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announced that eligible producers may now
formally enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage
(ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs
for 2014 and 2015. The enrollment period began
June 17, 2015, and will end Sept. 30, 2015.

The new programs, established by the 2014 Farm
Bill, trigger financial protections for agricultural
producers when market forces cause substantial
drops in crop prices or revenues. More than 1.76
million farmers have elected ARC or PLC.
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Dates to Remember:
September 30, 2015

End of 2014/2015 Arc/PLC
Sign Up

End of 2016 MPP Sign Up

Please contact your local
FSA Office for questions
specific to your operation
or county.

Previously, 1.7 million producers had enrolled to
receive direct payments (the program replaced
with ARC and PLC by the 2014 Farm Bill). This
means more farms have elected ARC or PLC than
previously enrolled under previously administered
programs.

Nationwide, 96 percent of soybean farms, 91
percent of corn farms, and 66 percent of wheat
farms elected ARC. 99 percent of long grain rice
farms, 99 percent of peanut farms, and 94 percent
of medium grain rice farms elected PLC. For data
about other crops and state-by-state program
election results go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

Covered commodities under ARC and PLC include
barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard
seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short
grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame,
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland
cotton is no longer a covered commodity.

For more information please contact your local
FSA office https://offices.usda.gov.

NAP Deadline Approaching for
2016 Crops

Producers are reminded to apply for 2016
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) benefits beginning September. Key
deadlines for crops in Nevada are:

- September 30, 2015 = Small grain (wheat-barley-
oats-triticale etc.)

- October 31, 2015 = Hay crops (grass-sudan etc.)
- December 1, 2015 = Grazing Corps (pastures)
- March 15, 2016 = Corn

Eligible producers can apply for 2016 NAP
coverage at their local FSA Office using form
CCC-471, Application for Coverage. The service
fee for basic NAP coverage is the lesser of $250
per crop or $750 per producer per administrative
county, not to exceed a total of $1,875 for
aproducer with farming interest in multiple
counties. Producers interested in buy-up coverage
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must pay a premium, in addition to the service fee.
The maximum premium will be $6,563.

Producers meeting the definition of a socially
disadvantaged farmer or rancher, beginning
farmer or rancher or limited resource farmer or
rancher will have service fees waived. Producers
meeting this definition that choose to purchase
buy-up coverage will also have service fees
waived and the premium will be capped at $3,282.

The application and service fee must be filed by
the application closing date for the corp. Contact
your local FSA office for details.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires,
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and
additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event,
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from October 1, 2014
to September 30, 2015 must file:

A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by November
1, 2015

An application for payment by November 1, 2015
The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal fiscal year.
The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:

ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet

ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet



ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets.

Enrollment for 2016 Dairy Margin Protection Program Began
July 1

FSA announced that starting July 1, 2015, dairy farmers can enroll in Margin Protection Program for
coverage in 2016. The voluntary program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides financial
assistance to participating dairy operations when the margin — the difference between the price of
milk and feed costs — falls below the coverage level selected by the farmer.

The Margin Protection Program gives participating dairy producers the flexibility to select coverage
levels best suited for their operation. Enrollment begins July 1 and ends on Sept. 30, 2015, for
coverage in 2016. Participating farmers will remain in the program through 2018 and pay a $100
administrative fee each year. Producers also have the option of selecting a different coverage level
during open enrollment each year. Margin Protection Program payments are based on an
operation’s historical production. An operation’s historical production will increase by 2.61 percent in
2016 if the operation participated in 2015, providing a stronger safety net.

USDA also has an online resource available to help dairy producers decide which level of coverage
will provide them with the strongest safety net under a variety of conditions. The enhanced Web
tool, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy farmers to quickly and easily combine
their unique operation data and other key variables to calculate their coverage needs based on

price projections. Producers can also review historical data or estimate future coverage based on
data projections. The secure site can be accessed via computer, mobile phone, or tablet, 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.

Dairy operations enrolling in the program must meet conservation compliance provisions. Producers
participating in the Livestock Gross Margin insurance program may register for the Margin
Protection Program, but this new margin program will only begin once their livestock dairy insurance
coverage has ended. Producers must also submit form CCC-782 for 2016, confirming their Margin
Protection Program coverage level selection, to the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. If
electing higher coverage for 2016, dairy producers can either pay the premium in full at the time of
enrollment or pay a minimum of 25 percent of the premium by Feb. 1, 2016.

For more information, visit FSA online at www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy for more information, or stop by a
local FSA office to learn more about the Margin Protection Program. To find a local FSA office in
your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov

USDA Energy Biomass Retrieval Incentives Began June 30

Te USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) began accepting applications on June 30, 2015, from
foresters and farmers seeking financial assistance to harvest and deliver biomass to generate clean
energy. The support comes through the Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP), which was re-
authorized by the 2014 Farm BiIll.

For 2015, USDA has reserved up to $11.5 million to assist with the cost of removing woody or
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diseased trees from National Forest and Bureau of Land Management public lands. Orchard
wastes, and agriculture residues such as corn cobs and stalks, also qualify as energy-producing
feedstock.

To be eligible for the retrieval incentives, the biomass must be delivered to FSA-approved biomass
conversion facilities. For a list of approved facilities, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/bcap.

Save Time — Make an Appointment with FSA

To insure maximum use of your time and to insure that you are afforded our full attention to your
important business needs, please call our office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to
discuss any records or documentation that you may need to have with you when you arrive for your
appointment. For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit:
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app.

Agricultural Producers in Nevada Still Have Time to Apply for
Direct Farm Ownership Loan Program

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Nevada Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced
that farmers and ranchers still have time to apply for low interest loans available through the FSA
direct farm ownership program. Applications must be approved by Sept. 30, 2015, to take
advantage of the funding available.

Eligible farmers and ranchers can borrow up to $300,000 to buy farmland, construct or repair
buildings, pay closing costs, or promote soil and water conservation. The interest rate can be as low
as 1.5 percent with up to 40 years to repay.

New farmers and ranchers, military veterans, and underserved farmers and ranchers also are
encouraged to apply. Each year Congress targets 80 percent of available loan funds to beginning
and targeted underserved farmers and ranchers. Targeted underserved groups include American
Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians, or other Pacific
Islanders, Hispanics and women.

For more information about farm loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA
office. To find your local FSA county office, visit https://offices.usda.gov.

Microloans

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers that the FSA borrowing limit for
microloans increased from $35,000 to $50,000, on Nov. 7, 2014. Microloans offer borrowers
simplified lending with less paperwork.

The microloan change allows beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional
$15,000 in loans using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans
are part of USDA’s continued commitment to small and midsized farming operations.

To complement the microloan program additional changes to FSA eligibility requirements will

enhance beginning farmers and ranchers access to land, a key barrier to entry level producers. FSA
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meet the direct farming experience required for farm ownership loan eligibility. Operation or
management of non-farm businesses, leadership positions while serving in the military or advanced
education in an agricultural field will now count towards the experience applicants need to show
when applying for farm ownership loans. Important Note: Microloans cannot be used to purchase
real estate.

Since 2010, more than 50 percent of USDA's farm loans now go to beginning farmers and FSA has
increased its lending to targeted underserved producers by nearly 50 percent.

Please review the FSA Microloan Program Fact Sheet for program application, eligibility and related
information.

The microloan change allows beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional
$15,000 in loans using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans
are part of USDA’s continued commitment to small and midsized farming operations.

To complement the microloan program additional changes to FSA eligibility requirements will
enhance beginning farmers and ranchers access to land, a key barrier to entry level producers. FSA
policies related to farm experience have changed so that other types of skills may be considered to
meet the direct farming experience required for farm ownership loan eligibility. Operation or
management of non-farm businesses, leadership positions while serving in the military or advanced
education in an agricultural field will now count towards the experience applicants need to show
when applying for farm ownership loans. Important Note: Microloans cannot be used to purchase
real estate.

Since 2010, more than 50 percent of USDA's farm loans now go to beginning farmers and FSA has
increased its lending to targeted underserved producers by nearly 50 percent.

Please review the FSA Microloan Program Fact Sheet for program application, eligibility and related
information.

Dry Well Mitigation Program for Limited Income Rural Nevada
Homeowners

Purpose of Program

Assist limited income rural homeowners with costs of deepening or drilling a replacement domestic
well at a primary residence. Utilize available grant and loan resources in a complementary fashion
to maximize the financial assistance available.

Eligibility Criteria

Homeowners in communities of 20,000 or less whose household income does not exceed "very low
income" limits established by USDA Rural Development (for instance a single person with income of
$23,100 in Lyon Esmeralda or Lincoln County) and who meet USDA's creditworthiness guidelines.
NOTE: This program CANNOT reimburse homeowners for costs already incurred and it cannot
place a well on vacant land.

Statewide Point of Contact:
Michele Joe
Loan Technician

USDA Rural Development
702 407 1400 x 119
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Michele.joe@nv.usda.gov

Ag Producers Eligible for Energy Grant-REAP Workshop

Sept. 15 at USDA Service Centers

USDA Rural Development will hold a Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) workshop on
Tuesday, September 15, 2015 from 2:00 — 3:30 p.m. available via interactive video at all USDA
Service Centers in Nevada.

REAP provides grants and guaranteed loans for energy projects. REAP is available to both
agricultural producers and rural small businesses. The workshop will only be available in those
Service Centers where local producers expressed their interest in attending to USDA Rural
Development. If you are interested in attending the workshop at your local Service Center, please
contact Mark Williams, Energy Coordinator, at 775-887-1222, Ext. 116 or
mark.williams@nv.usda.gov.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should
contact Mark Williams at 775.887.1222 x 116 or mark.williams@nv.usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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