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Meagher County FSA Office 
P.O. Box J 4147 Hwy 89 
White Sulphur Springs, MT 
59645 
 
Phone (406)547-3521 ext. 2 
Fax (406)547-3912 
 
The June FSA County Committee 
meeting will be on the 24th at 1:30 
p.m. at the Meagher County USDA 
Service Center in the conference 
room. 
County Committee 
Members 
Bert Williams-Chairperson 
Ellen Berg- Vice Chairperson 
Scott Jackson- Member 
 
FSA Office Personnel 
Maggie Buckingham-PT 
Woodie Jarvis- TO 
Jeri Pavlovick-CED 
 
Agricultural Lending 
Opportunities 
Questions regarding obtaining 
credit to start or enlarge a farming 
or ranching operation; financing 
agricultural operating expenses; or 
livestock, machinery purchases 
call: 
Yellowstone County FSA Office 
(406)657-6135 
Mike Turley-FLM   ext. 116 
Karen Sims-FLPT   ext. 100 
 
Dates to Remember:  
June 15 – COC nominations begin 
June 24– COC Election Open 
house 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
July 5- Office Closed Holiday 
July 15 – Acreage Report 
deadline 
July 15 – Final NAP production 
reports due for 2009 
July 15 – Final date to file 2009 
crop application for NAP payment 
July 15 – Deadline to Report 
Production for ACRE 
August 1 – Farm Reconstitution 
Request Deadline 
August 2 – Last Day for FSA to 
Accept COC Election Nominations 
 
 
 
 

 

USDA Helps Retiring Farmers Transition their Land to 
Beginning Farmers in New Farm Bill Program  
 
  

WASHINGTON, D.C. – May 14, 2010 - Agriculture Deputy Secretary 
Kathleen Merrigan today announced the Transition Incentives 
Program (TIP) - a new program under the Conservation Title of the 
2008 Farm Bill - to encourage retired or retiring owners or operators 
to transition their land to beginning or socially disadvantaged farmers 
or ranchers. 
 
  

“Ensuring that our nation’s land is returned to production using 
sustainable methods is critical not only for our future food supply, but 
also for the economic future of our rural communities,” said Merrigan. 
“Access to land is one of the greatest challenges faced by new 
farmers. The Transition Incentives Program is one more tool in the 
USDA toolkit to protect family farms and support beginning and 
socially disadvantaged farmers.” 
 
 Producers who want to apply for the TIP can start signing up on 
Monday, May 17, 2010. If all program requirements are met, TIP 
provides annual rental payments to the retiring farmer for up to two 
additional years after the date of the expiration of the CRP contract, 
provided the transition is not to a family member. To learn more 
about program, producers interested in applying and participating in 
TIP should visit their USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) county 
office or www.fsa.usda.gov.  
 
  

To be eligible, TIP requires that the retired or retiring farmer or 
rancher: 
 

• Have land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) that is in the last year of the contract 

• Agree to allow the beginning or socially disadvantaged farmer 
or rancher make conservation and land improvements.  

• Agree to sell, or have a contract to sell, or agree to long-term 
lease (a minimum of 5 years) the land under CRP contract to 
a beginning or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher by 
Oct. 1 of the year the CRP contract expires.  

 
  
Supporting local economies and providing opportunities for 
beginning or socially disadvantaged Americans with a desire to farm 
or ranch is one of the many ways USDA are working to rebuild and 
revitalize rural America 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 County Committee Election 
   The election of agricultural producers to 
serve on Farm Service Agency (FSA) county 
committees is important to all farmers and 
ranchers with large or small operations. It is 
crucial that every eligible producer participate 
in these elections because FSA county 
committees are a vital link between the 
agricultural community and the United States 
Department of Agriculture    
   Committee members are a critical 
component of the operations of FSA. They 
help deliver FSA farm programs at the local 
level. 
   Agricultural producers who participate or 
cooperate in an FSA program and reside in 
the local administrative area (LAA) up for 
election, may be nominated for candidacy as a 
committee member. 
   This year local administrative area (LAA) 
number 1 (please refer to map below) is up 
for election.   
   The committee member currently 
representing this LAA is Ellen Berg. 
   The nomination period for the 2010 County 
Committee Election begins June 15, 2010. 
Nomination forms will be available in the 
county office beginning June 15. The final day 
nomination forms can be filed is August 2, 
2010. 
     

 
 
                Meagher County LAA boundaries  
 
 
 

  
 

 

   

2010 Acreage Reports 
  The deadline to file 2010 acreage reports 
is July 15, 2010.  Maggie is currently 
scheduling appointments to begin this 
process. If you are unable to keep your 
scheduled appointment, please call to 
schedule an alternate date and time. Thank 
you in advance! 
 

                
 
Adjusted Gross Income Compliance 
   If you received a payment in 2009 or 2010 
from either the Meagher County FSA or 
NRCS, you are required to comply with the 
adjusted gross income compliance process.    
   The FSA and IRS have developed a 
system of electronic comparisons between 
FSA producer adjusted gross income 
certifications and tax data submitted to the 
IRS to verify compliance with the new 
adjusted gross income provisions created in 
the 2008 Farm Bill. 
   Producers are required to file forms CCC-
927 (individuals) and/or CCC-928 (entities) 
and mail directly to the IRS, to indicate their 
written consent for this electronic 
comparison.    
  These forms were given to producers 
during the 2010 DCP sign up. 
   If you have not received, completed, or 
mailed this form to the IRS, please 
contact the Meagher County FSA Office 
as soon as possible and we will provide 
you with the forms necessary to 
maintain your compliance with all FSA 
and NRCS programs for 2009 and 2010. 

           
 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/farmbill/tools.asp�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/farmbill/tools.asp�
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COC Election Open house 
   Please join us for an open house and refreshments on June 24th from 1:30-3:30 p.m at the Meagher 
County USDA Service Center in the conference room.  At that time, the Meagher County FSA Committee will 
be having their regularly scheduled June meeting and we will be discussing committee election information 
including: committee member eligibility, the nomination process, and the role of an elected committee member. 
Prevented Planting Acres 
  If you have acres that you were unable to plant to an intended crop by the final planting date due to excessive 
rain and would like credit for those acres, you are required to report the acreage and file a loss form with the 
Meagher County FSA Office within 15 calendar days after the final planting date.  According to the Risk 
Management Agency (RMA), May 31, 2010 was the final planting date for the following crops in Meagher County: 

• Barley 
• Wheat 
• Oats 

Meagher County Agricultural Facts  
• Average age of principal operator: 56.8 
• Meagher County ranks 5th in the state for other hay production (wild hay, grass hay, etc.) 
• Average size of farm: 5,887 acres 

 
Source: USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service: 2007 Census of Agriculture-County Profile 
 USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service 2007-2008 County Estimates 
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