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 February 2010 
 

District 7 News 
     
Bollinger County FSA 
Office Hours: 8:00-4:30 
Phone: 573-238-2671 
 
Butler County FSA 
Office Hours: 8:00-4:30 
Phone: 573-785-8416 
 
Cape Girardeau County FSA 
Office Hours: 8:00-4:30 
Phone: 573-243-1467 
 
Dunklin County FSA 
Office Hours: 8:00-4:30 
Phone: 573-888-2536 
 
Jefferson/Washington FSA 
Office Hours: 7:00-4:30 
Phone:  636-789-2441 
Mississippi County FSA 
Office Hours: 8:00-4:30 
Phone: 573-649-9930 
 
New Madrid County FSA 
Office Hours: 8:00-4:30 
Phone: 573-748-2557 
 
Pemiscot County FSA 
Office Hours: 7:45-4:30 
Phone:  573-333-1923 
 
Perry County FSA 
Office Hours: 7:30-4:30 
Phone: 573-547-6531 
 
Ripley/Carter County FSA 
Office Hours: 7:45-4:30 
Phone: 573-996-7116 
 
Scott County FSA 
Office Hours: 7:30-4:30 
Phone: 573-545-3593 
 
Ste. Genevieve County FSA 
Office Hours: 7:00-4:30 
Phone:  573-883-2703 
St. Francis/Iron County FSA 
Office Hours: 7:00-4:30 
Phone:  573-756-6488 
Stoddard County FSA 
Office Hours: 7:00-4:30 
Phone:  573-624-5939 
 
Wayne/Madison County FSA 
Office Hours: 7:45-4:30 
Phone: 573-224-3410 
 
District Director 
Billy Swiney 
Butler County FSA 
Phone: 573-785-8416  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      NAP Coverage Deadlines 
 
Noninsured Crop Disaster applications 
are due at different times according 
to the crop being insured. Producers 
should apply for Noninsured Crop Dis-
aster Assistance Program (NAP) cov-
erage using form CCC-471 
(Application for Coverage). Related 
service fees are due when the appli-
cation is filed.  The application and 
service fee MUST be filed by the crop 
sales closing date.  
   
Contact your local FSA office for the 
filing dates for your crops.  For most 
spring-seeded crops, the sales closing 
date for Missouri is March 15.  For 
Rice, the sales closing date is March 
1.  The service fee is $250 per crop 
per county or $750 per producer per 
county.  The fee cannot exceed a total 
of $1875 per producer for individuals 
with farming interests in multiple 
counties.  Limited resource producers 
may request a waiver for service fees.  
To qualify, a producer must share in 
the risk of producing an eligible crop.  
 

Selected Interest Rates for 
February  2010 

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% 
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.625% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.875% 
Limited Resource Loans 5.00% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 
Down Payment, Beginning Far-
mer or Rancher 

1.50% 

Emergency Loans 3.75% 
7-year Farm Storage Facility Loan 3.25% 
10-yr. Farm Storage Facility Loan 3.75% 
12-yr. Farm Storage Facility Loan 4.00% 
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 1.375% 
 

2010 DCP Signup  

Enrollment for the 2010 Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) has 
begun and will continue through 
June 1, 2010.  There is no provision 
for accepting late-filed applications, 
so if all signatures are not obtained 
by June 1st, the farm will be ineligi-
ble for all 2010 DCP payments.  
Producers can visit any USDA Ser-
vice Center to complete their 2010 
DCP contract or make use of the 
FSA website.  USDA computes DCP 
Program payments using base acres 
and payment yields established for 
each farm.   

Eligible producers receive direct 
payments at rates established by 
statute regardless of market prices.  
For 2010, eligible producers may 
request guaranteed advance direct 
payments based on 22 percent of 
the direct payment.  Also, producers 
may request advance Counter-
Cyclical payments, which will be 
based on market prices.  These 
payments will not become fully 
earned till the end of the marketing 
period, therefore it is possible that 
the advance Counter-Cyclical pay-
ment would have to be paid back. 

Dates to Remember 

  
March 1 NAP Sales Closing Date - Rice 

March 15 2010 NAP sales closing date for 
forage and spring-seeded crops 

Continues Farm Storage Facility Loans 

Continues Continuous Conservation Reserve 
Program. 
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ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME 
USDA has a Memorandum of Under-
standing with the Internal Revenue 
Service to establish an electronic in-
formation exchange process for verify-
ing compliance with the adjusted gross 
income (AGI) provisions for farm pro-
grams.  In an effort to simplify the AGI 
review, the IRS and FSA have devel-
oped this process that will allow you to 
avoid the inconvenience of bringing 4 
years of tax returns to our office. 

The “Consent to Disclosure of Tax In-
formation” form will authorize the IRS 
to check your tax records and confirm 
your AGI eligibility.  This is not an FSA 
form and therefore can not be submit-
ted to the FSA Office.  You must com-
plete and sign the form and mail it to 
the IRS.  It must be received by the 
IRS prior to June 15, 2010.  If you fail 
to provide it, you will be ineligible for 
FSA farm program payments. 

You may get a copy of the form at your 
local FSA office or online at 
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainservlet. 
The form number is CCC-927 for indi-
viduals and CCC-928 for legal entities.  
Each member of a legal entity must file 
also file a CCC-927 as an individual. 

HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND 

During last fall’s harvest season, 
Missouri received excessive 
amounts of rainfall.  Many produc-
ers were forced to complete their 
harvest under extremely wet condi-
tions that resulted in ruts.  Those 
that participate in FSA programs 
are required to stay in compliance 
with their approved conservation 
plan.   

This year, NRCS can grant a tempo-
rary variance that would allow pro-
ducers to till the rutted areas prior 
to planting and avoid noncom-
pliance. 

 

The variance MUST BE 
REQUESTED PRIOR TO 
BEGINNING THE FIELD WORK.  
NRCS will revise your conserva-
tion plan for 2010 and then you 
are able to till the ruts while re-
maining in compliance. 

 

LIVESTOCK INDEMNITY   
 
The Livestock Indemnity program 
(LIP) is an ongoing program that 
compensates producers for livestock 
death losses in excess of normal mor-
tality due to adverse weather.   Ad-
verse weather conditions include 
lightning, ice storms, flooding, wild-
fire, blizzard, tornado, extreme heat 
or cold.  Producers are required to file 
a notice of loss within 30 days of 
when a loss is apparent.  Payment 
rates per head will be 75% of the 
market value of livestock, by kind, 
type & weight range, to be deter-
mined by CCC.  
 
To qualify, you must provide docu-
mentation of the livestock deaths that 
you suffered from adverse weather 
events, normal mortality deaths and 
your livestock inventory. Vet certifica-
tions, insurance documents, dated 
pictures (close-up & landscape), and 
other verifiable documentation may 
be used to prove your losses.  Pay-
ments are based on 75% of fair mar-
ket value for each type and weight 
range of livestock as determined by 
the Missouri State FSA Committee.   
 
It is very important that eligible losses 
due to adverse weather be immediately 
documented and reported by to the FSA 
office within 30 days of when the loss 
became apparent!  There are no late fil-
ing provisions!!! Notices of loss can be 
filed by phone or in person at the FSA of-
fice. Losses due to normal mortality must 
also be documented with dated pictures.  
 
Contact your local County FSA Office For 
more information on the Livestock Indemni-
ty Program (LIP). 
 

 

 

County Committee 
Meeting Times 
 
Bollinger County 
First Thursday of each 
month at 9:00 am. 
 
Butler County 
Third Thursday of each 
month at 8:00 am. 
 
Cape Girardeau Coun-
ty 
First Tuesday of each 
month at 8:00 am 
 
Dunklin County 
Second Thursday of 
each month at 8:00 am. 
 
Jefferson/Washington 
First Wednesday of 
each month at 8:30 
 
Mississippi County 
Second Tuesday of 
each month at 8:00 am. 
 
New Madrid County 
First Tuesday of each 
month at 8:00 am. 
 
Pemiscot County 
Third Friday of each 
month at 9:00 am. 
 
Perry County 
Second Tuesday of 
each month at 8:00 am. 
 
Ripley/Carter Counties 
Second Friday of each 
month at 9:00 am. 
 
Scott County 
Fourth Friday of each 
month at 8:00 am. 
 
Ste. Genevieve County 
Next to Last Thursday of 
each month at 8:00 am 
 
St. Francois/Iron 
First Friday of each 
month at 9:00 
 
Stoddard County 
The Wednesday closest 
to the 15th of each 
month at 7:00 am. 
 
Wayne/Madison Coun-
ty 
Second Wednesday of 
each month at 8:00 am. 
 
 

http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainservlet�
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    SURE 

The Supplemental Revenue Assistance Pro-
gram (SURE) provides benefits for farm reve-
nue losses due to natural disaster that 
occurred in the crop years 2008 through Sep-
tember 30, 2011.  We are currently processing 
applications for the 2008 crop year.  To be eli-
gible for SURE payments, a producer is re-
quired to obtain crop insurance on all crops in 
all counties or, if crop insurance is not availa-
ble, to participate in the Non-Insured Assis-
tance Program (NAP) except for grazed 
acreage.  However, crop insurance or NAP 
coverage is no longer required for crops that 
are not of economic significance or those 
where the administrative fee required to buy 
NAP coverage exceeds 10% of the value of the 
coverage.  Eligible farmers and ranchers who 
meet the definition of Socially Disadvantaged, 
Limited Resource, or Beginning Farmer or 
Rancher are exempt from the risk manage-
ment purchase requirement.   

At least one crop of economic significance 
must suffer a 10% production loss due to an 
eligible disaster condition.  A crop of economic 
significance is a crop that has contributed or 
would have contributed at least 5% or more of 
the total expected revenue from all crops on 
the farm.  Producers in counties declared dis-
aster counties by the Secretary of Agriculture, 
or in contiguous counties, or those who show 
proof of an individual loss of at least 50% are 
eligible to receive SURE payments for crop 
producer or crop quality losses.   

Eligibility is computed using all farms for a 
producer.  Losses are measured with consid-
eration to the whole-farm revenue, which in-
cludes crop insurance indemnities and 
commodity program payments, so that pro-
ducers are not paid more than once for the 
same loss.   A SURE calculator is available at:  
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/su
re_calculator_2008.xls.  The calculator is not 
official, but is intended for educational use.  A 
fact sheet and backgrounder are also available 
online. 

 
 

Changing Banks 
Almost all Farm Service Agency payments are made 
electronically using Direct Deposit. This innovation 
has cut down on the number of missing and late 
payments and reduced the time required to move 
funds.  It has been calculated that having a problem 
with a payment is 20 times greater with checks 
than with Direct Deposit.  Another benefit is that Di-
rect Deposit to your account can be made within 48 
hours.  To keep the system running smoothly, it’s 
critical to keep the county office staff up to date on 
changes you might make in your financial institu-
tions.  If you have changed accounts or institutions 
that might affect the direct deposit of your FSA 
payments, contact the FSA county office so we can 
update our files to insure uninterrupted service.  
 

FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOAN 
If you are thinking about building a barn for hay 
storage, grain bin for crops, or cool storage units 
for fruits and vegetables, this may be worth your 
consideration.  
 
For crops and hay storage, FSA will be looking at 
the past production and determine need. We will 
take a normal year production times 2, to deter-
mine the amount of storage needed and then sub-
tract any existing storage. Fruits and vegetables are 
figured using 1 year minus existing structures. 
 
Applicants need to bring in plans and estimates on 
the storage facility. They will pay 15% of the cost 
and FSA will loan 85%. Terms of loan will be 7 
years, 10 years, or 12 years depending on the loan 
amount.  Interest rate will be what is in effect the 
month the loan is approved. FSA will require a first 
lien position on real estate adequate for the loan if 
the loan amount is over $50,000.  A second deed of 
trust will be considered, if a first deed of trust is not 
obtainable. 
   
There is a $100 application fee, and producer will 
be required to obtain federal crop insurance or non 
insurable crop protection (NAP) insurance for the 
life of the loan. NAP insurance is $250 per crop per 
year. Insurance on the structure is also required. 
 

FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 
Fruit and vegetable planting restrictions are un-
changed for 2010.  They may be planted on DCP 
crop base acreage when one of the following excep-
tions apply: 

• Double-cropped with a traditional DCP cov-
ered commodity 

• Farm has a history of planting a fruit or veg-
etable (not crop specific) 

• Producer has a history of planting a fruit or 
vegetable (crop specific) 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/sure_calculator_2008.xls�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/sure_calculator_2008.xls�
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In program terminology, farms are constituted to group 
all tracts having the same owner and the same operator 
under one farm serial number. When changes in owner-
ship or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is ne-
cessary. The reconstitution — or recon — is the process of 
combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the 
farming operation.  

FARM RECONSTITUTIONS 

The following are the different methods used when doing 
a farm recon. Remember, to be effective for the current 
year, recons must be requested by Aug. 1 for farms 
enrolled in the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program. 
 
 
Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when 

(1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is transferred; 
(2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) 
farm ownership is transferred to two or more per-
sons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is trans-
ferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or 
(6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more per-
sons. In order to use this method the land sold must 
have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver 
granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memo-
randum of Understanding; 

 
 

  
DCP Cropland Method — the division 

of bases in the same proportion 
that the DCP cropland for each re-
sulting tract relates to the DCP 
cropland on the parent tract; 

 
Default Method — the division of 

bases for a parent farm with each 
tract maintaining the bases attri-
buted to the tract level when the 
reconstitution is initiated in the sys-
tem. 

 
Estate Method — the division of 

bases, allotments and quotas for a 
parent farm among heirs in settling 
an estate; 

 
If DCP direct payments have already 
been issued on a particular farm, the 
reconstitution will be effective for the 
next year, unless the payments are re-
funded. 

 

 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national ori-
gin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic informa-
tion, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of dis-
crimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 
795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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