
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and, where applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program (not 
all prohibited bases apply to all programs).  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer." 
 

 
 

May 2010 
Sheridan Co. FSA Office  
119 N. Jackson 
Plentywood, MT  59254 
406-765-1550, ext. 2 
 
County Committee 
Gordon French   Chairman     
Kevin Wilson   Vice Chairman 
Jody Lagerquist    Member 
Ellen Sedgwick    Advisor 
 
FSA Office Personnel 
Donna Hilyard     CED, ext. 102 
Donelda Buckalew   PT,   ext. 105 
Karen Budd     PT,   ext. 104 
Kathy Gray     PT,   ext. 100 
Josie Johnson     PT,   ext. 109 
Marcia Rice     PT,   ext. 112 
Michael Sandoval     PT,   ext. 110 
 
Farm Loan personnel for Sheridan Co: 
Pat Turner, Loan Manager 
Bruce Johnson, Loan Officer 
Patti McGinnis, Farm Loan Program  
….Technician 

Contact them at Richland Co., 
406-433-2103, ext. 108 

 
Dates to Remember:  
June 1:  Deadline to sign up for 
2010 DCP and ACRE programs. 
 
Notice of Loss for NAP    File 
within 15 calendar days of when 
the crop loss happens or is 
apparent. 
 
July 15:  Deadline to certify 
acres. 
 
2nd Wednesday every month –
County Committee meetings. 
 
County Committee Nominations 
are being accepted now! 
 
For more information on the SURE 
program, please the FSA office or 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mt 

 

 

DCP and ACRE SIGNUP DEADLINE 
 

June 1, 2010, is the deadline for the 2010 Average Crop 
Revenue Election (ACRE) Program or the traditional Direct and 
Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP).  Annual contracts are required 
to be signed to receive program benefits. This is a mandatory 
deadline for all participants, and USDA will not accept any late- 
filed applications. 
 
All signatures of producers receiving a share in DCP/ACRE 
payments are required by the June 1, 2010, deadline. For more 
information about the DCP/ACRE programs, please visit your 
local FSA county office or visit http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp 
      
ACRE payments are revenue-based payments and are tied to 
crop production and the National Average Market Price for 
planted and considered planted covered commodity crops on the 
farm.  ACRE protects against crop revenue shortfalls resulting 
from price and/or production declines at the State and farm 
levels.  Counter-cyclical payments are not available under ACRE.    
ACRE payment acreage is limited to the total amount of base 
acres on the farm, and can only be issued for a crop if two 
triggers are met for the covered commodity crop.  For the State 
Trigger, the Actual State Revenue for the program year must be 
less than the State ACRE Guarantee.  For the Farm Trigger, the 
participating farm’s Actual Farm Revenue for the program year 
must be less the Farm ACRE Guarantee.   
 
Detailed ACRE information is posted on the Montana FSA 
website www.fsa.usda.gov/mt and clicking on “Hot Links” “2008 
Farm Bill”, including a Fact Sheet, ACRE background 
information, 2009 State Benchmark yields, and preliminary price 
guarantees.  Many State extension and producer groups have 
also created decision tools to assist producers in evaluating 
whether ACRE is an option for your operation.  Producers may 
do an Internet search to find some of the decision tools.  ACRE 
decision tools may be found at the following sites.  FSA does 
not endorse any specific site.  Signup dates for ACRE election 
are expected to be announced soon. 
 www.montana.edu/softwaredownloads/ 
www.mgga.org/FarmPolicy/farmpolicy.html 
www.ag.ndsu.nodak.edu/aginfo/farmmgmt/docs/ACRE_Analyzer.
xls 
www.card.iastate.edu/ag_risk_tools/acre/ 
www.fapri.missouri.edu/ 
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SURE Disaster Program Signup Underway 
      
     Signup for the 2008 Supplemental 
Revenue Assistance Payments program 
(SURE) began on January 4, 2010, and a 
deadline has not been announced yet.  We 
are taking names of those interested in 
applying for SURE, and we are developing the 
applications.  We’ll call to set up an 
appointment for you to review it and sign.   
     SURE provides crop disaster payments to 
eligible producers on farms that have incurred 
crop production or quality losses, taking into 
consideration losses on all crops grown by a 
producer nationwide. SURE provides 
assistance in an amount equal to 60% of the 
difference between the SURE farm guarantee 
and total farm revenue. The farm guarantee is 
based on the amount of crop insurance and 
Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) coverage on the farm. Total 
farm revenue takes into account the actual 
value of production on the farm as well as 
insurance indemnities and certain farm 
program payments. 
     Producers may be eligible for SURE if they 
have a farming interest physically located in a 
county that was declared a primary disaster 
county by the Ag Secretary under a 
Secretarial Disaster Designation, or is a 
contiguous county.  In the absence of a 
disaster designation, individual producers may 
be eligible for SURE if their total actual 
production is less than 50% of the normal 
production on the farm due to a natural 
disaster. For SURE purposes, a farm is 
defined as all crops, including hay, in which a 
producer has an interest nationwide. 
 
 
 

PRICE SUPPORT 
Loan rates for crops produced in 2010 are: Durum 
- $6.04/bu, Spring Wheat- $3.66, Winter Wheat – 
2.37, Barley – 1.80, Oats – 1.32, Peas – 5.20 cwt, 
Lentils – 10.41 cwt, Large Chickpeas – 11.28 cwt, 
Small Chickpeas – 7.43 cwt, Flax – 9.75 cwt, 
Mustard – 10.16 cwt, Safflower – 8.33 cwt,  
Sunflower – 9.45 cwt, Canola – 9.94 cwt, Crambe 
– 9.83, Corn – 2.01, Grain Sorghum – 3.01 cwt, 
Soybeans – 4.42. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Time to Report Acres for 2010 
All of the map packets for 2010 are ready to 
be picked up at your earliest convenience.  
Please look through yours to make sure all 
maps for all farms are enclosed (note, if you 
are “other producer”, you may not have maps 
for the land you are “other” on – you can stop 
by the office and get that map if you like, or 
make sure the landowner certifies those acres 
correctly).  Grass acres must be noted on the 
map if you or anyone else will utilize them for 
haying or grazing.  Please follow the 
instruction sheets in the packet when filling out 
your maps after you’re done seeding.  Please 
fill the maps out completely with a red pen (no 
pencil can be used on the maps). 
 
All acreage reports need to be accurate and 
filed by the final reporting date of July 15, 
2010.  Certification maps filed after July 15 will 
be considered late filed, and a fee equal to the 
measurement service fee will be charged on 
the crop(s) you want to report (minimum 
charge is $46 per farm, plus an hourly rate to 
conduct the on-farm visit).  Remember – it’s 
very important for you to report the same 
acres, crops, intended uses, and shares to 
both FSA and crop insurance! 
 
Certification of all cropland on the farm is 
mandatory if any of the following apply:  you 
receive DCP or ACRE payments; you have 
acres enrolled in CRP; Loans or LDP’s will be 
requested, including wool, mohair, and honey; 
acreage is covered by NAP.  You must certify 
pasture and rangeland acres if you’ll be 
requesting Livestock Forage Program (LFP) 
benefits.  To be eligible for SURE disaster 
program benefits, you must certify all 
cropland, plus all non-cropland that will be 
hayed or grazed.  Failure to report acreage 
accurately may result in loss of program and 
price support benefits.  It is very important to 
put down the normal intended use of the 
acres, considering normal weather.  If you hay 
a field or some native grass acres in a normal 
precipitation year, but this year you are going 
to graze because it was dry, you need to put 
“forage”, not “graze” as the intended use.  This 
has a big impact on your eligibility for disaster 
programs! 
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CRP Managed Haying and Grazing 
If you think you’d like to participate in CRP 
managed haying and/or grazing in 2010, you 
can find out what acres are available for 
haying or grazing, and get the paperwork 
completed now.  If you end up not haying or 
grazing some or all of the acres you sign up 
for, that’s OK – we have you sign a form later 
this summer for the acres actually hayed or 
grazed. 
 
CRP SIGNUP: We still do not have any 
information regarding a CRP signup for 2010.  
Once that information is available, we will 
send something out to producers on the 
signup dates and eligibility information. 
 

County Committee Election Information 
FSA County Committee Election will be held 
this year for Area 3 (Townships 31-35, Ranges 
59-59).  Jody Lagerquist, who farms near 
Westby, is currently representing that Area.      
 
Agricultural producers who participate or 
cooperate in an FSA program, are of legal 
voting age, and reside in the area they are 
nominated for may be nominated for 
candidacy to the committee.  Individuals may 
nominate themselves or others as a 
candidate.  Socially disadvantaged and 
beginning farmers or ranchers are encouraged 
to run for county committee.  
 
Nomination forms are available at the 
Sheridan County FSA office or by logging on 
to the Montana FSA website at:  
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mt.  The nominee 
must sign the nomination petition to make it 
valid.  
 
Timely report any farm owner or operator 
changes, share changes, entity changes, 
owned and/or leased land changes, etc.  Farm 
payments are dependent on correct farm 
records!  If you deeded land to a trust, you 
need to notify us, because we have to carry 
the trust as the landowner.  It is also important 
that any change in the producer’s bank 
account, such as type of account, bank 
mergers, routing number or account numbers, 
be provided to the county office promptly if you 
receive payments via direct deposit. 
 

Farm Storage and Facility Loan Program (FSFL)  
The FSFL Program provides low-interest 
financing for producers of eligible commodities 
to build or upgrade farm grain storage and 
handling facilities.  The maximum principal 
amount of a loan through FSFL is $500,000.  
Participants are required to provide a down 
payment of 15% of eligible costs, with 
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) 
providing a loan for up to the remaining 85% 
of the net cost of the eligible storage facility 
and permanent drying and handling 
equipment.  Loan terms of seven, ten, or 
twelve years are available, depending on the 
amount of the loan. 
 
Interest rates for each term rate may be 
different and are based on the rate for which 
CCC borrows from the Treasury Department 
in the month the loan is approved.  Payments 
are available in the form of a partial 
disbursement of up to 50% of the toal loan 
amount, and the remaining final disbursement.   
 
An FSFL must be approved before any site 
preparation or construction can begin.  The 
following commodities are eligible for farm 
storage facility loans: wheat, barley, oats, 
pulse crops, corn, grain sorghum, soybeans, 
or minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain; 
corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats, or barley 
harvested as other than whole grain; hay; 
renewable biomass; fruits (including nuts) and 
vegetables—cold storage facilities.  Contact 
the FSA office for more information. 
 
 

DURUM WHEAT QUALITY PROGRAM 
The Durum Wheat Quality Program will be 
implemented sometime this summer.  It will 
reimburse producers up to 50% of the cost to 
apply fungicides to durum wheat for control of 
Fusarium Head Blight (wheat scab).  
Producers will be required to provide the bills 
they have for the chemical and applications.  
$3 million has been appropriated for 2010.  If 
funds are not sufficient to fulfill all of the 
eligible requests for compensation, payments 
will be factored.  A signup period has not yet 
been determined.  At this time, this is all we 
know about the program.  We will advertise 
more information as it becomes available. 
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Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to participate in FSA programs should contact Donna Hilyard, 
CED, at 119 N. Jackson, Plentywood, MT  59254; phone 406-765-1550 ext. 102; or email at donna.hilyard@mt.usda.gov.  
 
 
Farm Loan Program:  The Farm Service Agency (FSA) provides direct and guaranteed loans to assist 
farmers and ranchers start, enlarge or continue with their farming operations.  FSA has special programs 
designed to assist beginning farmers and ranchers and socially disadvantaged applicants to secure financing.  
Please call the Farm Loan team at the Richland County FSA Office (406-433-2103, ext. 108) to learn more 
about all the farm loan programs FSA has to offer. 
 
Program information is available in the Sheridan County News almost every week, and daily on local radio 
KATQ at about 8:20 a.m.  Stay informed about programs that can benefit your farming and ranching operation!! 
 
KKaarreenn’’ss  RReettiirriinngg!!    Karen Budd is retiring June 30, 2010.  We will have an open house at the FSA Office 
from 1 – 4 p.m. on Tuesday, June 29 for everyone who wants to come and wish Karen well!  Karen has worked 
for the farmers and ranchers in Sheridan County since August, 1986.  Thank you, Karen, for your hard work 
and dedication to Sheridan County producers, and for your smiles and laughter!  We will miss you! 
 

 
Important Information and Deadlines Inside! 
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