunity to pay a $100 buy-in fee for crops which did not have at
least CAT level coverage. A current amendment

In District 4 Carroll,
Chariton, Cooper,
Randolph, Ray, and

to the 2008 Act, Pub. L. 110-398, has allowed 1 ; )
producers to opt out of purchasing crop insurance Ccou nhes Saline counties have
and/or NAP coverage on crops intended for Secretarial 2008 secretarial disaster

grazing and of De Minimus value. This no
longer requires producers to obtain a policy, plan
of insurance, or NAP coverage for crops intended
for grazing to be eligible for SURE, Emergency Assistance Program
for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-raised Fish (ELAP), or the Tree
Assistance Program (TAP). Note: If the producer accepts the refund
for grazing, the producer will not be eligible for Livestock Forage
Disaster Program (LFP). Also, producers may
elect to waive Risk Management Purchase
Requirement (RMPR) on a crop that is not
economically significant. Economic significance
means any crop that contributed, or is expected to

disaster in 2008  designations. Producers
in these counties may be

eligible for the SURE
program for 2008.
Additionally, producers
in the contiguous
counties of Clay,
Howard, Lafayette, and
Pettis may also be

COI‘]TIgUOUS eligible. Implementation

4coun’ries

contribute, 5 percent or more of the total expected

value of all crops grown by the producer. As a result of the amended
2008 Act, producers now can request a refund of the buy-in fee for

of the SURE program for
2008 has not yet been
announced.

those crops that are not required to be insured. For producers to see
if they qualify for a refund, they need to contact their FSA office.

CRP Contract Extensions

USDA has announced that certain CRP contracts
expiring in September 2009 will be eligible for three to
five year extensions. Participants eligible for the
extensions will be notified of the opportunity by letter.
Those with contracts expiring in September 2009 that
are not eligible for the extension will receive written
confirmation of their contract’s expiration.

USDA will offer extensions to those contracts with
environmental benefit index (EBI) ranking in the top 30
percent. Of 3.9 million acres scheduled to expire this
fall, 1.5 million acres will be offered contract
extensions. A general CRP sign-up is not scheduled in
2009.

If you receive notification of an offer to extend your
CRP contract, please contact your FSA office for
details.

Save the Date — “The Big 10”

Plan to attend the 10™ Annual Woman Landowners Ag
Conference. Once again the conference will be held at
the Concordia Community Center in Concordia on
Thursday, November 12", Event time and details will
be provided in the next newsletter.

Request for Soybean Referendum

Between May 4 and May 29, soybean
producers will have the opportunity to request a
referendum on the Soybean Promotion and
Research Order, also known as the Soybean
Checkoff Program.

Producers may request a referendum at the
county FSA office where their administrative
farm records are maintained. Producers that
do not participate in FSA programs can go to
the county office where their land is located.

To be eligible to participate, producers must
certify and provide documentation that shows
they produced soybeans and paid an
assessment on the crop during the period of
January 1, 2007 through December 31, 2008.

Completed forms and documentation must be
returned to the FSA office by fax or in person
no later than close of business May 29, 2009.
If returned by mail, the postmark must be no
later than midnight May 29, and received in the
county office by close of business on June 5.
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Selected May Interest Rates
2.375%
2.375%

Farm Ownership Loans—Direct 4.25%

Farm Storage Facility Loans

Farm Operating Loans—Direct

Controlled Substance

Any person who is convicted under
federal or state law of a controlled
substance violation could be
ineligible for USDA payments or
benefits. Violations include planting,
harvesting, or growing a prohibited
plant. Prohibited plants include
marijuana, opium poppies and other
drug producing plants.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
prohibits discrimination in all its programs
and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, age, disability, and where
applicable, sex, marital status, familial status,
parental status, religion, sexual orientation,
genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal,
or because all or part of an individual's
income is derived from any public assistance
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all
programs.) Persons with disabilites who
require alternative means for communication
of program information (Braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice
and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination, write to USDA, Director,
Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)
720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.

New Commodity Loan Repayment Rate Methods

USDA has begun using an improved and more stable system for
determining non-recourse marketing assistance loan repayment
rates and loan deficiency payment rates for wheat, feed grains,
pulse crops, oilseeds, wool, mohair and honey. The new method
will moderate fluctuations of the loan repayment rate. This
decision reduces the effects daily market volatilities have on loan
repayment rates and provides more certainty for producers who
have taken advantage of marketing assistance loans or loan
deficiency payments.

Beginning April 15, 2009, for wheat, corn, grain sorghum,
soybeans, barley, oats, canola, flaxseed and sunflower seed,
USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) will determine and
publish daily loan repayment rates based on the average market
prices during the preceding 30 days. At the same time, CCC will
begin announcing a daily repayment rate based on the preceding
five days. The new method will replace the current one, which is
based on the previous day's market rates. The effective alternative
repayment rate will be the lower of either the 30-day average or the
5-day average.

The 30-day method will reflect a 30-day moving average of all
terminal market prices for the crop, adjusted by the difference
between the applicable national loan rate and the county loan rate.
The 5-day method will reflect a 5-day moving average of applicable
terminal market prices adjusted by applicable county differential
and terminal adjustments.

Starting on April 15, for pulse crops, wool, mohair, and honey,
CCC will determine and loan repayment rates once a week based
on average market prices during the preceding 30 days. CCC will
also announce an alternative repayment rate using current
methodology each week. The effective repayment rate will be the
lower of either the 30-day average or the alternative repayment
rate. No alternative repayment rate will be available for honey.

May 8, 2009
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