
April 2011 
 
Fallon FSA Office 
Serving Churchill/ 
Washoe/Storey/NW 
Nye Counties 
 
111 Sheckler Rd. 
Fallon NV 89406 
(775) 423-5124 phone 
(775) 428-1335 fax 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nv 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
County Committee 
Michael (Mickey) Laca 
Valerie Christoph 
Robert L. James 
Stan Ceresola 
Ray Kretschmer 
 
County Office Staff 
 
Program Staff 
Michele Wisnefski, CED 
Imelda Andersen, PT 
 
Farm Loan Staff 
Daniel Ferraro, FLOT 
Carly Brown, FLOT 
Sandra Smith, PT 
Carolyn Persinger, FLC 
(775) 784-5411 x 110 
 
COC Meeting 
Meetings are held the  
second Thursday of the  
month at 10:00 a.m. 
(subject to change) 

 
 

NEWSLETTER 

2011 DCP Signup  
 
Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and Counter-

cyclical Program (DCP) will continue through June 
1, 2011. USDA urges producers to make use of the 
eDCP automated website to sign up, or producers 
can visit any USDA Service Center to complete 
their 2011 DCP contract. 

 USDA computes DCP payments using base 
acres and payment yields established for each farm. 
Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates 
established by statute regardless of market prices. 
For 2011, eligible producers may request advanced 
direct payments based on 22 percent of the direct 
payment. 

For more information on this or other FSA pro-
grams, contact the Fallon office at (775) 423-5124 
ext. 102. 

 

Acreage Certification 
 

Time is nearing for producers to certify their 
2011 acreage.  Filing an accurate acreage report for 
all crops and land uses, including failed acreage 
and prevented planting acreage, can prevent the 
loss of benefits for a variety of programs. 

Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days 
of the disaster event and before disposition of the 
crop. Prevented planting must be reported no later 
than 15 days after the final planting date. 

Acreage reports are required for many Farm Ser-
vice Agency programs.  For crops enrolled in 
programs other than NAP (Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program), acreage reports 
are to be certified by the June 15th deadline on 
small grains and a July 15th deadline on all 
other crops. 

Acreage reports on crops covered by NAP are 
due in the county office by the earlier of June 
15th for small grains and July 15th for all other 
crops, or 15 calendar days before the onset of 
harvest or grazing of the specific crop acreage 
being reported.   
 

Adjusted Gross Income 
 

USDA and the Internal Revenue Service have 
established an electronic information exchange 
process for verifying compliance with the adjusted 
gross income (AGI) provisions for farm programs.  

Written consent is required from each producer 
or payment recipient for the tax review process.  
No actual tax data will be included in the report 
that IRS sends to FSA.   

This ensures that payments are not issued to 
producers whose AGI exceeds certain limits.  
The limits set in the 2008 Farm Bill are 
$500,000 nonfarm average AGI for commodity 
and disaster programs; $750,000 farm average 
AGI for direct payments; and $1 million non-
farm average AGI for conservation programs.  

Participants in CCC programs subject to 
average AGI rules must submit form CCC-
927 (Individual) and/or CCC-928 (Legal En-
tity) to the Internal Revenue Service by June 
15 to avoid interruption of program benefits.  
These forms may be obtained from local FSA 
and NRCS offices or online at: http://
forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainservlet.    

 

Farm Record Changes 
 
June 1, 2011 is the deadline to provide 

changes to your farm records at the local FSA 
office for the 2011 crop year.  If you are chang-
ing your operation entity type, adding or drop-
ping cropland or farms, or adding entities to 
your operation, contact the FSA county office 
by June 1.    

 

Conservation Loan Program 
 

The Conservation Loan (CL) program pro-
vides farmers with the funding necessary to 
implement approved conservation measures on 
their land.  The available limit for a direct CL is 
$300,000, and the limit for a guaranteed CL is 
$1,119,000.   

The Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) will work with applicants to develop a 
conservation plan containing approved conser-
vation practices, such as water conservation 
structures, forest cover, permanent pastures, 
manure digesters and other installations.   

For more information on a potential Conser-
vation Loan, call the local FSA office and make 
an appointment with a farm loan officer.   
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Hispanic and Women Farmers 
 

A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic and 
women farmers and ranchers who believe they 
were discriminated against when seeking USDA 
farm loans has been established. 

If you believe that the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) improperly denied farm 
loan benefits to you between 1981 and 2000 be-
cause you are Hispanic, or because you are female, 
you may be eligible for compensation. 

To register for a claims package or for additional 
information on this and other settlement issues con-
tact: 
 
Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims Proc-
ess:   
www.farmerclaims.gov or call 1-888-508-4429 
 
Pigford – The Black Farmers Discrimina-
tion Litigation:  
www.blackfarmercase.com or call 1-866-950-5547 
 
Keepseagle  - The Native American Farm-
ers Class Action Settlement: 
www.IndianFarmClass.com or call 1-888-233-
5506.   

 
Direct and Guaranteed Loans 

 
The Farm Service Agency is committed to pro-

viding family farmers with loans to meet their farm 
credit needs.  If you are having trouble getting the 
credit you need for your farm, or regularly borrow 
from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are cur-
rently available.   

Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans 
may be obtained as direct loans for a maximum of 
up to $300,000. Guaranteed loans can reach a 
maximum indebtedness of $1,119,000.  Producers 
are encouraged to apply early so a loan can be 
processed in a timely manner.  

FSA employees will help you complete the nec-
essary application and other forms, and help you 
understand what information is required, where to 
find it or who to contact to get it.  To find out more 
about FSA loan programs, contact the county office 
staff. 
 

Beginning and Limited         
Resource Loans 

 
FSA has a program to assist beginning farmers 

and or members of socially disadvantaged groups 
to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these 
designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide 
financing to eligible applicants through either di-
rect or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning 
farmer as a person who: 
 

 Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
 Will materially and substantially participate in 

the operation of the farm 
 Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, 

borrower training and financial management 
program sponsored by FSA 

 Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of 
the county’s median size. 

 
Each member of an entity must meet the eligibil-

ity requirements. Loan approval is not guaranteed.  
Additional program information is available at 

the local USDA Service Center or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov and www.nrcs.usda.gov .   

 
Join USDA and FSA in Cele-
brating Earth Day 2011  
 

   April 22 marks Earth Day 2011. In recognition of 
the power of millions of individual actions, Earth 
Day 2011 will be organized around A Billion Acts 
of Green®: Personal, organizational and corporate 
pledges to live and act sustainably.  The first Earth 
Day was celebrated on April 22, 1970. The passage 
of the landmark Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, 
Endangered Species Act and many other ground-
breaking environmental laws soon followed. The 
Earth Day Network (EDN) works with over 22,000 
partners in 192 countries and more than 1 billion 
people now participate in Earth Day activities each 
year, making it the largest civic observance in the 
world. For more information about Earth Day, visit 
www.earthday.org 

 

SURE 
 
   The Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program 
(SURE) provides benefits for farm revenue losses 
due to natural disaster through Sept. 30, 2011. To 
be eligible for SURE payments, a producer is re-
quired to obtain crop insurance on all crops in all 
counties or, if crop insurance is not available, to 
participate in the Non-Insured Assistance Program 
(NAP).  Grazed acreage is not eligible for the 
SURE program.  Crop insurance or NAP coverage 
is no longer required for crops that are not of eco-
nomic  significance or those where the administra-
tive fee required to buy NAP coverage exceeds 10 
percent of the value of the coverage. See the local 
FSA office for details. 
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Reconstitutions  
 
For FSA program purposes, tracts having the same 
owner and the same operator are grouped under 
one farm serial number. When changes in owner-
ship or operation take place, a farm reconstitution 
is necessary. The reconstitution is the process of 
combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based 
on the farming operation. Remember, to be effec-
tive for the current year, a reconstitution must be 
requested by August 1 for farms enrolled in spe-
cific programs.  
 

NAP Production Reporting  
 
Production records for individual crops need 
to be filed with our office to establish an approved 
NAP yield. If this is the first year 
you participated in NAP, you can provide 
production and acreage information from 
prior years to establish your yield. If you 
participated in NAP in previous years, you 
are required to report your production and 
acreage on a yearly basis to keep your yield 
up-to-date. Records submitted must be reliable 
or verifiable. Records need to show 
crop disposition. We recommend producers 
submit production records as soon as 
harvest is complete. All production records 
must be submitted by the subsequent crop 
year’s final acreage reporting date. 

Farm Storage Facility Loan  
 
The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program 
allows producers of eligible commodities to ob-
tain low-interest financing to build or upgrade 
farm storage and handling facilities.  
 
The new maximum principal amount of a loan 
through FSFL is $500,000. Participants are re-
quired to provide a minimum down payment of 
15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for the 
remaining 85 percent of the net cost of the eligi-
ble storage facility and permanent drying and 
handling equipment. If a participant provides 
20% or greater down payment, then the require-
ment for a severance agreement for loans under 
$50,000 will be waived. New loan terms of 7, 10 
or 12 years are available depending on the 
amount of the loan. Interest rates for each term 
rate may be different and are based on the rate 
which CCC borrows from the Treasury Depart-
ment. 
 
Payments are available in the form of a partial 
disbursement and the remaining final disburse-
ment. The partial disbursement will be available 
after a portion of the construction has been com-
pleted. The final fund disbursement will be made 
when all construction is completed. The maxi-
mum amount of the partial disbursement will be 
50 percent of the projected and approved total 
loan amount not to exceed $250,000.  
 
Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the 
FSA county office that maintains the farm’s re-
cords. An FSFL must be approved before any site 
preparation or construction can begin. 
 
The following commodities are eligible for farm 
storage facility loans: 
 
• Corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, pea-
nuts, wheat, barley or minor oilseeds harvested as 
whole grain 
• Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or barley har-
vested as other-than-whole grain 
• Hay 
• Renewable biomass 
• Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables - cold 
storage facilities 

Do you have a Revocable or 
Living Trust?  
 
Many individuals are forming trusts for tax and 
estate-planning purposes. Are you one? If so, 
make sure to let FSA know that your farming 
operation is now being run through a trust. Eligi-
bility for program benefits is contingent on the 
records showing the correct producer. If you have 
established a trust, FSA needs to update our re-
cords.  

Livestock Indemnity Program 
(LIP)  
 
The Livestock Indemnity Program is available for 
livestock owners and contract growers (swine and 
poultry) to receive payment on livestock lost due 
to an adverse weather event, if the losses were in 
excess of the normal mortality rate. Adverse 
weather events include tornados, blizzards, 
floods, wildfire, disease (not treatable by manage-
ment or vaccine), extreme heat, extreme cold, 
winter storms, hail, and lightening. A report of 
livestock loss must be reported to the local county 
FSA office within the earlier of 30 days of when 
the livestock loss was apparent or 30 calendar 
days after the end of the calendar year of which 
the loss occurred. Finalizing the LIP application 
for payment, which includes the submission of all 
required documentation and signature of certifica-
tion, must be received 30 calendar days after the 
end of the calendar year in which the loss oc-
curred.  



 
Fallon FSA Office 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, 
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-
8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% 

Farm Operating - Direct 2.750% 

Farm Ownership -  Direct 5.000% 

Conservation Loan 5.000% 

Farm Ownership - Direct Down Pay-
ment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

1.500% 

Emergency 3.750% 

Farm Storage Facility (7 year) 2.750% 

Farm Storage Facility (10 year) 3.375% 

Commodity Loans 1996 - Present 1.250% 

Selected Interest Rates for April 2011   Dates to Remember 

May 30 Memorial Day Holiday—Office 
Closed 

June 1 Deadline Farm Record Changes 
2011 DCP Enrollment Ends 

June 15 Acreage Reporting Deadline –All 
Corn and Grain Crops 

July 15 Acreage Reporting Deadline –All 
Other Crops Including Grazing 

July 29 2010 SURE Filing Deadline 

Sept. 30 2012 NAP Signup Ends—All Grain 
Crops 

Oct. 31 2012 NAP Signup Ends—All Other 
Hay Crops 

Dec. 1 2012 NAP Signup Ends—Grazing  
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