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Like everyone else, we are seeing the affects of the budget crunch. We wiill
not be sending out reminder postcards for program deadlines. Therefore,
you may consider signing up for e-mail by giving us an accurate e-mail
address. June 30 is the deadline for reporting planted Wheat and Oats.
July 31 is the deadline for reporting all other crops. If you are planting,
come in and we will take a timely acreage report. You can bookmark
www.fsa.usda.gov/mo to check back frequently for program deadlines and

information.

FARM LOAN PROGRAMS

The Farm Service Agency is committed to
providing family farmers with loans to meet
their farm credit needs. If you are having
trouble getting the credit you need for your
farm, or regularly borrow from FSA, direct
and guaranteed loans are currently available.
Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee
if you’ve had a setback and your lender is
reluctant to extend or renew your loan. Farm
ownership loans or farm operating loans may
be obtained as direct loans for a maximum of
up to $300,000. Guaranteed loans can reach
a maximum indebtedness of $1,119,000.
Producers are encouraged to apply early so
that a loan can be processed and funded in a
timely manner. To find out more about FSA
loan programs, contact the county office
staff.

County Committee Elections

The election will be held in Dent county
for Local Administrative Area (LAA) 3.
Jim Freeman currently represents this
area. Jim has represented this area for the
past 9 years. Due term limits, he can’t be
re-elected. FSA appreciates all of the
voters for taking the time to complete the
election ballot. The county committee
system works only because of your
participation.

REMEMBER HAY NET

Producers are encouraged to use Hay
Net on the FSA website
(http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet).
This online service allows producers
with hay and those who need hay to
post ads so they can make connections.
Hay Net is a popular site for farmers
and ranchers who have an emergency
need. Individual ads can be posted free
of charge by producers who complete a
simple online registration form the
first time they use the site.



AGRICULTURE SECRETARY VILSACK ANNOUNCES
PROCESS TO RESOLVE DISCRIMINATION CLAIMS
OF HISPANIC AND WOMEN FARMERS

As part of continued efforts to close the chapter on
allegations that discrimination occurred at USDA in
past decades, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack and
Assistant Attorney General Tony West announced
the establishment of a process to resolve the claims
of Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers who
assert they were discriminated against when
seeking USDA farm loans.

The claims process offers a streamlined alternative
to litigation and provides at least $1.33 billion in
compensation, plus up to $160 million in farm debt
relief, to eligible Hispanic and women farmers and
ranchers. This announcement follows the Obama
Administration's settlement of longstanding
litigation brought by African American farmers and
Native American farmers.

In conjunction with this announcement, USDA is
launching an outreach effort to potential claimants
that will include a call center for farmers and
ranchers, a website, public service announcements,
and in-person meetings around the country.
Individuals interested in participating in the claims
process may register to receive a claims package, or
may obtain more information, by visiting
www.farmerclaims.gov. Beginning February 25,

2011, individuals can register to receive a claims
package by calling the Farmer and Rancher Call
Center at 1-888-508-4429. USDA cannot provide
legal advice to potential claimants. Persons seeking
legal advice may contact a lawyer or other legal
services provider.

BEGINNING FARMERS & RANCHERS

FSA assists beginning farmers and ranchers to finance
agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm
loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible
applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans.
FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more that 10
years

e Wil materially and substantially participate in
the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in any loan assessment
and borrower training in financial and
production management program sponsored
by FSA

e Does not own a farm greater than 30 % of the
median size farm in the county.

Additional program information, loan applications, and
other materials are available at your local USDA Service
Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov

COUNTY COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS

The FSA-669A form on the next page can be
used to nominate a Dent County producer to
the Committee. The election in 2011 will be
to elect someone from LAA #3 which
includes landowners East of Highway 68 &
Highway 19 South. Only producers living in
this area can be nominated. The Farm
Service Agency encourages females and
minorities to be included. The nomination
period begins on June 15, 2011 and ends on
August 1, 2011.
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Loans for the Socially
Disadvantaged

FSA has a number of loan programs available
to assist applicants to begin or continue in
agriculture production. Loans are available for
operating type loans and/or purchase or
improve farms or ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to
apply for these loan programs, the FSA has
provided priority funding for members of
Socially Disadvantaged Applicants.

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a
group whose members have been subjected to
racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of
his or her identity as members of a group.

“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs,
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339
(TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.”
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