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Crop Reporting Deadline 

The annual requirement of reporting to the FSA of-
fice can be referred to as crop reporting, acreage re-
porting, or crop certification.  Filing an accurate and 
timely report for all crops and land uses, including 
failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits for a va-
riety of Farm Service Agency programs. All crop-
land on the farm must be reported to receive 
benefits from the Direct and Counter-cyclical Pro-
gram, and LDP’s. 
 
The certification form FSA-578, Report of Acreage, 
must account for all cropland on a farm, whether 
idle or planted. The producer certification deadline 
for all crops was extended to August 14 for 2009. 
 
CRP & NAP Certification 
Conservation Reserve Program acreage must be re-
ported to receive annual rental payments.  Crop 
acreage for Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) must also be reported. 
  
 _________________________ 
 
Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) 
 
The Texas/Dent County Committee has applied 
for the Emergency Conservation program.  If 
approved, the office will begin taking applica-
tions on September 1.  Producers will need to 
have a minimum of $1,000 dollars worth of 
damage to farmland and fences to qualify.   
There were some farms that suffered heavy 
damage from the May 8, 2009 storm.  This is 
the only storm date that this program will ap-
ply.  Applications will be taken Sept. 1 through 
September 30, 2009. ** 
 
** Texas & Dent have been approved for 
ECP for fencing and debri removal due to 
the tornado on May 8, 2009.   
 
  Electronic Services Available 
 
If a producer has Internet access, program partici-
pants can access many services from home 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, and receive approval and 
payment by direct deposit within 48 hours. 
  
To participate in these services, you must meet all 
program eligibility requirements.  Online services 
have stringent security measures to protect your 
private information.  
 

To utilize electronic services a producer needs an 
active USDA eAuthentication Level 2 account, 
which requires an e-mail address and filling out an 
online registration form at 
http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/ followed by a vis-
it to the county office for identity verification. 
 
If you have more questions, or would like assis-
tance establishing your account, just contact your 
local USDA Service Center and talk with our 
trained FSA personnel. 
 

Wetland Compliance 
 
Producers renting or purchasing land that may 
have a converted wetland status need to check 
with the county office to learn if there are restric-
tions.  The last thing FSA wants to do is to deny a 
producer benefits due to wetland noncompliance.
 
Farm Bill regulations provide that, unless exempt, 
persons are ineligible for benefits under certain 
programs administered by USDA if they: 
 
 plant an agricultural commodity on wet-

land that was converted after December 
23, 1985 

 convert a wetland after November 28, 
1990 
 
FSA may not approve any loan or loan 
guarantee to drain, dredge, fill, level or 
otherwise manipulate a wetland, or to en-
gage in any activity that results in impair-
ing or reducing the flow, circulation or 
reach of water except in the case of activi-
ty related to the maintenance of previously 
converted wetlands. 
 

The following provides permitted uses and restric-
tions of certain wetlands for compliance with Wet-
land compliance provisions: 
 Wetlands can be farmed under natural 

conditions.  However, wetlands cannot 
be converted. 

 Wetlands converted before November 28, 
1990, cannot be planted to an agricultural 
commodity  
and retain eligibility for benefits. 
regain eligibility for program benefits. 
   

 Wetlands that can be farmed under natural 
conditions cannot be manipulated in any 
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way, unless the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service determines the work would have a minimal 
effect on the wetland values. 

 Wetlands converted before December 23, 1985, can 
be farmed and maintained. 

 
Additional information about wetlands is available at the 
USDA Service Center. 

 
Payment Limitation Changes 
 
Over time the payment limitation provisions have been ex-
panded to more programs.  Some of the changes in this area 
are listed below. 
 
New forms for 2009 and subsequent years 
Anyone that plans to participate in 2009 programs is re-
quired to submit a completed CCC-902, CCC-926, and 
CCC-901, if applicable, for payment eligibility and payment 
limitation purposes.  The form used prior to 2009 was named 
CCC-502. 
 
Another change for 2009, all must make a contribution in 
an entity 
All partners, stockholders, or members with an ownership 
interest in the legal entity must make a contribution, whether 
compensated or not compensated, for active--* 
 personal labor,  
 active personal management,  
 or a combination of active personal labor and active per-

sonal management to the farming operation; 
*Note:   there are exceptions for spouses. 

For more detailed information on this and other programs 
please contact your local FSA office. 

 
 

Livestock Indemnity Program 
 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance 
to producers for livestock deaths that result from disaster. 
Using funds from the Agricultural Disaster Relief Trust 
Fund established under section 902 of the Trade Act of 1974, 
the program is administered by the USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA). LIP compensates livestock owners and con-
tract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal 
mortality due to adverse weather, including losses due to 
hurricanes, floods, blizzards, disease, wildfires, extreme heat 
and extreme cold. Eligible losses must have occurred on or 
after Jan. 1, 2008, and before Oct. 1, 2011.  
  
The following table provides the final dates to file a notice of 
loss and/or application for payment for either 2008 or 2009 
livestock losses.  
 
 

 
  
Date of Livestock 

Death 
Final Date to 

File a Notice of 
Loss 

Final Date to 
Submit an Appli-

cation for Payment
Calendar Year 
2008 

Sept. 13, 2009 Sept. 13, 2009 

Jan. 1, 2009 to Ju-
ly 12, 2009 

Sept. 13, 2009 Jan. 30, 2010 

July 13, 2009 to 
Dec. 31, 2009 

30 days after 
death is apparent

Jan. 30, 2010 

 
For more information on available supplemental disaster 
assistance programs, please visit your FSA county office 
or http://www.fsa.usda.gov . 

NAP Coverage 

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) was designed to reduce financial losses that occur 
when natural disasters cause a catastrophic loss of produc-
tion or prevented planting of an eligible crop by providing 
coverage equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) insurance.  
Statute limits NAP to each commercial crop or agricultur-
al commodity, except livestock, for which CAT is not 
available.   
 
The application deadline date for the 2010 NAP coverage 
for greens is 9-01-09, value loss 9-01-09, controlled envi-
ronment 9-01-09, small grains 9-30-09, and strawberries 
9-30-09.   
 
Producers who already have coverage on 2008 NAP crops 
may choose to continue coverage on the same crop or 
crops for 2009, if the applicable service fee is submitted 
by the application closing date.  
 
A new CCC-471, application for coverage, is not required 
to be signed when applying for continuous coverage of 
the same crop or crops. 
 
Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or delete a 
crop(s) from previous year’s coverage or changing crop 
shares must file a new CCC-471 with signatures and pay 
the applicable service fee. 
 
Producers with NAP coverage must remember to com-
plete the following to qualify for benefits: 
 Timely file acreage reports and keep track of harvested 

production using acceptable methods. For example, 
bale weights or other means of determining quantities 
of hay are required. 
 

 File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of when a loss 
is apparent, due to drought, hail, etc.   

 

 

 

Conservation Stewardship Program 
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The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) is a volun-
tary conservation program that encourages producers to
address resource concerns in a comprehensive manner.
Contracts will cover the entire agricultural operation and
will be for 5 years. CSP payments will compensate pro-
ducers for:  
• Installing and adopting additional conservation activities; 
• Improving, maintaining, and managing conservation ac-
tivities in place at the time the contract;  
• Adopting resource-conserving crop rotations to achieve 
beneficial crop rotations. 
 
Is CSP right for you?  
 Are you willing to commit time to inventory and docu-
ment your conservation activities and production system to
determine eligibility and ranking?  
 Do you have records of your farming activities and are
you willing to continue maintaining records to document
your conservation activities? Records will be used during
NRCS field visits to verify accuracy of application infor-
mation before contracts are approved.  
 Are you ready to enter into a 5 year contract requiring
you to apply additional conservation activities and to im-
prove, maintain, and manage existing conservation activi-
ties? 
 
The 2009 CSP sign-up runs from August 10th to September
30th.  If you would like to apply or just learn more about
this program contact your local USDA-NRCS office. 
 
 

Loans for Socially Disadvantaged 
 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist ap-
plicants to begin or continue in agriculture production.  
Loans are available for operating type loans and/or purchase 
or improve farms or ranches.  While all qualified producers 
are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has 
provided priority funding for members of Socially Disad-
vantaged Applicants.   
 
A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose 
members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender 
prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the 
group without regard to his or her individual qualities.   
 
For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups 
are women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan 
Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans, and Pacific Islanders.
 
If producers or their spouses believe they would qualify as 
socially disadvantaged, they should contact their local FSA 
office for details.  FSA loans are only available to applicants 
who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to 
obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 
 
 
 

County Committee Election
 
This year the Committee election will be 
held   in   Local   Administrative  Area 
 (LAA) 1.  This representative will be from  
area west of highway 63.  Jerry Kiser will 
be on the ballot.  Eligibility of a write in 
candidate will be determined upon open-
ing the ballots.  Ballots will be mailed on 
November 6 and must be returned to the 
office no later than December 7, 2009.   
 
 

Continuous CRP Available 

USDA has indicated there will not be general signups 
scheduled for the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) in 2009.  The budget has no available funding 
for CRP general signups, and instead advocates 
enrollment in Continuous CRP. 
 
Environmentally sensitive acreage qualifying for the 
Continuous CRP will be eligible for annual rental 
payments and cost-share of up to 50 percent on ap-
proved practices.  This program will remain funded, 
and continue to provide heightened environmental 
benefits on select areas. 
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Dates to Remember 

Sept. 7 Labor Day – FSA office closed
 

Sept. 30 Last day to file for ECP 
Nov. 6 Ballots to be mailed out 

Dec. 7 Last day to return ballot 

Continues Continuous Conservation Re-
serve Program 

 
 
 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, re-
prisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 

Visit our website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/mo  


