
Missouri District 5  
Boone, Callaway, Cole/Miller, Franklin, Gasconade, 
Moniteau, Montgomery, Morgan, Osage/Maries,         
St. Charles/St. Louis,  and  Warren Counties 

S E P T E M B E R  1 7 ,  2 0 1 0  

  

U N I T E D   S T A T E S  

D E P A R T M E N T   O F  

A G R I C U L T U R E  

 2008 SURE  
Sign-up Ends  
September 30 
The Supplemental 

Revenue Assis-
tance Payments 

Program (SURE) 
provides benefits 
to producers that 
suffer revenue 
losses.  County 

offices are accept-
ing applications 
from producers 

with losses in the 
2008 crop year.   

If you believe that 
you had a loss in 
crop revenue for 

2008, contact your 
local county office 
immediately.  The 
deadline to apply 

for the 2008 
SURE program is 
September 30, 

2010. 

FSA Announces New Conservation Loan Program  
 FSA is now making direct and guaranteed conservation loans to help farmers 
and ranchers implement conservation measures on their land.  FSA’s traditional loan 
program eligibility requirements regarding family sized farm, test for credit, and 
graduation do not apply to this program.  These exceptions will allow FSA to provide 
conservation financing to more farmers.   

 The direct conservation loan limit is $300,000, the guaranteed conservation loan 
limit is $1,112,000.  Conservation loan applicants will work with the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS) to develop an approved conservation plan.  
 Examples of eligible conservation practices include installation of conservation 
structures; establishment of forest cover; installation of water conservation measures; 
establishment or improvement of permanent pastures; transitioning to organic pro-
duction; and manure management, including manure digestion systems.  

Commodity Loans Help Manage Cash Flow 
 As harvest continues producers may need addi-
tional capital but are reluctant to sell grain at low har-
vest prices.  One of the tools that FSA provides is the 
Marketing Assistance Loan Program.  Farmers can 
borrow money from FSA using their stored grain as 
collateral.  The grain can either be stored on the farm 
as a certified or measured loan,  or in a government 
approved warehouse facility.  The term of the loan is 
nine months and is offered at low interest.  For exam-
ple, the interest rate for loans disbursed in September is 1.25%. 

 

Reminder: Reduction in Commodity Loan Rate for ACRE Farms 
 Producers will need to keep the production from ACRE farms separate from 
DCP farms for grain loan purposes.  The commodity loan rate on ACRE farms is 
reduced by 30%. Farm stored commodities harvested from ACRE and non-ACRE 
farms will have separate loans.  Warehoused ACRE commodities need separate 
warehouse receipts.   If ACRE and other production cannot be distinguished sepa-
rately, then the entire quantity will have the 30% reduction in loan rate.  Please 
keep this in mind when making grain storage decisions.  
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    September  Select Interest Rates 
 Farm Operating-Direct   2.375% 
 Farm Ownership-Direct  4.375% 
 Conservation Loans  4.375% 
 Farm Ownership-Direct Down Payment 

or Beginning Farmer-  1.500% 
 Emergency Loans   3.750% 
 Farm Storage Facility Loans  

*7-year term     2.250% 
*10-year term   2.875% 
*12-year term    3.125% 

 Commodity Grain Loans  1.250%1 

 

Farm Ownership or Operation Changes 
 Producers need to notify their local office of any changes in their 
farming operations including: 

 Farm Ownership Changes (this includes transferring your land into 
a trust) 

 Changes in entity structure 
 Operator changes-(can be made with the 

owners verification or by submitting a 
lease containing the operator and own-
ers’ signatures) 

 Changes in land use (did you build a new 
barn, house, machine shed). 

 

Crop Insurance Coverage Affects Disaster Program Eligibility  
 The 2008 Farm Bill created the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE) program to serve as FSA’s crop 
disaster program.  To be eligible for disaster assistance, producers must carry some type of insurance coverage for all crops 
and all farms they have an interest in, with very few exceptions.  This would include row crops, fruits, vegetables, and hay. 
 Crops including corn, soybeans, milo, and wheat can be insured through a private crop insurance agent.  To obtain 
coverage on fruits, vegetables, and other crops that are not covered under conventional crop insurance, producers can pur-
chase a Noninsured Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy from FSA.  Producers have two options for insurance on 
hay.  One is to obtain NAP coverage with FSA.  The other is to obtain Rainfall Index-Pasture Rangeland Forage (RI-PRF) 
insurance with a private crop insurance agent.  
 Disaster program eligibility is an important consideration when making crop insurance purchase decisions.  Review 
the table below.  It provides sales closing dates for 2011 coverage on a variety of crops in our area.  Note, the crop insur-
ance sales closing date for wheat and Rainfall Index-Pasture Rangeland Forage insurance for hay is September 30, 2010.  
Contact a crop insurance agent for details on these types of policies before September 30.   
 Please remember, in order to receive disaster assistance from FSA, you will need to have all crops (including hay) 
covered by some form of insurance policy. 

                                2011 Crop Insurance Sales Closing Dates 

September 30, 2010 Wheat, Rainfall Index-Pasture Rangeland Forage (RI-PRF) 
March 15, 2011  Spring-planted crops (corn, soybeans, etc.) 

                                  2011 NAP Application Closing Dates 

September 1, 2010 

Value Loss Crops including Aquaculture, Christmas Trees, Ginseng Root, Ornamental Nursery, and Turf Grass Sod 

Controlled Environment Crops including Mushrooms and Floriculture 

Greens 

September 30, 2010 
Fall-seeded small grains including Barley, Canola, Rye, Triticale, and Wheat 

Strawberries 

November 20, 2010 Apples, Apricots, Grapes, Nectarines, Peaches, Pears, and Blueberries 

December 1, 2010 Honey 

December 31, 2010 Potatoes 

March 15, 2011 All other crops 
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Paper Check Conversion-Over the Counter (PCC-OTC) 
 Over the next year, FSA/CCC is moving toward an electronic method for processing 
producer’s checks.  This will allow FSA/CCC to process collections faster.  When produc-
ers present checks, either in person or through the mail, the checks will be debited from the 
producers’ account, usually within 24 hours of receipt.   
What is PCC-OTC? 
 PCC-OTC is a process for converting paper checks presented to your local office into 
electronic debits to the producer’s bank account.  It presents many benefits, such as reduc-
ing lost/misplaced checks and paper handling.  This improves customer relations, speeds 
the check clearing process, and reduces the potential for human error. 
How will my checks be handled? 
 If the check is presented in person, the check will be scanned into the system, voided, 
and stamped with the words, “Electronically Processed” or “Electronically Presented” and 
the voided check will be returned to the customer. If the check is mailed to FSA, the check 
will be scanned into the system and voided.  The customer will not receive the check back 
from FSA.  FSA will hold checks for up to 14 calendar days to ensure that the item was 
successfully processed, and then FSA will shred the check. 
How quickly will funds be transferred from my account? 
 The transfer of funds from your account could occur within 24 hours.  Therefore, you 
should be sure that you have sufficient funds in your account to process the transaction.  If 
you do not have sufficient funds, we may initiate the transaction again. 
How will this transaction appear on my account statement? 
 The transfer of funds will be reflected on your account statement.  The transaction 
may be recorded in a different place on your statement than where your checks normally 
appear, such as under “other withdrawals” or “other transactions”. 
What are my rights if there is a problem with the transaction? 
 You have protections under Federal law for an unauthorized electronic fund transfer 
from your account.  You should contact your financial institution immediately if you be-
lieve that the transaction reported on your account statement was not properly authorized or 
is otherwise incorrect. 
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Production Evidence For Different Programs? 
 Producers are faced with a challenge to keep production separate for various FSA pro-
grams (DCP, ACRE, NAP) and crop insurance units.  Verifiable records include production 
that is sold, measured by FSA or Crop Insurance.  Settlements should include buyer’s name, 
date, producer’s name, and quantity of commodity. Measurement service can be requested 
before commingling DCP/ACRE farms or crop insurance units. 
 Challenges arise when production from different farms and/or different insurance units is 
commingled.  Producers can provide supporting records such as custom weight tickets, bin 
marking, or contemporaneous records to separate production.  Contemporaneous records 
would include notes indicating the number of truckloads or hoppers from a farm.  These re-
cords will only be accepted if the County Committee approves the record’s reasonableness. 
 Producers are responsible for summarizing all the production for a crop on a farm/tract 
basis and retaining production evidence for three years after the year any production is certi-
fied. 
  
Sept 14—-”USDA will accept 4.3 million acres of the 4.8 million offered by 
landowners under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) general sign-
up. USDA selected offers for enrollment based on an Environmental Bene-

fits Index (EBI) comprised of five environmental factors plus cost. The 
five environmental factors are: (1) wildlife enhancement,  

(2)water quality, (3)soil erosion, (4) enduring benefits, and                   
(5) air quality.  

The minimal acceptable EBI level for this signup is 200.”  
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“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the ba-
sis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, 
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or 
part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to 
all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To 
file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free 
at (866) 632-9992 (English) or(800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136
(Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 Women in Ag Event in Franklin County 
 The Franklin County Women in Ag will have the annual fall event November 4 at 
the Union High School starting at 5:00 pm.  This year’s event is “Keeping it Local” 
and will feature Todd Geisert speaking about his vegetable operation and Janet Hurst 
giving a cheese making demonstration.  Registrations of $10.00 can be made at the 
FSA office or the Franklin County Extension Office by October 22. 

Dates to Remember 

Sept 30 
SURE Applications End For  

2008 Crop Losses 
 

Sept 30 
Final Day To Purchase NAP Insurance 

For  Strawberries and Fall-seeded 
Small grains Including Barley, Canola, 

Rye, Triticale, and Wheat 

October 11 
OFFICES CLOSED 

Columbus Day 

 
October 

CRP and Final DCP/ACRE Payments 

Ongoing 
Continuous CRP Signup 

Grain Loans 
Farm Stored Facility Loans 

 

 

County Committee Elections 
 In November, FSA will conduct the 2010 County Committee elec-
tion.  Watch for your ballot in the mail.  Be sure to mark your ballot for 
the candidate of your choice and return it to the county office.   
 If you are signing in a representative capacity for a trust or an entity, 
please use an indicator, such as “by” or “for”.  Also, indicate your rela-
tionship to the trust or entity.  For example, if your name is John Doe and you are 
the trustee signing for the John Doe Revocable Trust, you would sign “by John Doe, 
Trustee”.  Acceptable signature format is important to ensure that your vote is 
counted.  Your vote makes a difference. 

Receiving A Payment?  Changing Banks? 
The majority of Farm Service Agency payments are made electronically using 

Direct Deposit.  If you have changed any banking information that might affect the 
direct deposit of your FSA payments, contact your local office immediately. 

As a reminder, all producers are notified of either a direct deposit or check pay-
ments from Kansas City instead of a mailing from their county offices.  Annual CRP 
and final DCP/ACRE payments will be authorized during the month October. 
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