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FarmPrograms

SURE Signup

Signup for the 2009 Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE) began Jan. 10,
2011 and runs through July 29, 2011. Producers who had at least a 10% production loss on a
crop of economic significance and who had every economically significant crop covered by
CAT or better insurance or NAP policy for crop year 2009 may be eligible. If you think you
had a revenue loss for your entire farming operation in 2009, please stop by your county of-

fice for more details.

Eligibility for the 2011, current crop year, SURE program requires producers to obtain at least
a CAT level of coverage on all crops of economic significance. For your operation this may
include hay production. Hay crops would require NAP coverage through the FSA office. The
last date to purchase NAP coverage for hay is March 15th, 2011. It is very important to be
aware of the final purchase deadlines of all crops of economic significance in your operation

to be eligible for disaster programs.

DCP Signup & Advance Payments

Enroliment for the 2011 Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) has begun and will
continue through June 1, 2011. Advance pay-
ments of 22 % on the 2011 DCP program will
be available starting December 1, 2010. The
remaining 78 % of your DCP payment will be
issued after October 1, 2011.

Eligible producers receive direct payments at
rates established by statute regardless of mar-
ket prices.

DCP & ACRE contract signatures for enroll-
ment are due by the signup deadline of June
1, 2011. For more information producers can
contact their local FSA office.

Signup Date Announced for CRP
Conservation Reserve Program

USDA announced the next general CRP
signup will be held from March 14, 2011,
through April 15, 2011. This signup is being
implemented to accept offers of environmen-

tally sensitive acreage for new 10-15 year
contracts to cost-effectively enroll acreage
effective beginning October 1, 2011. This
gives you the opportunity to enroll any new
acres or acres that expire September 30,
2011. If interested, please contact your
county office for more details.

Farming Operation Changes

If you have bought or sold land, or if you
have added or dropped rented land from
your operation, make sure you report the
changes to the office as soon as possible.
You need to provide a copy of your deed or
recorded land contract for purchased prop-
erty.

Failure to maintain accurate records with
FSA on all land you have an interest in can
lead to possible program ineligibility and
penalties. Making the record changes now
will save you time in the spring. Update sig-
nature authorization when changes in the
operation occur. Producers are reminded
to contact the office of a change in opera-
tions on a farm so that records can be kept
current and accurate.




Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)

Did you lose any livestock due to the blizzard?
Livestock that is lost due to adverse weather,
may qualify for a payment if all requirements
are met.

Proof of death and the cause of death must be
documented and reported to the FSA office
within 30 days of the disaster event. Docu-
mentation would include veterinarian or 3rd
party verification. Any other evidence including
pictures would be important to determine cause
of death. Death must be directly attributable to
blizzard conditions and not a result of a man-
agement decision. If you have more questions,
contact your office for more details.

Highly Erodible Land and Wetland
Conservation Compliance

Landowners and operators are reminded that in
order to receive payments from USDA, compli-
ance with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wet-
land Conservation (WC) provisions are re-
quired. Farmers with HEL determined soils are
reminded of tillage, crop residue, and rotation
requirements as specified per their conserva-
tion plan. Producers are to notify the USDA
Farm Service Agency prior to conducting land
clearing or drainage projects to insure compli-
ance. Failure to obtain advance approval for
any of these situations can result in the loss of
eligibility and all Federal payments.

Controlled Substance

Any person who is convicted under federal or
state law of a controlled substance violation
could be ineligible for USDA payments or bene-
fits. Violations include planting, harvesting or
growing a prohibited plant. Prohibited plants
include marijuana, opium, poppies and other
drug producing plants.

Special Accommodations

Special accommodations will be made upon re-
quest for individuals with disabilities, vision im-
pairment or hearing impairment. If accommoda-
tions are required, individuals should contact the
county FSA office staff directly or by phone.

USDA Announces Dates of Sorghum
Checkoff Referendum

The U.S. Department of Agriculture has finalized
procedures for the upcoming referendum on the
continuation of the Sorghum Checkoff Program
and is announcing the dates will be February
1st through February 28th. Any eligible person
engaged in the production of importation of sor-
ghum from July 1, 2008, to December 31, 2010,
is eligible to participate. Individuals are required
to provide documentation such as a sales receipt
or remittance form that shows they engaged in
the production or importation of sorghum. Con-
tact your county office for more details.

Power of Attorney

For those who find it difficult to visit the county of-
fice personally because of work schedules, dis-
tance, health, etc., FSA has a power of attorney
form available that enables you to designate an-
other person to conduct your business at the of-
fice. If you are interested, please contact our office
or any Farm Service Agency office near you for
more information.

Bank Account Changes

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be
electronically transferred into your bank account.
In order for timely payments to be made, produc-
ers need to notify the FSA county office if your ac-
count has been changed or if another financial in-
stitution purchases your bank. Payments can be
delayed if the FSA office is not aware of updates
to your account and routing numbers.

IRS Form 1099-G

Producers annually receive CCC-1099-G’s detail-
ing payments producers have received from the
Commodity Credit Corporation. The annual re-
port of program payments on CCC-1099-Gs is a
service intended to help our customers report tax-
able income. It is not intended to replace the pro-
ducers’ responsibilities to report income to IRS.
FSA staff cannot interpret IRS regulations or ad-
vise producers about which payments to report
on their income tax returns. However, county of-
fice staff can review payments for accuracy.



FSA Signature Policy

Husbands and wives may sign documents on
behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity
Credit Corporation programs in which either
has an interest. This option is automatically
available unless a written request for exclu-
sion is made to the county office staff by ei-
ther spouse.

There are exceptions to the rule, where
spouses may not sign on behalf of each other
for partnerships, joint ventures, corporations
or other similar entities. Individual signatures
are also required on certain Farm Loan Pro-
gram and Farm Storage Facility Loan docu-
ments.

For more clarification on spousal signature
authority, feel free to contact your local FSA
office.

Financial Management
Information

January signals the beginning of a new year
and a time to starting thinking about filing
taxes. Producers who have signed up for a
USDA eAuthentication Level 2 account will be
able to access their farm data via the Financial
Inquiries webpage. FSA has created for the
customer a new Financial Management Infor-
mation webpage with links to Financial Inquir-
ies, Financial Services and includes:

e how to get financial applications

e walk-through instructions on financial
applications

e Financial Fact Sheet

e Examples of Disbursement Statements
Electronic Form Link

A link to the new Financial Management Infor-
mation webpage can be found on the Mis-
souri Public Home Page at http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/mo on the right side of the
screen under ‘| Want to ...” View my Financial
Information.

Report Prevented Planting and
Failed Acreage

It is important to report prevented planting
and failed acres within 15 days after the final
planting date for corn and beans. Failure to
do so will may result in eligibility issues for
SURE and ACRE programs. Final reporting
dates for corn and soybeans are 5/31 and
6/20, respectively.

Farm Loan Programs

The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing
family farmers with loans to meet their farm credit
needs. If you are having trouble getting the credit
you need for your farm, or regularly borrow from
FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are currently avail-
able.

Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if
you've had a setback and your lender is reluctant to
extend or renew your loan. Farm ownership loans or
farm operating loans may be obtained as direct
loans for a maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed
loans can reach a maximum indebtedness of
$1,119,000.

Producers are encouraged to apply early so that a
loan can be processed and funded in a timely man-
ner. To find out more about FSA loan programs,
contact the county office staff.

Continuous CRP

The Continuous Conservation Reserve Program al-
lows participants to enroll acreages in conservation
practices that will reduce soil erosion, improve water
and soil quality and provide wildlife habitat and food
sources. Continuous CRP program participation is
voluntary. Eligible landowners enter into contracts
that range from 10 to 15 years in length. In return,
the landowners will receive annual rental and main-
tenance payments, incentive payments for certain
activities, and cost share for establishment. For
more information on Continuous CRP enroliments or
local Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program
(CREP) availability, please contact your local FSA
office or visit http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas /
publications/facts/html/crpcont03.htm.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act
(AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricul-
tural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of
Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers

this program for USDA.

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have
purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are
required to report the transaction to FSA with 90
days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA
form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up
to 25 percent of the fair market value of the prop-
erty. County government offices, Realtors, attor-
neys and others involved in real estate transactions
are reminded to notify foreign investors of these
reporting requirements.
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Selected Interest Rates for County Committee Election
February 2011
— Results by County

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125%
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.25% County COC Member Name
Farm Ownership/Conservation 475% Audrain Betty Hollenberg
Loans — Direct ' Clark Matt Plenge
Limited Resource Loans 5.0% Knox Randy James
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Lewis Daniel McCutchan
Down Payment, Beginning Farmer |  1.50% Lincoln Mike Bockhorst
or Rancher Macon Drew Shannon
Emergency Loans 3.75% Marion Mark Lovelace

- Monroe David Hasekamp
Farm Storage Facility Loans 7-yr. 2.50% Pike Bobby Dempsey
Farm Storage Facility Loan 10-yr. 3.125% Ralls Phil Thompson
Farm Storage Facility Loan 12-yr. 3.375% Shelby John Broughton

Commodity Loans 1996-Present 1.25%

Congratulations to those elected or re-elected
Dates to Remember to represent farmers on the County Committee.
FSA appreciates all of the voters for takin
21-Feb George Washington’s Birthday . pP . £
time to complete the election ballot. County
observed — FSA offices closed. o . : . !
Committee’s provide a vital role in overseeing
the administration of federal agriculture pro-
duction, farm loan, conservation, price support
Continues | Continuous CRP and emergency programs on a local level.

15-Mar Nap hay Coverage Deadline

Continues Farm Storage Facility Loan Visit our website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/mo

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion,
sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived
from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410,
Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642
(English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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