May 2013

USDA
= |

NEWSLETTE,

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.

Montana FSA State and County eNewsletter

and Updates

Montana FSA
State Office
State Executive Director
Bruce Nelson
P.O. Box 670
Bozeman, MT 59771

Front Office Phone:
(406) 587-6872

Web:
www.fsa.usda.gov/mt

Montana County Offices:
*click on link for Montana FSA
office directory

Beaverhead

Big Horn

Blaine

Broadwater

Carbon

Deer Lodge/Powell/Granite
Fallon

Fergus/Petroleum
Flathead/Lincoln

Gallatin

Garfield

Glacier

Golden Valley

Hill
Jefferson/Madison/Silver Bow
Judith Basin

Lake

Lewis & Clark

Liberty
McCone

Meagher
Missoula/Mineral
Musselshell

2013 DCP/ACRE SIGNUP

Direct and Counter-Cyclical Payment Program (DCP) signup period will end
on August 2, 2013; the Average Crop Revenue Election Program (ACRE)
signup period will end on June 3, 2013. The 2013 DCP and ACRE program
provisions are unchanged from 2012, except that all eligible participants in
2013 may choose to enroll in either DCP or ACRE for the 2013 crop year.
This means that eligible producers who were enrolled in ACRE in 2012 may
elect to enroll in DCP in 2013 or may re-enroll in ACRE in 2013 (and vice
versa). Please contact the FSA county office to schedule an appointment if
you are interested.

CRP GENERAL SIGN UP 45 ANNOUNCED

General Signup for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) has been
scheduled from May 20 to June 14, 2013. Continuous CRP Signup will be
available beginning May 13, 2013. Interested producers can contact the
county office for more information.

SURE 2011 CROP DISASTER PROGRAM
SIGNUP

FSA county offices across Montana are accepting applications for the
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE) Crop

Disaster Program Signup for 2011 crop year. The program signup began on
October 22, 2012 and ends on June 7, 2013. A map of Montana's 2011
Secretarial Disaster Designations by county and a SURE factsheet are
available at www.fsa.usda.gov/mt.
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2013 FSA CROP/ACREAGE REPORTING

Phillips

Pondera DEADLINES

Powder River

Prairie . . ) )
Ravalli Producers are reminded to file their acreage reports by the deadline of :
Richland *« November 15, 2012: Perennial Forage (alfalfa or grass hay), Pasture,
Roosevelt Rangeland, and quage , Native and Tame Pasture, Apiculture and all Fall-
Rosebud/Treasure Seeded Small Grains _

Sanders * January 15, 2013 — Established Stand Alfalfa Seed, Fall Alfalfa Seed,
Sheridan Cherries ' ,

Stillwater « July 15, 2013: for Spring seeded crops and CRP.

Sweet Grass

Teton Any crop reported after the applicable deadline for the crop will be
Toole considered late-filed.

Valley

W Producers are encouraged to contact the local FSA county office for an
NRTNA appointment to complete your 2013 acreage report.

Yellowstone PPl P yod g P

Sodbusting

Will you Expand a Field, Till a New Field, Clear or Drain Land?

Please remember that in order to receive benefits from USDA, compliance with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and
Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions are required. It is important that you understand the status of land if you
plan to participate in any USDA programs.

To be eligible for USDA benefits, all producers planting agricultural commodities on predominantly highly
erodible land are required to do so according to the provisions of an approved conservation system.

Be sure to follow tillage, crop residue, and rotation requirements. Status reviews are conducted by the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to ensure producers follow an approved conservation system on highly
erodible land. Violations can lead to possible ineligibility for USDA program benefits.

FSA Microloan Program

FSA's Microloan Program is designed to assist small farm and ranch operations secure operating loans under
$35,000. This program requires less paperwork than traditional loans which should speed up the processing
of a loan request.

A Microloan Program fact sheet is available here.

Producers interested in applying for an FSA loan should contact their local FSA county office to set up a time
to meet with a loan officer to discuss your loan proposal.

Report Farm Operation Changes

Remember to keep FSA up-to-date on any changes to your operation. If you have purchased, sold or
transferred land, formed a new entity, have a new lease, have dropped a lease, or have converted land to a non-
ag use, please make certain you report the changes to the office as soon as possible. Please also notify the
FSA as soon as possible upon the death of a participant, landowner, or member of a participating entity, or upon
changing ownership shares of an entity as it may be necessary to modify contracts for the current year or
complete updated eligibility forms. Failure to maintain accurate records with FSA on all land you have an interest
in can lead to possible program ineligibility and/or penalties.

Important Dates:

e May 13: Continuous CRP signup begins
e May 14: CRP Managed Spring Grazing Period Ends
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e May 20: Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General Signup 45 Begins

e May 31: Final date to apply for MALs or LDPs on 2012 crop year harvested corn, dry peas, grain
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, rice, safflower seed, chickpeas, soybeans and sunflower seed

e June 3: 2013 ACRE Program Signup Deadline

e June 7: Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE) Crop Disaster Program Signup Deadline
for 2011 Crop Year

e June 14: Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General Signup 45 Deadline

e July 15: 2013 Crop Year Acreage Reporting Deadline for Spring Seeded: Grass, Mixed Forage, Alfalfa,
Clover, the year of seeding (annual & perennial types), Barley, Canola, Corn, Dry Beans, Dry Peas,
Flax, Mustard, Spring Oats, Potatoes, Safflower, Sugar Beets, Sunflowers, Spring Wheat, CRP and all
other crops

e July 15: 2012 Crop Year NAP Production Reporting Deadline & 2012 Crop Year NAP Application for
Payment Deadline

e July 15: 2012 Crop Year ACRE Production Report Deadline

July 16: CRP Managed Summer/Fall Grazing/ Haying Period Begins (with County Committee Approval

of Request)

Aug. 2: 2013 DCP Program Signup Deadline

Sept. 13: CRP Managed Summer/Fall Grazing Period Ends

Sept. 30: MILC Contracts Expire & CRP Managed Summer/Fall Haying Ends

Nov. 12: All Hay Bales Must be Removed from CRP Acres

Nov. 15: 2014 Crop Year FSA Acreage Reporting Deadline for Fall Seeded: Grass, Mixed Forage,

Alfalfa, Clover, the year of seeding (annual and perennial types), Established Grass, Mixed Forage,

Alfalfa, Clover in years subsequent to the year of seeding (perennial types), Apiculture, Fall Wheat, and

all other Fall-Seeded Small Grains

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),

(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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