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Amendment Transmittal 
 

A Reasons for Amendment 
 
Paragraph 691 has been amended to update the links to the U.S. Drought Monitor data tables. 
 
Paragraphs 693 and 694 have been amended to remove the provisions for assessing a payment 
reduction for emergency haying and grazing. 
 
Exhibit 47 has been amended to revise CRP-117 to update and clarify how CRP-117 is used. 
 
Exhibit 49 has been amended to revise CRP-118 to update and clarify how CRP-118 is used. 
 
Exhibit 52 has been amended to update the terms and conditions for emergency haying and 
grazing. 
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Par. 691 
691 County Eligibility (Continued) 
 

C Applying for National Authorization (Continued) 
 
COC shall ensure that an eligible livestock producer, to whom the acreage is rented or leased, 
is located in an approved county or part of a county, as applicable. 
 
All requests and CEPD determinations, and STC determinations, as applicable, shall be 
recorded in the COC minutes. 
 
COC shall clearly document in the COC minutes the following: 
 
 justification for the request to release CRP for emergency haying or grazing 
 
 monthly review of conditions in the county and the basis used to determine whether 

continued haying or grazing is warranted. 
 
STC, or designee, shall thoroughly review COC requests for completeness and make a 
recommendation before submitting requests to CEPD.  Failure to submit complete requests 
with STC, or designee, recommendation will delay the CEPD response. 
 
After CEPD approves COC’s request, COC shall notify all participants in the county or part 
of the county, as applicable, of the authorization to hay or graze CRP acreage by the fastest 
means possible. 
 
Note: Unless otherwise indicated, all emergency haying authorizations shall end August 31, 

and all emergency grazing authorizations shall end September 30. 
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Par. 691 
691 County Eligibility (Continued) 
 

D STC Determinations 
 
COC’s may request emergency haying or grazing for all or part of a county to STC using the 
U.S. Drought Monitor. 
 
STC shall: 
 
 make determinations on a county-by-county basis 
 report approvals to CEPD by COB each day. 
 
Note: STC approval notification shall be in the following format. 
 

County Name Date Grazing Approved Date Haying Approved 
   

 
STC shall not approve counties for emergency haying or grazing based on the U.S. Drought 
Monitor during the primary nesting and brood rearing season. 
 
STC shall not take action to approve counties for emergency haying or grazing based on the 
U.S. Drought Monitor during the primary nesting and brood rearing season to be effective 
after the primary nesting season ends.   
 
Exception: STC may take action during the last week of the primary nesting season using 

the most recent data available from the U.S. Drought Monitor. 
 

STC approvals of emergency haying shall end no later than August 31, and approvals of 
emergency grazing shall end no later than September 30. 
 

E County Eligibility Criteria for STC Determination 
 
For emergency haying and grazing, county eligibility is based on COC submitting evidence 
that the county is designated as level “D2 Drought-Severe” according to the U.S. Drought 
Monitor. 
 
The U.S. Drought Monitor is available on the internet at  

 *--http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu.--* 
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Par. 691 
691 County Eligibility (Continued) 
 

F Example of U.S. Drought Monitor 
 
The following is an example of the U.S. Drought Monitor. 
*-- 

 
--* 
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Par. 691 
691 County Eligibility (Continued) 
 

G Submitting County Request 
 

 *--COC’s requesting emergency haying or grazing may access the Drought Monitor Data 
Downloads Screen by hovering over the “Maps and Data” table selecting “GIS Data” from 
the drop-down menu, or by typing 
http://droughtmonior.unl.edu/MapsAndData/GISData.aspx.  In the center of the--* 
screen is a data table.  The following is an example of the data table.  Each line of the table 
corresponds to the date of the weekly Drought Monitor Map. 
 

Date KMZ Shapefiles GML WMS Statistics 

2011-
08-02 

KMZ SHP Impacts GML WMS U.S. State County 

2011-
07-26 

KMZ SHP Impacts GML WMS U.S. State County 

 
For the applicable week, COC’s shall CLICK “County” in the “Statistics” column on the 
table.  A spreadsheet will be displayed that lists all States and counties in alphabetical order.  
The following is an example. 
 

Week FIPS County State Nothing D0 D1 D2 D3 D4 ValidStart ValidEnd 
20110802 1001 Autauga County AL 0 100 100 61.82 0 0 2011-08-02 2011-08-08
20110802 1003 Baldwin County AL 0 100 100 97.66 0 0 2011-08-02 2011-08-08
20110802 1005 Barbour County AL 0 100 100 95.06 60.64 0 2011-08-02 2011-08-08
20110802 1007 Bibb County AL 0 100 100 100 0 0 2011-08-02 2011-08-08
20110802 1009 Blount County AL 100 0 0 0 0 0 2011-08-02 2011-08-08
20110802 1011 Bullock County AL 0 100 100 100 0.07 0 2011-08-02 2011-08-08

 
Scroll down the table to the appropriate State and county.  The data within each drought 
category column represent the percent of the county at each drought level. 
 
Example: Barbour County, Alabama, has: 

 
 100 percent of the county > “D0” condition 
 100 percent of the county at “D1” or “D0” condition 
 95.06 percent of the county at “D2”, “D1”, or “D0” condition 
 60.64 percent of the county at “D3”, “D2”, “D1”, or “D0” condition 
 0 percent of the county at “D4” condition. 

 
If the county has a value in the “D2”, “D3”, or “D4” column, then the county is eligible for 
STC approval of emergency haying and grazing. 
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Par. 693 
693 Emergency Haying and Grazing Provisions (Continued) 
 

A General Provisions (Continued) 
 
 shall leave at least 50 percent of each field or contiguous CRP fields unhayed for wildlife 
 
 shall not hay or graze the same acreage 
 
 shall not sell the hay 
 
 shall limit haying to 1 cutting 
 
 shall not hay or graze during the primary nesting or brood rearing season 

 
Notes: For States listed in the NWF Settlement Agreement, the haying and grazing dates 

in subparagraph 665 A apply. 
 
STC shall establish only 1 primary nesting season for managed harvesting, 
emergency haying and grazing, and routine grazing. 
 

 shall be assessed a payment reduction based on the number of acres actually hayed or  
 *--grazed before February 7, 2014, times the CRP annual rental rate payment times 

25 percent, as applicable according to paragraph 694 
 
 shall not be assessed a payment reduction for haying or grazing conducted after 

February 6, 2014--* 
 
 shall remove all hay or livestock from all CRP fields by a date determined by STC 
 
 who do not own or lease livestock, may rent or lease the haying or grazing privilege to an 

eligible livestock producer. 
 
CRP participants who rent or lease the haying or grazing privilege to an eligible livestock 
producer shall: 
 
 identify the acreage to be hayed or grazed on an aerial photocopy. 
 inform the County Office of the producer’s name. 
 
Eligible livestock producers who are renting or leasing eligible acreage from a CRP 
participant, before any haying or grazing occurs, shall: 
 
 sign a statement that he or she will not sublease CRP acreage 
 receive notification of approval, in writing, from COC or CED. 

 
Note: A copy of the notification shall be given to the CRP participant. 
 

Participants who hay or graze CRP acreage without approval, or fail to follow these 
provisions, will be subject to the noncompliance provisions according to paragraph 695. 
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Par. 693 
693 Emergency Haying and Grazing Provisions (Continued) 
 

B Participant Provisions 
 
CRP participants shall: 
 
 file a request to hay or graze CRP acreage before haying or grazing begins 
 take the following actions. 
 

Step Action 
1 Identify the acreage to be hayed or grazed on an aerial photocopy. 
2 Obtain a modified conservation plan to include haying or grazing requirements, as 

determined by NRCS or TSP.  The haying or grazing plan must be site specific and 
reflect the local wildlife needs and concerns. 

3 Record intended use on CRP-117.  See Exhibit 47. 
4 Sign agreement in Exhibit 52. 

 
Note: All participants are required to sign the agreement before haying or grazing 

begins. 
5 Leave at least 50 percent of each field or contiguous CRP fields unhayed for 

wildlife. 
 
Leave at least 25 percent of each field or contiguous fields ungrazed for wildlife, or 
graze no more than 75 percent of the stocking rate determined by NRCS or TSP. 

6 Receive notification of approval in writing from COC or CED. 
 
Livestock producers who rent or lease acreage from the CRP participant shall: 
 
 sign a statement agreeing not to sublease the CRP acreage 
 receive notification of approval from COC or CED. 
 
Note: A copy of the notification must be given to the CRP participant. 

7 Require CRP participants, who hayed or grazed CRP acres or rented or leased 
haying or grazing privileges, to report the number of acres actually hayed or grazed, 
and sign and date CRP-118.  See Exhibit 49. 

8 Re-establish the CRP cover, at their own expense, if the cover fails as a result of 
emergency haying or grazing. 

* * * * * * 
9 Haying shall be limited to 1 cutting. 
10 CRP participants must remove all hay from all fields by a date to be determined by 

STC. 
11 Haying shall not be conducted after August 31.  Grazing shall not be conducted after 

September 30. 
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Par. 694 
694 Payment Reductions 
 

A Reduction Rates 
 

 *--The Agricultural Act of 2014 was signed into law on February 7, 2014.  Agricultural Act 
of 2014, Section 2004 provides that emergency haying and grazing may be conducted 
without any reduction in the annual rental payment. 
 
No standard payment reduction for conducting emergency haying and grazing shall be 
assessed for producers who conduct emergency haying or grazing after February 6, 2014, for 
program year 2014 and later.  Producers who conducted emergency haying or grazing before 
February 7, 2014, shall be assessed the 25 percent payment reduction.--* 
 
For each applicable year the CRP participant hayed or grazed eligible CRP acreage, the 
CRP-1 annual rental payment shall be reduced by the number of acres actually hayed or 
grazed, times the CRP per acre annual rental payment, times 25 percent. 
 
Notes: The required reduction may be prepaid by participants approved for haying or grazing 

and recorded according to 3-FI. 
 
After the annual rental payment scheduled to be made after October 1 of the 
applicable year is made, producers must pay any required reduction according to 
3-FI. 
 

695 Compliance 
 

A Required Spot Checks 
 
To ensure that CRP cover is not damaged, wildlife and associated habitat is protected, and 
participants are complying with haying and grazing plans, COC’s shall spot-check at least 
10 percent of the contracts approved for emergency haying and grazing.  Spot checks shall be 
completed within 10 calendar days of the ending date determined by STC. 
 

B Maintenance Defaults 
 
When unauthorized haying or grazing is discovered, follow paragraph 603, and use the 
provisions in the following. 
 
IF the maintenance default is on... THEN... 
less than the reported acreage compute emergency haying or grazing payment 

reduction on the determined acreage. 
greater than the reported acreage and 
COC determines the participant made a 
good faith effort to comply 

compute emergency haying and grazing payment 
reduction on the reported acreage and assess a 
payment reduction on the acreage in excess of 
the reported acreage according to paragraph 603.

greater than the reported acreage and 
COC determines the participant did not 
make a good faith effort to comply 

terminate CRP-1 according to paragraph 571. 
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Par. 696 
696 Reporting Requirements 
 

A Producer Reports 
 
Participants must report the number of acres hayed or grazed by a date determined by DAFP. 
 

B County Office Report 
 
County Offices shall report to the State Office by a date determined by STC, the number of 
CRP: 
 
 contracts in the county 
 contracts where haying or grazing under emergency authority actually occurred 
 acres actually hayed or grazed under emergency authority. 
 

C STC Report 
 
STC’s or designees shall report to CEPD by e-mail to ra.dcwashing2.crpreports by a date 
determined by DAFP, the number of: 
 
 CRP-1’s in the State 
 CRP-1’s hayed or grazed under emergency authority 
 CRP acres hayed or grazed under emergency authority. 
 
Note: Negative reports are required. 

 
697-713 (Reserved) 
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Exhibit 47 
(Par. 664,680, 693, 716) 

CRP-117, Request to Participate in Special Haying and Grazing of CRP Acreage 
 
CRP participants requesting haying or grazing on CRP acreage must designate the request on 
CRP-117. 
*-- 

 
--* 

Note: Only 1 CRP participant need sign this document. 
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Exhibit 49 
(Par.664, 693, 716) 

CRP-118, Certification of Participation in Haying and Grazing of CRP Acreage 
 
CRP-118 is used to record the participant’s actual number of acres hayed or grazed.  Instruct 

 *--participants to complete CRP-118, columns 4, 6, and 9. 
 

 
--* 
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Exhibit 52 
(Par. 693) 

Terms and Conditions for Emergency Haying and Grazing of CRP Acreage 
*-- 

Conservation Reserve Program 
 

Terms and Conditions for Emergency Haying and Grazing of CRP Acreage 
 
I/We hereby request authority for emergency haying or grazing of approved cover on CRP acreage. 
 
I/We agree to:  (1) obtain a modified conservation plan to include haying, as determined by the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) or Technical Service Provider (TSP); (2) re-establishing, at my/our own expense, 
any cover destroyed or damaged as a result of participating under this authority, regardless of recommendations or 
determinations made the TSP; (3) remove all hay or livestock from CRP acreage before the earlier of October 1, or 
10 calendar days from the date notified by Farm Service Agency (FSA) at the local county office that emergency 
haying or grazing authorization has ended; (4) limit haying of CRP acreage to one cutting; (5) not hay and graze 
the same acreage; (6) not sell the hay harvested according to this agreement. 
 
For emergency haying and grazing conducted before February 7, 2014, check the payment reduction option 
applicable to this contract: 
 

_____ The payment reduction has been paid in advance. 
 
_____ The FY _____ annual rental payment, scheduled to be made after October 1, will be reduced by the number of 

acres actually hayed or grazed, times 25 percent of the CRP annual per acre payment rate. 
 
I/We agree to leave at least 50 percent of each field or contiguous fields unhayed, or leave at least 25 percent 
of each field or contiguous fields ungrazed for wildlife, or graze all of the CRP acreage at no more than 75 
percent of the stocking rate determined by the TSP.  If acreage hayed or grazed is more or less than originally 
intended, I/We will notify FSA at the local county office so the CRP annual rental payment can be adjusted 
accordingly. 
 
The CRP contract is subject to termination or other penalties as may be authorized by the CRP contract and 
regulations should there be any violation of this haying or grazing authority of CRP acreage. 
 
If the payment reduction has not been paid in advance, all signatories on CRP-1 shall sign these conditions 
before haying or grazing begins. 
 

CRP-1 Contract Number: ______ Farm Number: ______ 
 
Tract Number: _______________ Field Number: ______ Acres Hayed/Grazed: _______ 
 
Participant’s Signatures/Dates: 
_____________________________________ _______ 
 
_____________________________________ _______ 
 
_____________________________________ _______ 
 

--* 
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